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Foreword from Her Excellency, the President of Malta
The core principles of the Sustainable
Development Goals have long been a driving force
behind the work of the Presidency. In September
2015, I addressed the UN Summit on Sustainable
Development Goals in New York, along with
other UN Heads of State and world leaders. This
occasion marked an important historical moment
in which global leaders and citizens of the world
were called to global solidarity, and a renewed
commitment to achieve three extraordinary things
by 2030 – to end poverty, to combat climate
change, and to fight injustice and inequality.
A comprehensive 15 year plan for reaching these targets was laid out in the seventeen
Sustainable Development Goals, which include every human being, in every corner
of the globe. Global leaders have committed to this plan, recognising the urgent
need to build and sustain inclusive communities, while cultivating an environment
of meaningful dialogue and shared understanding. Persistent and damaging
manifestations of social inequality cannot go on. Every day, human beings are
deprived of their fundamental rights, and thrust into hopeless situations of suffering
and injustice. It is our collective responsibility, as citizens of the world, to address
these grave issues in a sustainable, consistent, and effective manner, harnessing the
efforts of each and every individual. This includes a major emphasis to empower
girls and women, working towards making these goals a reality as fully equal, valued,
active and innovative social participants.
Inclusiveness lies at the very heart of these goals. In order to be achieved, there must
be shared ownership of the goals, as an urgent and ambitious plan which can only
work insofar as it is a plan for everyone, and with everyone. Human beings of the
world have been called upon to make the global goals famous, and to take action
whilst kickstarting meaningful dialogue on their progress. The National Observatory
for Living with Dignity, within my Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society, has set
out to do precisely this, by means of bringing together a public discussion on the
goals in April 2016.
The discussions which have taken place thus far must be carried forward. We must
take it upon ourselves to become advocates for the peace and wellbeing of all,
consistently fighting for human dignity, integrity, and freedom. The Global Goals
have been widely endorsed. We must now participate in this global transformation,
and focus our energies on delivering results – as individuals, community leaders,
policy makers, innovators, and citizens of the world.
Her Excellency Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca
President of Malta
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A Message from the Director-General
The Sustainable Development Goals have been
called the most ambitious goals in history.
Perhaps rightly so, given the magnitude of what
they set out to accomplish. However, with the
tangible commitment of 192 countries behind
them, achieving the goals by 2030 is now a
firm obligation across the globe. The time is
ripe to ensure that every human being lives in a
world where their fundamental human rights are
observed, and respected. To do otherwise would
be to allow the deleterious effects of social injustice
to fester, obstructing the way towards a world that
is sustainable, inclusive, and mindful of the dignity
and wellbeing of each and every person. In making
the goals a reality, it is important to nurture a strong
sense of solidarity and togetherness. The goals are
for everybody, and no person can be left behind.
The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society works to keep the Sustainable
Development Goals at the heart of all that it does. Achieving the Global Goals goes hand
in hand with ensuring meaningful wellbeing, so that each person may flourish within
a world that offers dignity to all. The Foundation works to create safe spaces to listen,
explore, discuss, learn about and research ways of enhancing human relationships to
become forces for meeting human needs, while providing opportunities for each and
every individual to develop to their full potential, within a society that is inclusive and
supportive. These aims have driven the Foundation to kickstart a public discussion on
the Sustainable Development Goals, through the efforts and initiative of its National
Observatory for Living with Dignity. This publication provides just a glimpse into
what has been shared thus far. In order for the ambitious targets to be reached, the
discussion put across in these pages needs to go much further. This is just a starting
point, of what is hopefully a long and meaningful reflection, ultimately transforming
into tangible and concrete action.
We must remember that the Sustainable Development Goals affect each of us
personally, in some way. Certainly, states must see to their collective responsibility
in making the goals a reality. However, the Goals are not just about countries. They
are about people. The Goals are about you, and they are about me. This is where the
conversation must go next.
Dr Ruth Farrugia
Director-General
President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society
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An Introduction from the Chair
A vision that embraces dialogue and hope in a world
that often generates hopelessness is, by definition,
committed to social justice and democratic life.
The UN Global Goals for Sustainable Development
invite us to assemble around the seventeen
targets of possibility with a view to mobilizing for
social change. It is through safe and non-partisan
(albeit politically-interested) dialogical spaces
that lives are acknowledged, stories are narrated
and celebrated, critical reflection is encouraged
and supported, and the emotional dimension of
co-investigating and learning is privileged. While
such dialogues are not executive, their nonbureaucratic and non-hierarchical nature allow for
consciousness-building, a pedagogical process
that is fundamental to transformative action.
The Sustainable Development Goals offer us the possibility of transformation
through cognitive justice. The National Observatory for Living with Dignity upholds
the pedagogical principle that it is impossible to talk about authentic dialogues
without acknowledging that the monologue, or the transmission of knowledge, in
a context that aspires to emancipate, constitutes a contradictory act of imposition.
This deprivileges the knowledge of the other, on the basis of the unidirectional belief
that the truth of the powerful is the only truth. It assumes that knowledge stemming
from the learned is the only knowledge worth pursuing. Informed by this principle,
the Observatory is committed to popularising the dialogical encounter around the
seventeen SDGs, by bridging the popular and the scientific. This would go some way
towards ensuring that the road to equity and social justice, two pillars of the 2030
targets, is paved by cognitive justice.
Cognitive justice draws on the events that mark the life of communities and,
therefore, cannot but be based on the valorisation of experiential knowledge.
Authentic dialogues provide the generative themes for the ‘curriculum’ of the
dialogical encounter; themes that reflect the material realities that participants live
daily. Stemming from life data, such curricular experiences promote observation,
reflection, collaboration and reinvention, in a context where the word is intimately
tied to reading the world, and where spaces are truly public and democratic. The
National Observatory for Living with Dignity is aware that SDG action which refuses
to be informed by such a ‘curriculum of life’ is neither communal nor just. It is therefore
committed to contributing to a social forum that generates popular awareness, and
brings the voices of all to the sustainable development dialogue.
Professor Carmel Borg
Chair
National Observatory for Living with Dignity
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END POVERTY
IN ALL ITS FORMS

EVERYWHERE.
SDG 1 - NO POVERTY
DR CENSU CARUANA

The first Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) is about No Poverty – in a way setting
the scene for the rest of the goals. SDG 1 expresses both a sad acknowledgement
that so many people are struggling to meet their most basic human needs, and a bold
commitment to do something about it. It also recognises that different categories
of people – women for example - are more likely to live in poverty than others. The
first Global Goal extends an invitation for us to identify these categories, so that our
energies and policies may be increasingly focused.
My assertion is that no Global Goal can be considered as met, unless it is accomplished
for everyone. This ought to be the guiding principle of all policy. This presupposes
that (i) marginalized groups are aware of their rights, and are empowered to fight
for them; and (ii) there is adequate acknowledgment that not every individual
or community may want to be “developed” in the ways the United Nations has
determined through the SDGs.
The success of SDG1 depends on three factors:

• VISION
• POLITICAL WILL
• COMPASSION
Vision requires a new narrative - A narrative that rejects the current paradigm
based on accumulating possessions. This same paradigm has stripped us of our
time, our energies, and the quality of our human relationships with one another. A
new narrative is needed, which once again privileges the inclusion of words such as
community, passion, equity, justice, solidarity, advocacy, bottom-up, sustainability,
and sharing in our public discourse and media. Humility is needed to admit that the
field of development, as has been practiced up until this point, is burdened with
examples of ‘outside experts’ underestimating the complexities of global poverty,
institutions funding doubtful projects, and organizations adopting approaches
that result in actually harming the poor. Chartering the way forward needs to be
participative. Who is to be listened to, if not those mostly afflicted by the problem
under consideration?
Political will is needed to address ‘disadvantage’ – this holds the potential to create
groups that are doubly (or, indeed, more) discriminated against. Simultaneously, a
strong civil society is needed in order to ensure that vision and ideas are translated
into action. This is not an easy task, given that space for civil society often finds itself
shrinking. Alliance building, good governance, and social and political mobilisation
for transformative change all need to take a centre stage within the new narrative. A
positive measure would be to hold a participative and inclusive National Convention
in three years’ time, with the aim of monitoring progress towards the SDGs, mitigating
this with positive action to ensure that no one is left behind.
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Finally, we need compassion. Compassion is the essential driving force behind our
envisioning. It must stimulate the political will for a new narrative, which is based
on humanity’s shared future on this fragile earth. Ultimately, the SDGs are as much
about fixing ourselves, as they are about fixing our planet, earth.
In this first year of the SDGs, both civil society and governments are still in the
planning phases, defining their respective processes of participation, delivery and
monitoring. If a transformative agenda is to be delivered, these processes would need
to take place on a grander scale. Civil society spaces would need to be strengthened,
coupled with better coordination and self-organization (possibly through various
platforms). There would need to be authentic bottom-up participatory processes,
a clear focal point at government level delivering a strategic overview, and a policy
agenda that includes transparent opportunities for monitoring and evaluation.
The above are just minimum conditions which must be implemented in order to end
poverty in all its forms. In addition to this, though, will people also have the courage
to acknowledge the grave flaws of our economic system, and review the culture of
consumerism?

KEEP
CALM
AND

BE BOLD
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END HUNGER,

ACHIEVE FOOD SECURITY
AND IMPROVED

NUTRITION,
AGRICULTURE.

