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The Foundation I established at the start of my Presidential term is now in 
its fourth year. Since its inception the Foundation was driven by the search 
of what wellbeing means to us, as individuals and as a society. We wanted to 
identify wellbeing in order to nurture it, and to promote those aspects and 
factors of life that can lead to wellbeing for all. 

This was a unique learning experience for all of us. The research entities 
within the President’s Foundation proved to be critical, to gather necessary 
information, and to study a wide spectrum of wellbeing determinants. The 
outreach events spearheaded by the core team have connected us with 
diverse people, and enabled the Foundation to deliver on its mandate to 
identify, nurture, and promote wellbeing.

In September 2015, the United Nations adopted Agenda 2030, with its 
seventeen Sustainable Development Goals. Each goal has specific targets 
to be achieved over the next 15 years, for the benefit of our planet and its 
peoples. 

For these goals to be reached, everyone needs to do their part, including our 
governments, the private sector, civil society, and active citizens like you and 
me.

Foreword
by Her Excellency the President of Malta 
Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its goals go hand-in-hand 
with what the President’s Foundation has set out to do. In fact, wellbeing was 
defined as a global goal. 

The majority of other goals all intersect with the work of the President’s 
Foundation, and its outreach activities. For example, the third year anniversary 
of the Foundation focused on the theme of corporate social responsibility.

I believe that Agenda 2030 offers the most structured and comprehensive 
framework for effective corporate social responsibility in today’s world, and 
our commitment to a global social solidarity approach, to foster the ongoing 
socio-economic development of our Maltese society.

This is why the President’s Foundation places Agenda 2030 at the core of 
its operations, and uses the Sustainable Development Goals as an inspiration 
and guideline for its research, initiatives, and events.

Over the period covered by this annual report, the President’s Foundation 
has organised a seminar and a