AND PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE

SDG 2 - ZERO HUNGER
PROF SUZANNE PISCOPO

SDG 2 is focused on ensuring that all people have access to enough quality food to
sustain themselves, and to promote and maintain their health. Particular attention is
given to the sustainability of the sources of food, and to the nutrition of vulnerable
groups such as infants, young children, adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating
women, and older persons. SDG 2 is inextricably linked to the other SDGs. Without
reducing and eliminating hunger and malnutrition by 2030, the achievement of
other SDGs is compromised.
The way food is grown, produced, consumed, traded, transported, stored and
marketed creates connections between people and the planet, and the wellbeing of
both. Due to global population growth and, therefore, more people to feed, current
input-heavy food systems need to be transformed to make them more sustainable.
We need to be able to feed more people with less water, farmland, and biodiversity,
through improved management, technology and processes in agriculture, livestock,
fisheries, and forestry.
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the world
produces enough food for all. The problem lies with distribution and nutrition. It is
ironic that in 2016, nearly 1 billion people continue to go hungry, and yet another 2.3
billion people are overweight or obese. It is necessary to find the right formula so
that nutrient-dense food is:

• AVAILABLE GEOGRAPHICALLY AND YEAR-ROUND;
• AFFORDABLE, IRRESPECTIVE OF LIFE STAGE AND CIRCUMSTANCE;
• APPROPRIATE, WITH RESPECT TO SAFETY AND MEETING NUTRITIONAL
NEEDS; AND
• ACCEPTABLE TO CONSUMERS WITHIN SOCIO-CULTURAL NORMS.
Various factors come to the fore as we try to implement SDG 2 in Malta. For example,
key players in all of this are farmers and fisherfolk. These food producers are
entrepreneurs and innovators, but moreover they are stewards of the land and sea.
They have a valuable role in conserving indigenous species and extending the range
of foods available if necessary, while utilising the least possible natural resources and
still being efficient. This may also help to reduce reliance on food importation, which
could have multiple benefits for the local economy (e.g. increased employment in
the sector) and natural environment (e.g. through lowering the carbon footprint).
These food producers deserve to be recognised for the ecosystem services they
provide, and they also deserve financial and other support — including information
and communication technologies— to be able do their jobs better, and to have a fair
and decent profit from their labour. This could also help young people to see these
forms of livelihood as an opportunity, rather than a burden.
Farmers and fisherfolk also have a valuable role in informing people in different
sectors - from school-children, to family food providers, to restaurateurs and chefs
- about the seasonality of local foods, the production of these foods, and even their
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transformation into ingredients and dishes. This is a win-win situation, enhancing
the image of such food producers, whilst stimulating increased valorisation and
purchase of local foods.
Another aspect of valorisation is assuring consumers that food is genuinely local.
This involves accurate labelling, traceability, and seals of authenticity by approved
certification bodies looking at raw ingredients, methods of production, and recipes.
Promoting and safe-guarding local food culture, through the preservation of
traditional food production methods and related skills, helps ensure sustainability.
Current and future generations stand to gain from this richness in cultural capital. At
the same time, in an economy that relies heavily on tourism, food experiences can
be touted as a main element of the local tourist product.

Provision of authentic food experiences, and learning from the producers, can be
organised for school-aged children, families and tourists alike. From formal and
informal Home Economics education on sustainable consumption, to culinary
courses on traditional and innovative dishes using indigenous Maltese ingredients
and techniques, to agro-tourism or gastronomic tours and holidays - all can serve
to strengthen Maltese cuisine, and sustain the local economy in different ways.
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Similarly, providing food production experiences (whether through school
kitchen gardens, community vegetable patches and cooking courses, or
work-based learning experiences) can assist in nurturing an appreciation
for the features of quality food, as well as enhancing sensorial competencies
and enjoyment. Keeping in mind both good nutrition as well as sustainability
of local food sources, all children should have multiple opportunities, from
a young age, to experience the fun of making and tasting healthy, local,
fresh and flavoursome food.
Supporting artisanal food production for both locals and tourists can also
help in the growth of small family businesses. Authentic, local, traditional
foods should feature more regularly on restaurant menus, and be available
for sale in different outlets, beyond the up-market gourmet shops. Policies
and schemes encouraging and supporting start-ups and SMEs, through
seed funding, skills training and retraining, and simplification of procedures,
should continue.
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The introduction of ‘Education for Entrepreneurship, Creativity and Innovation’ as
a cross-curricular theme within the National Curriculum Framework, together with
vocational education and training in Hospitality and Artisanship, contributes towards
strengthening the local food industry.
Evidently, there is an urgent need to develop a social norm for responsible food
choice and use, and for food and food producer appreciation. This need cannot
be over-stated. Reducing food waste is one aspect of this agenda. An alarming 1.3
billion tons of food is wasted globally each year, presenting not only a moral dilemma
as millions suffer hunger on a daily basis, but also myriad environmental challenges
such as those related to energy and water use, landfill management, and greenhouse
gas emissions. Fortunately, governments are starting to take legislative measures,
develop initiatives, and offer support to reduce food waste. This is accomplished
by educating consumers, businesses, and policymakers about making better use
of leftovers. It necessitates better buying, packaging, and storage methods, better
transportation, and better re-use of food waste. Such measures build on and extend
the work of the many NGOs who advocate for, and implement actions in, the area of
sustainable food and systems.
According to the WHO Constitution (1948), “The enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every human being without
distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition.” Food
security, appropriate quality nutrition, and sustainable food production are critical
to achieving this fundamental right. Building partnerships is necessary in order to
combat the triple burden of hunger, obesity, and micronutrient malnourishment, as
well as inefficient food systems and unnecessary food waste. Innovative strategies
are needed, in order to bring together producers, consumers, NGOs, industry,
governments, academics, and researchers. Through this, a collaborative approach
may be created - one that cohesively and comprehensively addresses the multiple
factors and issues outlined above, thus helping us reach the set targets of SDG 2.

PHOTO CREDITS

SUZANNE PISCOPO & MICHAEL PISCOPO

References:
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Ng, Marie et al. (2013) ‘Global, regional, and national prevalence of overweight and obesity in children and adults
during 1980–2013: A systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study’. The Lancet, 384 (9945), 766 – 781

THE GLOBAL GOALS

SDG 2 -ZERO HUNGER

8

THERE IS AN URGENT NEED TO
DEVELOP A SOCIAL NORM FOR
RESPONSIBLE FOOD CHOICE AND
USE, AND FOR FOOD AND FOOD
PRODUCER APPRECIATION.

ENSURE
PROMOTE

HEALTHY LIVES AND

WELLBEING FOR ALL
AT ALL AGES.

SDG 3 - GOOD HEALTH AND WELLBEING
DR RUTH FARRUGIA

There was an exciting atmosphere in the air in September 2015, when the SDGs were
declared in New York. In the gallery, there were a number of young people shouting
loudly, and making lots of noise in celebration. It was a wonderful, exhilarating feeling.
That is SDG 3 – ensuring healthy lives and promoting wellbeing for all, at all ages. That’s
quite a tall order, and it’s faced some criticism due to the fact that the goals themselves
are so big. They encompass issues such as preventing deaths of newborns, preventing
epidemics, and reducing premature mortality. However, from a local point of view, it’s
also about looking at children’s rights, and adult’s rights. It’s about reducing the number
of deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals in the air, pollution, tobacco control,
deaths on the road, and a number of other issues.

When Her Excellency, the President
of Malta, made her speech on the
Sustainable Development Goals, she
highlighted their impact on world peace
and wellbeing. Her Foundation for the
Wellbeing of Society is in the business of
promoting wellbeing, and so wellbeing
was quite high on the agenda. This of
course links up with a number of other
issues, including feminization of poverty,
migration and its components, among
others. The Commonwealth also has the
SDGs in mind, and when CHOGM met in
Malta in November 2015, the SDGs were
a big item on the agenda.
The wellbeing of each member of society is foremost in all that the President’s Foundation
for the Wellbeing of Society does, and the SDGs impact significantly on our work. The
President’s Secret Garden, launched on the International Day of Happiness 2015, is just
one example.
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It ties in with the SDGs by seeking ways of empowering children, and securing
effective child participation. Health issues and wellbeing are also very high on our
agenda – by way of example, the National Centre for Freedom from Addictions has
recently led a research initiative on the issue of driving under the influence of drugs.
In addition, the Foundation helped to arrange for an international expert to come to
Malta and speak about the coeliac condition, and is also in the process of organizing
upcoming research and a conference on diabetes (for which Her Excellency the
French Ambassador has donated a painting by way of funding assistance).

PHOTO CREDIT

DOI - JASON CARUANA

The Foundation has also worked on promoting interfaith dialogue - a total of 17
Christian denominations were hosted at the Palace for an ecumenical meal over
Christmas time, and the Foundation has participated in a Vatican conference that
brought diverse faith denominations together. The book ‘Cloistered Spaces’ is one
of the most recent Foundation initiatives, which will shortly be entering a second
phase – ‘Sanctuary’. The project touches upon the goal of wellbeing for all quite
significantly, in focusing on how reflection, peace, and environment come together
in spaces of respectful engagement.

I want to zoom in on Malta, and my feelings towards the global goals as a person
who lives here. This picture shows what you don’t see, from outside, in an airplane.
Is it possible to see much from the outside, and if so, how much distance is needed?
Being on the outside looking in sometimes gives us much needed perspective.
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When we look elsewhere and see pollution, insecticides, and scorched earth, it’s
impossible not to ask what impact these have on wellbeing. The National Cancer
Platform initiative is currently considering the link between pesticides and the
incidence of cancer and air pollution. The Foundation will be organizing a conference
on this topic in 2017 entitled Wellbeing & Health.

Good food is obviously crucial to our wellbeing. In Malta, food is said to be easily
available, although the extent to which it is accessible to all might be questioned.
Does everybody have access to good food? What wellbeing does it give each
individual, of whatever age, and what appreciation is there for fresh produce, cost,
and sustainability? A collaborative project entitled Sanctuary, held between the
Foundation and the International Institute for Peace and Wellbeing, seek to explore
these questions.
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Wellbeing isn’t only about children. It’s also
about having the possibility of living to
a ripe old age. The women pictured here
are family members in their 80s. Both are
alive and in varying stages of health, but
unfortunately their husbands aren’t.

WHAT EXACTLY IS WELLBEING, AND
HOW CAN IT BE BETTER PROMOTED
FOR THE ELDERLY IN OUR SOCIETY?
WHAT ROLE DO GENDER,
SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND,
AND OTHER FACTORS PLAY?

Iceland uses the natural beauty of its waterfalls to power their systems for free, or at
a very reduced cost. What about Malta? Is this possible locally? Malta and Gozo have
sun, wind, and sea, all of which may continue to contribute to our wellbeing.
Lastly, this street in Vittoriosa demonstrates a wonderful way of contributing towards
wellbeing in society. Not only does this promote greenery, but it fosters a sense of
fun as well as togetherness, a relationship with the environment, and creative fun!
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THE BIG ISSUES ARE IMPORTANT.
AT TIMES THOUGH, IT’S ALSO
ABOUT THE LITTLE THINGS.
PERHAPS, AT ITS HEART,
THIS IS WHAT WELLBEING
IS ALL ABOUT.

ENSURE INCLUSIVE
AND EQUITABLE QUALITY

EDUCATION,
LEARNING

AND PROMOTE LIFELONG

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL.

SDG 4 - QUALITY EDUCATION
PROF CARMEL BORG

Societies that fail to provide accessibility to all in terms of what is agreed as basic
educational entitlement are failing children, wasting generations, and shortchanging
communities. This is my reading of SDG4 which focuses on Quality Education. The
policy messages of this SDG are that: accessibility to quality education has to be
lifelong and lifewide; education as a lifelong endeavour is heavily dependent on real
accessibility to quality education in the pre-school and compulsory years; accessibility
is not limited to opening doors and to providing free, universal education, but is
premised on equal outcomes with regard to basic competences; and social justice in
education is the productive way forward.
In contexts like Malta where SDG4 is not accessible to all, those who have the
power to decide the present and future of a possible educated public cannot focus
their political efforts exclusively on the education of children within the context of
schools. Educational institutions are neither the panacea nor the single source of
social injustice. Inequalities start and are reinforced outside schools and, therefore,
fairness dictates that governments must adopt the right fiscal, economic, social and
cultural policies that guard against the possibility of socio-economic and cultural
backgrounds interfering with educational progress, attainment and success. Poverty,
precarious work, inadequate housing provision, huge income gaps, concentration of
power and wealth, inadequate basic income, inequitable access to health and other
traditionally public provisions, and diminished supply of quality public and green
spaces, are among the indicators of a society that is failing to ensure that personal
and social circumstances are not an obstacle to achieving educational potential.
Equity in quality education cannot thrive in an ideological milieu marked by savage
inequalities, profit before people, predatory economics, glorification of individualism
and ongoing privatisation of public spaces and goods. Equitable entitlement in
education is possible against an ideological backdrop that is characterized by an
emphasis on inclusion, collectivity, solidarity, community, diversity, border-crossing
and, above all, an ethics of care (Borg, Cardona and Caruana, 2013).
Quality education systems informed by social justice:

• FOCUS ON NURTURING HIGH QUALITY PROFESSIONALS WHO SUPPORT
INCLUSION AND WHO ARE COMPETENT IN INCLUSIVE PRACTICES;
• PROMOTE INCLUSIVE VALUES, CULTURES, CURRICULA AND
PEDAGOGIES;
• ARE CONSISTENT IN THE APPLICATION OF INCLUSIVE VALUES;
• PRIORITISE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND BASIC SCHOOLING;
• REFUSE TO STREAM CHILDREN EARLY IN THEIR SCHOLASTIC LIFE;
• ACTIVELY ENGAGE IN PROMOTING HOME-SCHOOL-COMMUNITY LINKS;
• DIRECT MORE RESOURCES TO STUDENTS WITH THE GREATEST NEEDS;
• REMOVE DEAD ENDS AND OFFER LIFELONG, SECOND CHANCE OPPORTUNITIES;
THE GLOBAL GOALS
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• IDENTIFY AND PROVIDE SYSTEMATIC QUALITY SUPPORT TO THOSE
WHO FALL BEHIND;
• RESPOND ADEQUATELY TO DIVERSITY IN ALL ITS FACETS; AND
• PROVIDE FOR SUCCESSFUL INCLUSION OF PEOPLE IN MOBILITY.
In Malta, statistics indicate that while provision of education is universal and free, a
third of the student population (largely of low socio-economic status, and mostly
schooled by the state) emerge out of the compulsory school system without the
basic competences. Studies show that Maltese children reproduce, in big numbers,
their parents’ socio-economic status, suggesting that social mobility is slow, and
that socio-economic gaps still inform social relations within the country (Borg,
Mayo and Raykov, 2016). At 7.1%, the total participation rate in formal or non-formal
education and training in Malta is dramatically low, indicating that a non-productive
compulsory system leaves a permanent mark on the take-up of education in later
years.
At 19.8%, the rate of Early School Leavers is almost double the EU average, suggesting
that access to compulsory and post-compulsory training, apprenticeship and
education provision is far from equitable. According to recent research conducted
by the National Observatory for Living with Dignity (2015), early school leaving
correlates with grave consequences in terms of job opportunities, material deprivation,
social exclusion and personal wellbeing. Performance in compulsory education and
income also correlate to influence frequency of engagement in education, dropout
rates, and quality of adult education, which in turn reveal geographical, social-class
and gender differences in participation rates in adult education. Past history in
compulsory education is a barrier to further education, and provision that is not
suitable, timely and flexible remains one of the major roadblocks to further learning.
SDG 4 is a timely reminder that there is no democracy without social justice (Borg,
2013). Education as an important instrument of hope calls upon educators, parents
and communities to become active, critical and fearless readers of social relations,
and dreamers of other ways of life. This must include an educational experience of
becoming that recovers the learning communities’ capacity to unveil and engage the
world, to break with past pedagogies of individualism, social selection and transfer
of knowledge, and to embrace pedagogies that promote voice, curiosity, doubt,
imagination, creativity, dialogue and risk taking. Governments who dare listen to
calls for equitable access to quality education cannot ignore such an agenda.
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ACHIEVE

GENDER EQUALITY
EMPOWER
AND

ALL WOMEN AND GIRLS.

SDG 5 - GENDER EQUALITY
DR MARCELINE NAUDI

No panic then…
We can get this done before breakfast…
SDG 5 is further divided into 6 specific actions. How are we going to do this? How
are we going to achieve gender equality?
We need to

• EMPOWER PEOPLE TO CREATE PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CHANGE;
• GIVE WOMEN AND GIRLS CONFIDENCE AND PRIDE IN THEMSELVES AS
INDIVIDUALS, AND AS A GROUP;
• HAVE ALL PEOPLE, WOMEN AND MEN, BELIEVING THAT WOMEN AND
GIRLS DESERVE BETTER, AND HAVE ALL OF US, WOMEN AND MEN,
WORKING TOWARDS THAT.
Indeed we have more in common than we think. Most of our differences are, if you’ll
excuse the expression, ‘man-made’.
We need to open our eyes and truly SEE the experiences that women and girls go
through because of society’s perceptions

- AND OF COURSE, WHEN
I SAY SOCIETY, I MEAN US.
YOU AND ME.
5.1 End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere
From before birth, girls and boys are perceived differently. As a result, they are
treated differently. And I do not mean ‘differently but equally’. This results in women
and men believing that women and men can only do women’s stuff or men’s stuff and not all stuff, or any stuff. Men are tough, strong, brave, and clever, while women
are pretty, dainty, sweet, and if you’ll excuse the expression, lady-like. This is carried
through into education, employment, and life.
Enough! No more!
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5.2 Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in public and private
spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation
One of the most basic elements of women’s rights is the right to safety, and the
right to live without fear, without violence and without abuse. Yet violence against
women and domestic violence remains one of the most serious forms of genderbased violations of human rights in Europe, and in the world - its prevalence remains
significantly high across all EU Member States. Figures vary from 1 in 3 to 1 in 4
women who will become victims of male violence in their lifetime. Women are
affected by male violence regardless of their sexual orientation, age, race, ethnicity,
class, culture and religion (WAVE Country Report 2010).

Although some progress has been made, we are still greatly lacking in this area. And
at the moment, our services are under threat due to a lack of sufficient resources.
"ENOUGH! NO MORE!"
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5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and
female genital mutilations

In Malta, laws are already in place against such practices. However awareness is
often lacking, coupled with definite racialisation of these issues. More responsibility
must be taken, in acknowledging the potential contribution of our own culture.
"ENOUGH! NO MORE!"
5.4 Recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work through the provision of
public services, infrastructure and social protection policies, and the promotion of
shared responsibility within the household and the family as nationally appropriate
And then we come to this. Shared responsibility within the household and the family,
and recognising and valuing unpaid care and domestic work. Is it women’s work?
No! This is the work of life – it’s the infrastructure which is needed for our lives to be
lived, for our physical survival, for our economic survival, for everything. This should
be life’s work, not women’s work. And yet, women are still the default doers of this
work.

MEN MUST STEP UP.
WOMEN NEED TO DO OTHER
THINGS, TOO!
"ENOUGH! NO MORE!"
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5.5 Ensure women’s full and effective participation and equal opportunities for
leadership at all levels of decision-making in political, economic, and public life
This is where we really have a tough problem. How can women be leaders in
political, economic and public life, if they’re still doing all the unpaid household work
by default? In other words, if the world perceives them as good at women’s stuff,
but not so good at other stuff?

"ENOUGH! NO MORE!"
5.6 Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive
rights as agreed in accordance with the Programme of Action of the ICPD and the
Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome documents of their review conferences
Albeit controversial, this issue can no longer be ignored.
ENOUGH! NO MORE!
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WE CAN NO LONGER AVOID SEEING
THINGS THE WAY THAT THEY
ARE. WE NEED THE ‘F’ WORD –
FEMINISM. THIS IS A NECESSITY
IF WE ARE TO OPEN OUR EYES,
CONCEDE THE POSSIBILITY OF
CHANGE, AND ACTUALLY WORK
TOWARDS THAT CHANGE.

ENSURE AVAILABILITY AND
SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF

WATER AND SANITATION
FOR ALL.

SDG 6 - CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION
MR JULIAN MAMO

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, MALTA HAS HAD TO FIND MEANS OF
HARVESTING AS MUCH RAINFALL THAT FALLS ONTO OUR SMALL
CATCHMENT AS POSSIBLE. VARIOUS ENGINEERING PROJECTS
HAVE WORKED TO CAPTURE, STORE AND TRANSPORT THIS
PRECIOUS NATURAL RESOURCE.
Ancient temples (pre-dating Christ) were built with cisterns, so that rainwater can be
collected and stored to this day. The Knights of St John made it a requirement for each
and every house and building to have its own cistern by law. In the 1980s, as the Maltese
population grew, so did industrial and tourism sectors. Malta’s water needs became
more critical, at which point the population turned to the sea to meet a big proportion of
local freshwater needs. At the time, reverse osmosis was a technology still in its infancy,
having just been developed in California. In 1983, the Għar Lapsi plant was one of the
largest reverse osmosis facilities in the world. Since then, another four plants have been
commissioned, resulting in Malta’s noted expertise in desalination to this day.

For the past four decades, having fresh water freely available through our taps has
primarily been made possible through desalination.

THIS HAS HAD A DUAL EFFECT – WHILE IT HAS HAD A
POSITIVE IMPACT ON MALTA IN TERMS OF COLLECTIVE
WELLBEING, IT HAS RENDERED MANY FORGETFUL OF THE
FACT THAT MALTA IS ACTUALLY SEVERELY WATER-STRESSED.
It is crucial to make each drop count, given that desalination comes at a cost
(particularly when the life cycle cost of production is considered). There appears to
be a lack of sensitivity and awareness to water stress on the islands – possibly more
so among younger generations, who have never had to live through long periods
of water use restrictions. This lack of awareness is to an extent reflected in politics,
where successive governments have failed to give due importance to long-term
water management plans in decision-making.
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The UN’s Sustainable Development Goal 6 relates to clean water and sanitation, and
urges the recognition of an integrated approach to freshwater management as the
best means of reconciling supply and demand. This goal requires a framework where
effective operational actions can be taken. At the close of winter this year, Malta saw
the effects of an abnormally low rainfall over the winter period, with parched valleys,
wilted vegetation, and a concerned farming community. The Maltese Meteorological
Office reported that the winter was almost four times drier than it had been the
year before, and was the driest winter on record with 99.6 mm of rainfall. If water
is pumped at a faster rate than an aquifer is recharged by precipitation (or other
sources), water levels will drop. This would result in a deterioration of groundwater
quality. The balance of inputs and outputs of the mean sea level aquifer (Malta’s
largest aquifer) is and has been in a negative balance for some time, resulting in
groundwater becoming more saline.

A first step towards better management of available water resources would be the
widespread recognition of ground water as a public good. Groundwater is valuable
- both when it is extracted as an input to households, agriculture and industry, but
also when left in the ground as an important component in the hydrological and
ecological system (leaving the option for future abstraction).
Another key factor in conserving our aquifers is working towards the full reutilization
of wastewater. Over 80% of all supplied water is collected as wastewater. In the
summer of 2016, a portion of this water will be heavily treated for reuse. Today, the
wastewater industry is moving away from the term ‘wastewater treatment plant’
towards ‘water resource recovery facility’. This is due to the fact that - in addition
to recovering water - energy and nutrients (particularly phosphorus as struvite) are
also being retrieved. Over the longer term, this should also become a target for
Malta. Apart from recovering and reusing all wastewater, it is important to look at
the re-use of other resources which could be put to good use. The current drought
in California gave rise to widespread use of recycled water for agriculture, industry,
and communities, easing the so-called ‘yuck factor’ of reclaimed water. Australia,
California, Texas and Singapore, amongst other places, have been practicing
regulated indirect potable reuse for a number of years. In order for Malta to similarly
boost wastewater re-use, there is need for increased awareness of what is being
discharged (intentionally or unintentionally) down the drain, subsequently impacting
upon potential re-use. All water which goes down the drain ends up elsewhere in the
environment, which ultimately conditions the reuse of the water. This must similarly
be addressed within Malta’s industrial sector.

PHOTO SOURCE

HTTPS://WWW.NEWSDEEPLY.COM/WATER/
ARTICLES/2016/01/25/2015-THE-YEAR-RECYCLEDWATER-BECAME-COOL

Water conservation undertaken by
households, businesses, and the
agricultural sector must also be
addressed. If the price of Malta’s
municipal and groundwater supply
doesn’t incentivise users to conserve
and reuse water, other mechanisms
need to be put in place in order
to encourage water conservation.
Malta must prepare in advance, and
implement measures for managing
storm water. This must be done closer
to the point where rain falls to the
ground, through rainwater harvesting
and sustainable urban drainage
systems (rather than trying to control
storm water further downstream,
where it becomes a flooding problem).
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Collective inaction in terms of Malta’s water resources will undoubtedly come at a
price. This price will not only be paid by future generations, but will be felt in our
own lifetime.
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ENSURE ACCESS TO

AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE,
SUSTAINABLE

AND MODERN ENERGY FOR ALL.

SDG 7 - AFFORDABLE & CLEAN ENERGY
EUR ING DR CHARLES YOUSIF

Where is Malta today, in terms of Sustainable Energy? The electricity interconnector
coupled with the BWSC extension of the power station has helped to reduce Malta’s
carbon dioxide emissions by 27%. At the same time, Malta’s economy has improved
over the years. However, energy consumption at the demand side (i.e. the user)
has not decreased in the way that it should have. Energy intensity is a measure of
energy efficiency in economy, and this is currently quite stable. There is need for
this to go down, and go down consistently. Our renewable energy generation from
solar photovoltaic systems and solar heaters (as well as other sources) is increasing.
However, the renewable energy being produced is also being consumed. When this
is added to the total electricity production in Malta, the overall amount is still quite
stable.

IT ACTUALLY NEEDS
TO GO DOWN.
There are many things which individuals can do to make a contribution to this goal.
Each person should ask themselves: When was the last time that I implemented an
energy efficiency measure at home? Have I done anything, since changing the bulbs
to energy efficient ones, to contribute towards sustainable energy? Many homes
often use ghost loads - the sleeping energy consumption of stand-by equipment.
People do not need to have so many clocks and sets running in their home for 24
hours a day.

THESE CAN AFFORD
TO BE SWITCHED OFF,
ESPECIALLY AT NIGHT.
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When buying new white goods, people
should be mindful of the fact that larger
washing machines often consume more
electrical energy and water (despite being
rated higher than a smaller machine). In
terms of heating, it’s interesting to note
that over 80% of Maltese homes still use
an electric boiler for water heating. More
energy is lost when the electric boiler is
left switched on. The water remains hot,
and the heat is lost to the surrounding air.
Today, there are other options for how
to heat water. A heat pump water heater
consumes only 30% of what an electric
boiler does. This should only be switched
on once a day, and not left on stand-by.

Individuals should look around their homes, to consider the ways that they can make
better use of natural light. Desks or dressing tables (whichever is used more) can
be moved closer to sources of natural light, so that artificial light is not needed.
Our buildings should also be considered. Do windows or roofs occupy the most
space? Therefore, does it make sense to insulate the roofs first, or install doubleglazing? How about a single wall overlooking the internal yard, where the heat is
unbearable during summer? When it comes to shading, it is quite possible to have
clever, beautiful, and simple designs to ensure that the sun does not overheat our
homes. Exterior rendering and colours is also crucial. In Malta, does it make sense for
walls to be painted dark grey or black? Mediterranean people love colours, and light
colours should be used in order to avoid overheating. Homes which are built below
the minimum energy standards set by regulations should be boycotted. External
walls must be insulated, or at least be of the double wall type.
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Consider solar energy – should people go for photovoltaics (PV), or solar
heating? For the same amount of energy saving, solar heaters occupy half
the space of PV panels, cost 50% less, and are three times more efficient.
Moreover, solar water heaters store energy for the night, whilst PV requires
purchasing electricity from the grid after sunset. The only large scale solar
heating project in Malta was built in 2004, by the Housing Authority in St
Julian’s. From this point on, the popularity of solar heating dropped.
It is important to look at existing policies, and whether these are always effective.
New 2015 regulations dictate that a solar heater and a solar PV panel cannot be
placed more than one metre above roof level. This is inhibiting the full potential of
solar systems in Malta, and is technically unsound. Facades could easily be used to
install PV systems, while providing shading for indoor areas. Creative solutions are
needed. The ground can be used to absorb heat in winter, and reject heat in summer.
This is already standard practice in the USA, and in parts of Europe.
It’s similarly important to be aware of our surrounding environment, and our
collective wellbeing. Over 60% of solar UV radiation can reach our bodies on a clear
sunny day, even in the shade. An umbrella no longer provides enough protection
from UV radiation. App technology can now assist individuals to monitor safe levels
of exposure to UV radiation, allowing for sustainability in caring for ourselves and
protecting our bodies from harmful radiation. Both formal and informal education
is needed, in order to increase awareness of how energy efficient systems work. It
should not be assumed that an energy efficient system will save energy. They must
be used correctly, in order to be successful.
The choice belongs to each and every one of us. Just like this child, about to make
their choice during the traditional Maltese quċċija on their first birthday.

WILL THE COIN BE PICKED UP FIRST?
IS THIS THE MOST IMPORTANT PRIORITY?
Or will the choice be made to save the world, by undertaking a fair share on
sustainable energy? Do we want happy and smiling children living in a healthy world,
or will we allow children who are lacking in wellbeing? The choice is ours to make.
Let us start with one simple, energy-saving activity today.
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PROMOTE SUSTAINED, INCLUSIVE
AND SUSTAINABLE

ECONOMIC GROWTH,
EMPLOYMENT,
FULL AND PRODUCTIVE

AND DECENT WORK FOR ALL.

SDG 8 - DECENT WORK & ECONOMIC GROWTH
DR GORDON CORDINA & DR SUE VELLA

Sustained, Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Growth
Within the list of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), this goal perhaps best
emphasises the importance of work, productivity and competitiveness.
Increasing Work, Productivity, Competitiveness towards Growth
There are several factors contributing towards economic growth, to the extent that
it is difficult to attribute it to one single factor. In other words, it is very difficult to
define economic growth. So what drives it?
1. Is it work? Is this a necessary ‘evil’ to achieve economic growth?

“...CURSED IS THE
GROUND BECAUSE OF YOU.
YOU'LL EAT FROM IT THROUGH
PAIN-FILLED LABOUR FOR
THE REST OF YOUR LIFE.”
(GENESIS 3:17)
2. Is it a tenuous promise?
“If you can look into the seeds of time and say, which grain will grow, and which will
not, speak then to me.”
(Shakespeare, Macbeth 1:3)
3. Is growth about increasing production?
“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they
go among so many?”
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and
they sat down (about five thousand men were there). Jesus then took the loaves,
gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He
did the same with the fish.
(John 6: 1-14)
4. Or better allocation of available resources?
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and
broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them
to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was
about five thousand men, besides women and children.
(Matthew 14: 13-21)
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5. Does it reflect the basis of all
human endeavour and achievemnet?

“THE CONSEQUENCES FOR HUMAN
WELFARE INVOLVED IN QUESTIONS
(CONCERNING ECONOMIC GROWTH)
ARE SIMPLY STAGGERING: ONCE ONE
STARTS TO THINK ABOUT THEM, IT IS
HARD TO THINK ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE.”
(R.E. LUCAS (1980)
The problem with this is that we often try to measure something that we do not even
understand. So, granted that we do not clearly understand the nature of growth,
how do we measure it?

The most common indicator of economic growth is that of changes in the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). The economic growth registered over a five-year period is
an average of 3% growth per annum (NSO, Gross Domestic product, New Releases:
NR046/2015 & NR195/2014). Malta’s economic growth is approximately ten times
that of the EU average, with an income per capita around 80% of the EU average
(Eurostat, Main GDP aggregate per capita, 6th May 2016). However, it is important
to note that while the Maltese economy is growing, the average size of households
has fallen. This requires more resources to keep up with the cost of living, while the
share of labour income out of the total income in the economy has dropped.
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Is growth inclusive?

Inclusive growth occurs when every section of society reaps the benefits stemming
from economic growth. Over the past 5 years, there has been an increase
in employment (NSO, Labour Force Survey, News Releases: NR050/2016 &
NR058/2015). Malta is particularly focusing on the tertiary sector of the economy.
The number of professional workers over the past five years has increased, while
the number of workers in elementary occupations has dropped. Attention has also
been directed towards creating and implementing new incentives to attract women
back to the labour market. To this end, for every new job taken up by a male in
the past five years, there were four new jobs occupied by women. The increase in
employment is also attributed to an increase in immigrant workers, the number of
migrant workers being three times what it was five years ago.

Nonetheless, there are issues which require immediate attention. One such issue
is the high rate of early school leavers. One in five youth are early school leavers
(Eurostat, Early Leavers from education and training, 6th May 2016), and only
one half of people with secondary education or lower are employed. Given that
employment for unskilled workers is diminishing as the economy develops and
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moves towards tertiary sectors, there is the need to promote lifelong learning and
further incentivise individuals to remain in education. In line with this, the average
salary of a professional is twice that of a worker in an elementary occupation. While
the average salary of a professional has risen over the past five years (NSO, Labour
Force Survey, News Releases: NR050/2016 & NR058/2015), that of a worker in an
elementary occupation has not.
Can we sustain growth?

Sustaining growth in the long run depends greatly on the usage of available
resources and their productivity. At present, the productivity per hour that is worked
has improved over the past five years, however the productivity per worker has
only increased slightly, given that new workers appear to be working fewer hours.
Employment in certain economic sectors like manufacturing is declining; however
jobs within the ‘old’ economy show sustained growth. The economy needs to divert
its attention to sectors falling within what is known as the ‘new economy’ (in which
digital gaming, maritime and niche tourism markets have developed). There are
sectors with potential, but which are as yet unexploited.
There are other issues to be considered, such as the ageing population, long term
health care, and the environment. This must all be addressed appropriately. If not,
this will exercise pressures on government expenditure, and could potentially
damage the current positive economic scenario, which includes a public debt which
is stabilising towards 60% of GDP (NSO, General Government Debt and Deficit under
the Maastricht Treaty: First Reporting of 2016, News Releases: NR065/2016).
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The main risks that Malta could be facing include:

• OVER-RELIANCE ON SECTORS WITH NO FUNDAMENTAL PRODUCTIVITY
PROPOSITION IN MALTA;
• EXCESSIVE CONCENTRATION;
• IMBALANCE BETWEEN DEMANDS FROM INVESTMENT AND SUPPLY OF
LABOUR, ENVIRONMENT AND HUMAN CAPITAL;
• EXCESSIVE INVESTMENT WITH INSUFFICIENT LINKAGES AND
MULTIPLIER EFFECTS WITH THE REST OF THE ECONOMY.
Malta should focus on increasing
economic activity based on a
holistic
lifestyle
proposition,
making Malta a cosmopolitan
place in which to work, live, rest,
heal, and learn. Malta can afford
to pick and choose investments
which best fit its growth vocation,
and focus on investment with the
highest value added propositions.
The fundamental starting point in
this decision is the population, its
characteristics and aspirations for
work and quality of life, and the
environmental and social capital,
underpinned by the maximisation
of efficiency and effectiveness
in business and in public
expenditure. This should reflect
Malta’s vision for sustainable
economic development.
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BUILD RESILIENT

INFRASTRUCTURE,
PROMOTE INCLUSIVE
AND SUSTAINABLE

INDUSTRIALIZATION
AND FOSTER INNOVATION.

SDG 9 - INDUSTRY, INNOVATION, AND INFRASTRUCTURE
PROF GODFREY BALDACCHINO

In a national context, SDG 9 reviews the need to offer infrastructural amenities which
facilitate smooth transportation; support and upgrade the industrial activity that
drives Maltese exports; and encourage innovative practices that pave the way to
new business ideas.

In spite of being a small and relatively resource poor island state, the Maltese islands
have done well in attracting and holding on to a critical mass of foreign manufacturing
companies. A wave of capital flight out of the European heartland in the late 1950s
coincided with Malta’s foray into industrialisation, and its search for a viable alternative
to its historic fortress economy destiny. For the past 60 years, this condition has
provided us with a very useful cushion of foreign investment that has offered stable
and competitive employment and valuable skill formation to our workforce. Firms
like Brandstatter, De La Rue, Methode Electronics, STMicroelectronics and Trelleborg
have moved up the value chain and have now been in Malta for decades. They offer
thousands of well-paid jobs, and ensure that the country’s small economy remains
diversified, and therefore more resilient to external shocks.

Meanwhile, the Maltese economy has moved on. It is now the nexus of a range
of diverse industries that take advantage of political stability, strong work ethic,
an institutionalised labour relations landscape, high and broad English language
proficiency, enabling legislation, and, overall, an enviable quality of life. Aquaculture,
generic pharma, financial services, information technology services and electronic
gaming have all become significant economic niches.

Malta has, in the meantime, also nurtured its own Maltese owned and managed
companies. Corinthia Group is a Maltese multi-national firm, while Bortex, Farsons,
and Intercomp are now all in the export business. These home-grown firms are
evidence of a coming of age in Malta’s development trajectory.
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THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT
CHANGE HAS BEEN SEAMLESS.
60 years ago, every family in Malta would have had at least one
relative (most likely male) working at the Admiralty Dockyard.
This is no longer the case: the Dockyard is now a much smaller
outfit, and is operated as a Palumbo shipyard. However, as
islanders, the Maltese have maintained their natural calling to the
sea, by developing various other commercial activities around
it. These range from Malta Freeport and a Ship register, to the
marina services offered to visiting yachts and pleasure craft.
And still more can yet be done in this maritime sector.
With coming of age and a stronger economy comes the need to become more
visible and better known for the right things. One challenge is to craft a reputation
for quality, reliability, and excellence, driven by a suite of products and services that
sell, thanks to their association with all things Maltese. Authentic and attractive
handcrafts, food, drink and wine do their part in branding Malta – and also Gozo,
now with its own beer and wine – in the eyes of external onlookers and potential
clients.

Meanwhile, let us remain keenly aware of the importance of being on the lookout for
new business ideas. The Kordin Business Incubation Centre (KBIC) and the Take Off
facility at the University of Malta are but two examples of hotbeds of entrepreneurial
energies being discovered, honed and unleashed, possibly leading to viable and
profitable business propositions. We do need a much better accommodation of
the formal education and training experience, with a flair for entrepreneurship
proper. Too many people succeed in the business world after having passed through
disappointing years of uninspiring schooling.
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Finally, for all this to happen, one needs suitable transportation infrastructure. The
country has developed itself as a hub for airborne, maritime, as well as mercantile
transport. However we also face the major headache of over 330,000 vehicles on a
land area of just over 300 km2. The love affair with the private vehicle is leading to
a ‘tragedy of the commons’ situation that is not generating a salubrious quality of
life. Private car use needs to be disincentivised (such as with more parking metres),
while alternative forms of public transit need to be seriously explored and supported
by the requisite infrastructure (such as walking paths and cycling lanes).

IS IT ALSO TIME TO ASSESS
THE FEASIBILITY OF AN
UNDERGROUND METRO SYSTEM,
AND INCORPORATING
A GOZO-MALTA LINE?
“This is the 456 Service from Valletta
to Xewkija. The Doors are Now Closing.
Mind the Gap.”
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REDUCE INEQUALITY
WITHIN AND AMONG
COUNTRIES.

SDG 10 - REDUCED INEQUALITIES
DR KATRINE CAMILLERI

THIS IS LINH, A YOUNG WOMAN FROM VIETNAM,
WHOSE STORY HIGHLIGHTS WHY IT IS FUNDAMENTAL
TO WORK TO REDUCE INEQUALITY WITHIN AND AMONG
NATIONS, WHICH IS WHAT SDG 10 IS ALL ABOUT.
Vietnam is the Eastern-most country on the Indo-China peninsula, with a population
of over 90 million people. Overall, in Vietnam, inequality has grown relatively little
in the past few years, especially when compared to other countries in the region,
such as China. However, the country still faces major inequality concerns, especially
in terms of access to opportunities for rural Vietnamese and ethnic minorities, and
the – approximately one in every million Vietnamese is super-rich – and the rest of
the population World Bank, 2014). This is particularly the case for rural Vietnamese
and ethnic minorities. It is said that the wealth gap is particularly graphic in towns
like Hanoi, where motorbikes carrying four or five people drive alongside flashy cars
owned by the super rich.
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Linh is from a village in Vietnam, where she lived with her husband and children.
Although her husband farmed and she worked full time in a factory sewing clothes
for export, they didn’t make enough to make ends meet. Conditions of work at
the factory were poor and her wage, though possibly within the legal limit, was
insufficient to allow her to live with dignity. So her family took a loan, equivalent to
two years salary, with the intention of paying an agent to get a supposedly well paid
job in Europe. However, once in Europe, things didn’t work out as planned. She was
exploited; her employer withheld her wages and her passport, and threatened to
deport her if she complained. Eventually she left with some of her friends and today
she’s fighting for compensation.
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Linh’s fate is not unique. It’s similar to that of so many millions of people living in
poverty the world over. And although there has been progress through the Millennium
Development Goals in addressing inequality and poverty, about 795 million people
are undernourished globally (FAO, IFAD and WFP 2015). According to Oxfam (2016),
income and wealth inequality rates are among the highest in the last half century.
Many people still don’t have access to basic services like education, healthcare, or
decent accommodation. Recent statistics released by Oxfam show that 62 of the
richest people in the world own the same wealth as the 3.6 billion poorest people
(Oxfam 2016). So it’s little wonder that, like Linh, many decide to migrate in search
of the possibility to live with dignity and to provide a decent future for their children
by sending money home to pay for the things they need.
Remittances are huge - 581.6 billion dollars in 2015 (Ratha et al, 2016) with most
of it going to developing countries. In the Global South remittances often make up
a large proportion of the country’s economy. One such example is Somalia, where
remittances make up between 25-40% of the country’s economy (Orozco & Yansura,
2013); more than the amount it receives in humanitarian aid, development aid, and
foreign direct investment combined. Nearly half the population depends on these
remittances – not to buy something extra, but to meet their daily needs.
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For many migrants, the decision to leave is a lonely and heartbreaking one. It involves
leaving behind everything that gives life meaning, to give their family the possibility
to live.

PHOTO CREDIT
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This photo of migrant workers, taken by Bangladeshi photographer Shahihdul Alam, just
moments before they boarded the plane, captures something of this sense of profound
loss. Talking about the photo, he said: “Many stop just before boarding. The cocky gait has
gone. The sad faces look out longingly at the small figures silhouetted on the rooftops.
They wave, and they wave, and they wave.” Until they are herded into the aircraft. “One
by one they disengage themselves, probably realising for the first time just what they’re
leaving behind.”
The reality is that for the poor, the options to migrate legally are very limited. So it’s no
wonder that many resort to smugglers, agents, and traffickers to gain access to a country
where they can work to sustain their families. The risks inherent in these choices are
great. Many who travel illegally lose their lives, and those who make it are often punished
because of their irregular migration status. Worse, they’re portrayed as undeserving of
support and assistance, because they are ‘only’ economic migrants. Others, like Linh,
fall victim to traffickers and find themselves exceedingly vulnerable to exploitation and
abuse. Many migrant workers, even if they are not trafficked, are effectively tied to their
jobs by the huge debts they incurred to make the journey, and by the fact that their stay
is totally dependent on their employer. They have undertaken huge debts to make their
journey, and their stay is totally dependent on their employer.
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Given the indispensability of migration on the one hand, and the human cost on the
other, it’s no wonder that one of the targets established in order to reach SDG 10 is
to promote and facilitate orderly, safe, regular, and responsible migration of people
– not of rich people, as it is today, but of all people, even the poor.
Some might ask: “Why should we bother? Nobody asked them to come, we don’t
need them. This has nothing to do with us.” So I will end with a quote by Martin
Luther King, which brilliantly sums up why we should bother. He says this:

“WHATEVER AFFECTS ONE DIRECTLY,
AFFECTS ALL INDIRECTLY. I CAN NEVER
BE WHAT I OUGHT TO BE UNTIL YOU ARE
WHAT YOU OUGHT TO BE. THIS IS THE
INTERRELATED STRUCTURE OF REALITY.”
As Martin Luther King says, we are called
to act. Sitting on the sidelines shouldn’t
be an option. Let us not be indicted in
the future for our indifference, our fear,
and our unwillingness to take action to
promote human dignity.
PHOTO CREDIT
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'WE WILL HAVE TO REPENT IN THIS
GENERATION NOT MERELY FOR
THE HATEFUL WORDS AND
ACTIONS OF THE BAD PEOPLE
BUT FOR THE APPALLING SILENCE
OF THE GOOD PEOPLE.’
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MAKE CITIES AND
HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

INCLUSIVE, SAFE,
RESILIENT &
SUSTAINABLE.
SDG 11 - SUSTAINABLE CITIES
PERIT AMBER WISMAYER

SDG 11 covers a vast area of expertise, specifically addressing Sustainable Cities
and Communities. It aims to make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.
Essentially, it introduces the concept of sustainable development as one of the
principles underlining the wellbeing of society.
Sustainable development should conform to socio-economic, cultural and
environmental conditions. The primary purpose of buildings has evolved from the
provision of shelter, to one that also promotes health and comfort at minimal impact
to the environment.
Although this may be the ultimate goal, the road to achieving it is long and arduous.
Buildings contribute considerably to global greenhouse gas emissions, and are
accountable for a significant percentage of energy consumption. The construction
sector plays an important role in reducing energy demand and greenhouse gas
emissions. However, it also presents considerable sustainability challenges in
attaining energy savings and minimising environmental impact: target 11.6 deals
specifically with this issue.

THE OBJECTIVE OF REDUCING ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT IS NOT ONLY DESIGNED TO PROTECT
OUR PLANET: IT IS ALSO DESIGNED TO
PROTECT US THROUGH, FOR INSTANCE,
IMPROVED AIR QUALITY.
One means of ensuring improved air quality is by planting more trees, and protecting
existing green lungs in our towns and cities. Aside from beautifying a space by
creating peaceful, lush and shaded areas, trees offer many advantages. They establish
a healthy environment for relaxation, where we may enjoy a little bit of nature in
a very urbanised landscape. They combat climate change by absorbing carbon
dioxide and pollutant gases. They clean the air and provide oxygen by filtering and
trapping particulates. They cool our streets and homes, reducing energy demand
and improving comfort, by providing shade and delivering water vapour into our
atmosphere. They prevent water waste pollution and soil erosion, and have been
shown to reduce violence in neighbourhoods and create unity. In other words, their
benefits are numerous, widespread and extremely valuable.
Target 11.7 encourages access to green public spaces by 2030, with all the attendant
benefits. Unfortunately, there are substantial obstacles in the way of reaching this
goal. In fact, many seem determined to do quite the opposite, by butchering the
trees that have survived using only help from nature, and uprooting those that stand
in the way of creating barren, re-developed piazzas. Considering that this is possibly
the simplest target, this certainly does not augur well for the rest.

THE GLOBAL GOALS

SDG 11 - SUSTAINABLE CITIES & COMMUNITIES

51

Target 11.2, for example, is significantly more difficult to accomplish. It requires that
we provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport systems.
Specifically, it encourages facilitating the use of public transport.
In discussing transport systems - if the ultimate scope really is sustainability and a move
towards a healthier, safer and more energy-conscious future – buses should not be the
only means addressed. The master plan should also develop through a holistic approach
designed to integrate alternative solutions, and incorporate means of encouraging and
facilitating cycling, and walking. Thinking laterally, internationally renowned architect Sir
Norman Foster introduced the SkyCycle concept in London – a means of creating a safe
space for cyclists in a congested city. By using the corridors above existing railway routes,
the proposal provides car-free lanes ideally located for commuters. Pedestrianisation
or semi-pedestrianisation of areas is a radical change, and often a controversial one.
However, other countries have demonstrated, when implemented correctly, this can
have a notable impact on our quality of life.
Target 11.1 deals more directly with the architectural sector by seeking to ensure access
for all to affordable housing, and incentivising the upgrading of slums. Making adequate,
safe and affordable housing a possibility for all has never been a simple task, and one
can argue that it is becoming more and more gruelling. Essentially, as the construction
industry continues to peak, so do property prices. The case of Valletta is a typical
example. A quick search on any agency website will confirm that the price of an average
2-bedroom apartment has soared to somewhat unachievable limits for an average
working couple. It is unacceptable to control the market: so what's the solution? Do we
accept that certain areas are limited only to specific buyers, and that gentrification will
take place? This phenomenon has occurred locally, most recently in Birgu and L-Isla, and
the effects have been felt by the local community.
Of course, there remains the option to opt for new development. Target 11.c encourages
us to construct sustainable and resilient buildings using local material. Interestingly, one of
the original conditions of building in Valletta was that the construction material is sourced
on site, in the process resulting in the availability of a water cistern. This is only one of the
numerous ways in which our predecessors were far more efficient. Heritage buildings
were configured to address the local context. Given our climate, emphasis was placed
on passive environmental control systems designed to cool interiors. Unfortunately, it
seems that nowadays there is little appreciation for these mechanisms, with energysavers opting for renewable means of lowering costs, rather than reducing demand.
Target 11.4 strongly urges that cultural and natural heritage sites are protected and
safeguarded - this includes architectural heritage. We have at our disposal a built legacy
that allows us to be intrinsically energy efficient, and tapping into this resource should
be prioritised. Her Excellency the President of Malta has taken up this challenge wholeheartedly. By using San Anton Palace as a research case study, the role of heritage buildings
in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and EU targets may be solidified and
promoted. By doing so, we are also falling in line with target 11.b - an overarching goal that
seeks to adopt and implement means of resource efficiency, mitigation and adaptation
to climate change. There must be an impetus for this challenge to be taken up nationwide, thereby achieving high-level energy reduction.
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ENSURE SUSTAINABLE

CONSUMPTION AND
PRODUCTION
PATTERNS.

SDG 12 - RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION & PRODUCTION
PROF PAUL PACE

ALTHOUGH EARTH EXCHANGES ENERGY WITH ITS
SURROUNDINGS, LOSES SOME PARTICLES INTO SPACE,
AND IS VISITED BY THE OCCASIONAL METEORITE, THE
AMOUNT OF MATTER (STUFF) ON EARTH REMAINS
RELATIVELY CONSTANT CONSIDERING ITS SIZE.
Consequently, our Earth is essentially a ‘closed’ system. This statement implies two
important principles that need to be at the forefront of our plans (both large and
small) regarding the use of our resources:
•

•

The Earth is a system made up of various components that interact with one
another in ways that may not be fully understood. This means that changes in
one of these components have repercussions on other components, with (at
times) unexpected consequences.
In a closed system, you have to make do with what you have, since the amount
of stuff (matter) is finite. As a result, in Nature we find numerous cycles that
transform substances (chemicals) from one form to another. Nestled within these
cycles are different life forms that have learned to live and interact with each
other within these cycles. In this system there is no waste, because the waste of
one is food for the other. An example of a simple cycle is shown here:
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On reflection, this concept of natural cycles implies that, essentially, we are what
we consume. Consequently, if harmful substances enter the cycle, they can easily
become part of our system. With all the toxic substances finding their way into
what we eat, drink, and inhale, it is no wonder that there is a high incidence of
environmentally-related deaths.

Over the years, through the misguided feeling of supremacy over Nature that the
Industrial Revolution promoted, these cycles have been converted into chains
(production lines); these chains hold the constant depletion of resources (due to
extraction) at one end, and the accumulation of waste on the other. As a result, our
home and planet has been trashed, in the hopes of generating more wealth and
increasing wellbeing. On the contrary, the economic models adopted did not deliver
what they promised, rather increasing the gap between the haves and the have
nots, generating conflicts, wrecking communities, and promoting lifestyles that are
detrimental to our health. All of these appear tolerable insofar as they contribute to
an increase in GDP, irrespective of the fact that our actions are not sustainable, and
our carrying capacity is being surpassed. If every person on Earth lived the lifestyle
and choices of an average European, then the resources of 2.5 planets would be
needed in order to meet our wants.
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“WHAT WE CALL MAN'S
POWER OVER NATURE TURNS
OUT TO BE A POWER EXERCISED
BY SOME MEN OVER OTHER MEN
WITH NATURE AS ITS INSTRUMENT.”
(C.S. LEWIS)
There is, therefore, an urgent need for reflection about our current lifestyles, asking
whether this rat race is really contributing towards our wellbeing - as individuals, and
as a community. This must be done in order for work on re-establishing the Earth’s
natural cycles to begin, so that the world can start living within its carrying capacity.
In his influential encyclical Laudato Si`, Pope Francis says “We have not yet managed
to adopt a circular model of production capable of preserving resources for present
and future generations, while limiting as much as possible the use of non-renewable
resources, moderating their consumption, maximizing their efficient use, reusing
and recycling them.”
There are several strategies that can be adopted to achieve this, which seek to:
(a) Reduce resource use, degradation and pollution by:
•

•

•

re-establishing cycles – this can be achieved by promoting systems thinking in
our plans for development, i.e. learning how to think and function in a complex
dynamic world where everything is interconnected;
extending the life-cycle of products - most of the stuff that is regularly thrown
away, especially electrical and electronic equipment waste, textiles and furniture,
can be repaired and reused; and
avoiding wastage, particularly food waste. Each year, an estimated one third of
all food produced – an equivalent to 1.3 billion tonnes worth around $1 trillion ends up as food waste.
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(b) Find change-making solutions (such as those suggested in the Story of Stuff
Project) which:
•
•
•
•
•
•

transform us from consumers (focused on living for oneself) to citizens (focused
on living with others);
help us to share solutions and team up to scale up impact on our communities;
get support from industries/companies whose products are safe, long-lasting
and easy to recycle;
provide lifelong and life-wide education for citizens;
provide adequate information regarding products on offer through standards
and labels; and
strive for good governance, particularly from government, as it should be the
guardian of the common good.
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“WE HAVE NOT YET MANAGED
TO ADOPT A CIRCULAR MODEL
OF PRODUCTION CAPABLE
OF PRESERVING RESOURCES
FOR PRESENT AND FUTURE
GENERATIONS, WHILE LIMITING
AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE THE
USE OF NON-RENEWABLE
RESOURCES, MODERATING THEIR
CONSUMPTION, MAXIMIZING THEIR
EFFICIENT USE, REUSING AND
RECYCLING THEM.”
POPE FRANCIS, LAUDATO SI
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TAKE URGENT

ACTION
CLIMATE CHANGE
TO COMBAT

AND ITS IMPACTS.

SDG 13 - CLIMATE ACTION
MR ALAN PULIS

“WE NEED TO RAPIDLY EXPAND AND ACCELERATE CLIMATE ACTION
AT EVERY LEVEL – FROM THE LOCAL TO THE GLOBAL. WE MUST GO
FURTHER AND WE MUST GO FASTER IN LINE WITH WHAT SCIENCE
REQUIRES TO LIMIT TEMPERATURE RISE TO LESS THAN 2 DEGREES.”
BAN KI-MOON CLOSING ADDRESS AT COP21
It is the most defining global challenge of our times.
The science is unequivocal, and the evidence overwhelming: the planet is heating up
at unprecedented rates, and as a consequence of industrialisation. Human progress
has perturbed the natural processes of global carbon.
We live in a high-carbon world that is no longer sustainable. The 20C threshold
politically agreed in Copenhagen is now cast in the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement,
and there is not much left from the safe carbon budget still available to humanity.
In just 200 years, insignificant on a geological scale, humanity has altered the planet’s
climate dynamics. Millions of tonnes of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas
continue to be released to the atmosphere, as a by-product of humankind’s quest to
meet ever-increasing energy needs.
The finely-tuned clockwork of the global carbon cycle has been experiencing
a disruption like never before, for at least the last half a million years. Should
anthropogenic CO2 emissions be stopped right now, global average temperatures
would still keep on rising. At best, there is no option but to invest in climate
adaptation measures, in order to help cope with climate change as it is currently
happening. Mitigation alone – such as shifting to the cleanest fossil fuel natural gas
or, say, retrofitting power stations with carbon capture technologies – is not enough.
Humanity must act on climate change happening now.

HOWEVER, BEHIND THE BIGGEST CHALLENGES (IF NOT THREATS), THERE
ARE ALWAYS OPPORTUNITIES - CHANCES THAT MUST NOT BE MISSED.
COP21 in Paris was not just a unique political success. Its bottom-up approach,
coupled with the good will of the major economic blocks, has put the world on
course to a more sustainable future by sowing the seeds for the development of a
global green economy in the 21st century.
This is not exactly a magic wand solution, however it does provide a foundation to
help lessen fossil fuel dependency. The question is simple: shall humanity embrace
the COP21 message, that we need to shift towards a new global economic paradigm
that puts sustainable lifestyles at its core?
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The ball is in the policymakers’ court, now more than ever. Will they pass the litmus
test? What decisions – including economic decisions – will be taken to ensure that
the future is built within the framework of a sustainable global carbon budget? How
shall we mould a new economic model that ensures a more holistic way of valuing
environmental resources and commodities, possibly even in monetary terms? How
can climate justice be achieved? Will the industrialised economies of the West fully
shoulder their responsibilities, and pump in the billions that are needed to activate
a robust and durable global climate finance mechanism? But how far shall the
emerging economies go on carbon, in view of their rapidly increasing greenhouse
gas contributions that come with unprecedented economic development?
Shall the Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) mechanism enshrined
in the COP21 process mechanism serve successfully to cap global carbon emissions?
And shall country pledges be honoured after all?
There are too many questions, and no straightforward answers. Yet it is the future
of our children, grandchildren and beyond that hangs in the balance.
There is an urgent need for the dissemination of more knowledge and awareness
about the climate phenomenon. What matters most is that this ultimately translates
into action on what must be done globally, to shift societies to low-carbon.

COMPLACENCY ON CLIMATE
ISSUES IS HUMANKIND’S
WORST ENEMY.
WE CANNOT AFFORD TO PAY
THE PRICE OF INACTION.
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CONSERVE AND SUSTAINABLY
USE THE OCEANS, SEAS AND
MARINE RESOURCES FOR

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT.

SDG 14 - LIFE BELOW WATER
PROF ALAN DEIDUN

Despite their compelling nature and their reference to sustainable development, the
Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s), adopted at the Millennium Development
Summit in September 2000, failed to make specific reference to binding goals
extending to the oceans. The launch of the Sustainability Development Goals (SDG’s)
in September 2015 thus marked a veritable change in this area, in that a specific Goal
was allocated to the conservation of the oceans. This development has been hailed
by ocean governance and marine conservation practitioners far and wide, since it
marks the United Nation’s acknowledgement of the multifarious issues surrounding
human-sea relations, and the pivotal role played by the oceans in regulating our
climate, and in resource provision.

DISSECTING SDG 14 INTO THE COMPONENT SUBOBJECTIVES REVEALS THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE
CURRENT PRESSURES BEING FACED BY THE OCEANS.
THE KALEIDOSCOPE OF ISSUES RANGES, IN FACT, FROM
MARINE POLLUTION (INCLUDING PLASTIC AND NUTRIENTS
– OBJECTIVE 14.1) TO OCEAN ACIDIFICATION (OBJECTIVE
14.3), IUU (ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, UNREGULATED) FISHING
(OBJECTIVE 14.4), FRACTION OF MARINE AREA INCLUDED
WITHIN MPA’S (MARINE PROTECTED AREAS – OBJECTIVE
14.5) AND ECONOMIC SUBSIDIES TO SIDS (SMALL ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT STATES) AND LDC’S (LEAST DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES – OBJECTIVE 14.7).
The urgency of conserving the ocean and the vast array of resources it offers, and
the ambitious nature of the SDG 14 objectives, are best conveyed through selected
statistics – for instance, under 3% of the global ocean is enclosed within some form
of MPA, whilst objective 14.5 stipulates that, by 2020, that fraction should rise to
10%. The Mediterranean Sea is considered by researchers to harbour the highest
concentration of microplastics (plastic particles having a diameter which is smaller
than 5mm) in the world, with an estimated 250 billion microplastic particles for the
entire Basin, and with some plastic litter, including bottles and bags, even finding
their way to deep canyons, at sea depths of several thousand metres. IUU fishing
is now recognised as an international environmental crime and is responsible for
an estimated 50% of all global fish catches, with such illicit activity being worth an
estimated 10-23.5 billion dollars. Courtesy of ocean acidification, which has been
branded as global warming’s ‘evil twin’, the oceans are more acidic now than they
have been in the past 300 million years.
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The SDG 14 objectives, however, seek remedies and solutions. For instance, objective
14.7a speaks about the need to increase scientific knowledge, develop research
capacities, and transfer marine technology. Objective 14.7b speaks about the need
to provide access of small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets,
whilst objective 14.7c promotes the full implementation of international maritime
law, as embodied within UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea).
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LITTER (MAINLY PLASTIC) ON A BEACH IN TANZANIA. MOST SEA-BORNE
PLASTIC ORIGINATES FROM A LAND BASE.
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Well-managed Marine Protected Areas (MPA’s) benefit fisheries through the spillover effect, as well as contributing to the conservation of natural habitats and wild
populations of fished species.

PHOTO CREDIT NOAA (WWW.PMEL.NOAA.GOV)

The effects of ocean acidification on marine organisms might potentially be
devastating, if current trends persist. The ones to suffer the most are those having
calcareous outer shells and skeletons, including molluscs, echinoderms and
crustaceans.
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PROTECT, RESTORE
& PROMOTE

SUSTAINABLE USE OF
TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS,
SUSTAINABLY MANAGE FORESTS,
COMBAT DESERTIFICATION,
AND HALT AND REVERSE LAND
DEGRADATION AND HALT
BIODIVERSITY LOSS.

SDG 15 - LIFE ON LAND
MS ANNALISE FALZON

“15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial
and inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands,
mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements.”
Despite its small scale, the Maltese Islands have an array of ecosystems, and a rich
biodiversity – yet virtually all are subject to great human pressures. Some habitats
are so rare and fragile that they are limited to very few localities and minuscule
areas, which makes them all the more vulnerable.
Malta forms part of the international network Natura 2000, and has designated 34
terrestrial sites – yet so far only a handful of sites are managed, whereas the majority
of areas are only protected on paper, and subject to largely unsustainable practices.
All healthy ecosystems provide countless free services - from pollination of crops, to
flood control, to soil conservation, to endless opportunities for outdoor environmental
education, and recreation for healthier lifestyles.
“15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types
of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase
afforestation and reforestation globally”
Malta only has a couple of small remnants of ancient woodlands, but the seeds
of the old trees have given rise to several afforestation projects, such as at Wied
Għollieqa Nature Reserve. The abandoned fields next to the University of Malta were
gradually restored from 1990 onwards, to become a tree sanctuary with several
thousand indigenous trees, and plenty of benefits which can be reaped for hundreds
of years to come. These include water catchment for groundwater replenishment,
floodwater control for settlements further downstream, soil conservation, increase
in wildlife returning to the site, new birds nesting, creation of shade, a green lung in
the midst of a continuous urban sprawl, and an opportunity for many students who
have learnt about trees on site over the years.

THE GLOBAL GOALS

SDG 15 - LIFE ON LAND

69

Yet while children participate with great enthusiasm on tree-planting days, elsewhere,
on a weekly basis, we hear of the many trees in both urban and rural areas which
are being given the axe for development, infrastructure, or embellishment projects.
“15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats,
halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of
threatened species”
Some species of flora and fauna have very restricted ranges, and are limited to unique
habitats – needless to say, the survival of these species depends on the conservation
of the ecosystem to which they belong.
A case in point – a handful of perennial watercourses are home to a unique endemic
species listed as endangered: the Maltese Freshwater Crab. Although both the species
and its habitat are technically protected, there needs to be an urgent intervention as
we risk losing an irreplaceable part of our natural heritage.

THE GLOBAL GOALS

SDG 15 - LIFE ON LAND

70

Some plants have become so rare they are only known from one or two sites, such
as the Butterfly Orchid and the Southern Tulip.
“15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of
flora and fauna and address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products”
Malta is often in the limelight on the issue of poaching birds. Migratory species
require transboundary efforts at conservation, as their migration is only one part of
the hurdles they face for survival. The loss of habitats and increase in pesticides are
already major threats, which should translate into a total commitment towards ending
human disturbances to their long perilous voyages. Less visible is the trafficking of
other wild animals, including rare species imported illegally for the pet trade, as well
as the illicit collection of rare orchids, to mention a few concerns.
Despite an increasingly detached lifestyle from nature, we rarely realise that our true
wellbeing depends on the wellbeing of the ecosystems around us. Forgetting these
links of interdependence will inevitably lead to a form of unsustainable living, which
can only lead to further degradation on so many human levels – including mental
and physical health, poverty, and injustice.
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PROMOTE PEACEFUL AND
INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES FOR

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT,

PROVIDE ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR ALL AND
BUILD EFFECTIVE, ACCOUNTABLE AND
INCLUSIVE INSTITUTIONS AT ALL LEVELS.

SDG 16 - PEACE, JUSTICE, & STRONG INSTITUTIONS
DR MARY GRACE VELLA

Imagine a world without wars, violence and conflict; abuse and exploitation;
corruption and discrimination. This is the very ambitious objective of SDG 16, which
is envisaged to be implemented through 12 main targets.
Target 1: Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere.
War is the worst form of mass murder. The death toll in World War II reached around
80 million. The current conflict in Syria has already taken the lives of more than
470,000 people (Syrian Center for Policy Research, 2016). This amounts to the size
of the total Maltese population, and the number increases every day.

TARGET 2: END ABUSE, EXPLOITATION,
TRAFFICKING AND ALL FORMS OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST AND TORTURE OF CHILDREN.
Children’s vulnerability makes them easy prey for abuse and exploitation. It is
estimated that around 8.4 million children live in conditions of modern day slavery, as a
result of trafficking, debt bondage, forced recruitment in armed conflict, prostitution,
pornography and other illicit activities (International Labour Organisation, 2012).
Target 3: Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels, and ensure
equal access to justice for all.
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This target means that no one is, or rather should be, above the law. It stipulates
that the law applies equally to everyone, and that there is clear separation of powers
between the legislative, executive, and judicial systems

TARGET 4: SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE ILLICIT
FINANCIAL AND ARMS FLOWS, STRENGTHEN
THE RECOVERY AND RETURN OF STOLEN
ASSETS AND COMBAT ALL FORMS OF
ORGANIZED CRIME.
The armaments industry is a huge and corrupt industry, which makes profit out
of the misery of others. World military spending last year reached over 1.6 trillion
dollars (SIPRI, 2016).
Target 5: Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms.
War, instability and conflict provide fertile ground for bribery and corruption. In
turn, organized crime threatens peace and security, violates human rights, and
undermines the democratic process.
Target 6: Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels.
This means having institutions that address and respond to the real needs of the
community in an open and transparent manner.
Target 7: Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decisionmaking at all levels.
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Justice goes far beyond having a fair hearing in a Court of Justice. True justice entails
having just laws, but also full and equitable access to resources, opportunities and
participation in the governance and decision-making process.
Target 8: Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the
institutions of global governance.
It is important to narrow down the North-South divide, which is ultimately based on
an unjust and exploitative relationship between rich and poor countries.

TARGET 9: PROVIDE LEGAL IDENTITY FOR ALL,
INCLUDING BIRTH REGISTRATION.

A birth certificate not only provides a name and nationality, but is vital for securing
rights and services (such as education and health care), and for protecting against
exploitation and abuse. Yet, it is estimated that over 48 million children are not
registered at birth (UNICEF, 2005).
Target 10: Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms,
in accordance with national legislation and international agreements.
Real access of information and transparency demands ending the criminalisation of
open sources which challenge corporate media dominance (such as ACTA’s attempt),
or the leak of data which is of public interest (such as in the case of Wikileaks), while
restraining undue surveillance mechanisms on citizens.
Target 11: Strengthen relevant national institutions and international cooperation, for
building capacity to prevent violence and combat terrorism and crime.

“THE WORLD IS OVER-ARMED AND PEACE IS
UNDER-FUNDED” (BAN KI-MOON, 2012).
INDEED, PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS RECEIVE LESS THAN 0.5%
OF WHAT IS SPENT ON GLOBAL MILITARY EXPENDITURE
(UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING, 2016).
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TARGET 12: PROMOTE AND ENFORCE
NON-DISCRIMINATORY LAWS
AND POLICIES FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT.
Non-discrimination entails not only the promotion of equality, but the appreciation
of diversity in all its forms, through greater equity and a concrete stake by all in the
governance process.
Being the SDG with the most targets, and the least means of implementation, Goal
16 has received a lot of criticism. However, it also responds to the lacunae of the
previous MDGs by recognizing that peace, justice, and security are crucial for the
eradication of poverty and the promotion of sustainable development.
War is claimed to be “development in reverse” (World Bank, 2003:ix). It not only
results in immeasurable personal pain and suffering, but also to gross economic
losses, environmental degradation, and social disorganisation and instability. Indeed,
of the 7 countries who have not met a single MDG, all have been afflicted by high
levels of conflict and violence (OECD, 2015).
Sadly, during the last decade, the world has become less peaceful, witnessing a rise
in political violence across the globe - the consequences of the Arab Spring, the
tragedy in Syria and refugee crisis in Europe; the ongoing occupation of Palestine
in the Middle East; and the latest terrorist attacks in the heart of Europe (Paris,
Brussels) to name but a few.
Wars, violence and conflict do not exist in a vacuum. Behind the self-evident rationale,
there often lie ulterior corporate interests. It is telling to note that the 5 UN Security
Council permanent members (UK, US, France, Russia and China) are the largest arms
dealers (responsible for 88% of all arms exports), whereas developing countries are
the main recipients (Amnesty International and Oxfam International, 2003). For
years, these same countries have sold arms to military dictators and human rights
violators, and the present ‘war on terror’ only extends these profits. The ‘war for
peace’ policy must be questioned, along with its accompanying discourse which
nurtures hatred and exclusion.
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Though Malta has had its fair share of wars in the past, its main conflicts at present
lie in piques arising from partisan politics. Nonetheless, Malta’s constitutional clause
on neutrality does not render us innocent bystanders in the face of global conflict.
Rather, this should stimulate us to work actively towards the promotion of peace.
Nonetheless, some seem content with welcoming deadly warships for the sake of
profit.

WHY DOES GOAL 16 MATTER?
GOAL 16 MATTERS NOT ONLY FOR ITS INTRINSIC VALUE,
BUT ALSO BECAUSE WITHOUT PEACE AND JUSTICE, THE
ASPIRATIONS OF ALL THE OTHER SDGS WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE
TO REALIZE. THIS HOWEVER DEMANDS STRONG POLITICAL
WILL, AND CONCRETE ACTION WHICH TRULY VALUES PEACE
AND LIFE BEFORE PROFIT. OTHERWISE, THE SDGS WILL
SIMPLY REMAIN EMPTY RHETORIC.
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STRENGTHEN THE MEANS OF

IMPLEMENTATION

AND REVITALIZE THE GLOBAL
PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT.

SDG 17 - PARTNERSHIP FOR THE GOALS
DR MARIE BRIGUGLIO

Achieving sustainable development requires strong commitment and cooperation
between countries. This is why the Sustainable Development Goals’ Goal 17 aims
to “Revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development”. This may sound
obvious, but it does bear asking: “Why exactly is cooperation necessary?” There are
at least three obvious reasons. The first is that much environmental pollution knows
no borders. Its solution requires cooperative action. The second is that economies
are also not confined to national borders, through trade, mobility and exchange. The
third is that, for many of us, it is of dubious morality to limit our sphere of concern
to national boundaries.

The good news is that we are already more interconnected than ever. The number
of Internet users in Africa almost doubled in the past four years: 30 per cent of the
world’s youth are digital natives, active online for at least five years. And, in more
good news, Official Development Assistance (ODA) stood at $135.2 billion in 2014,
the highest level ever recorded, having increased by 66% between 2000 and 2014.
The bad news however, as other authors in this publication have indicated, is that in
parallel, environmental challenges and conflict have also increased.

SIMPLY PUT, SIXTEEN GOALS
REMAIN TO BE SEEN TO.
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So we may ask, “Among whom do we want to increase cooperation?” The answer is
among and within countries: we want it between North and South, between South
and South, within the countries themselves, and among all parties. More pertinently
then, “How do we get it”?
The first, perhaps most obvious, solution is to throw money at it - finance! Countries
are held to honour their ODA commitments and to mobilise new resources. Help is
required to develop country ability to mobilise their own resources (tax revenue),
to improve the long-term debt sustainability, and to create investment promotion
regimes. Money has the power to transform and deliver on sustainable development
objectives, and to create the kind of public goods that the market does not provide.
Think of the critical sectors mentioned in the other goals: the need for sustainable
energy, infrastructure and transport, education, information and communications
technologies. The second prospect is cooperation on science and, in particular, on
environmentally sound technologies. Despite the increase in internet penetration,
of the four billion people who do not use the Internet, 90 per cent are from the
developing world. Linked to this is the need for targeted capacity-building, to support
national plans. Thirdly, we need cooperation on matters of trade, promoting trade
that is fair, open and simple, to help developing countries increase their exports.

More broadly however, we need economic policy that promotes sustainable
development, that respects individual country policy, and that promotes stability. In
fact, in all countries, no matter what the status of development is, we need better
ways of measuring success and of monitoring. We need to go beyond measurement
of the Gross Domestic Product, to start considering more domains of quality of life, as
the goals against which policy and politics is held to account. Better measurements
of country performance will stimulate improved regulation to get polluters (rather
than society) to pay, and to internalise the external and social costs of economic
activities. Therefore, being held to account on environmental quality as well as GDP
will help to achieve green economies around the world. The knowledge of how to
do this exists.
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IT IS A MATTER OF TAKING IT OFF
PAPER, AND PUTTING IT INTO ACTION
IN MORE COUNTRIES.
Similarly, despite the fact that we have learnt a lot about how to make better
regulations, we still broadly rely on old frameworks, which in turn rely on the rational
processing of information. We tend to assume that what government needs to do
is to give people the information they lack, or the necessary incentive to get them
to behave in line with the goals. Certainly, this is important. However, behavioural
research has led us to understand the potential of recognizing that people are not just
rational self-interested entities. We need to design policy accordingly. By the same
token, we need to recognise that governments also fail. We need stronger oversight
functions, checks and balances. We also need to build in policy testing, piloting, and
trails as part of the natural policy cycle, before rolling it out into new contexts.
We also stand to gain from the potential of public-private partnership, from partnerships
with civil society. The satisfaction of volunteering, and the potential of people acting
in their social selves, is often ignored as a potential solution. As a result, policy may
frustrate it. Tapping altruism is a win-win, rendering happier people on both sides of
the give-take equation. This may sound like a paradigm shift, but in actual fact, it is
only a step back into the obvious: we buried the wheel, but we can find it again!
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IN CONCLUSION, IT IS CLEAR THAT THERE ARE
ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
REASONS FOR COOPERATION.
HOWEVER, THERE IS A FOURTH REASON THAT WE WILL DO BETTER.
AS THE AFRICAN SAYING GOES, “IF YOU WANT
TO GO FAST, GO ALONE - BUT IF YOU WANT TO
GO FAR, GO TOGETHER.”
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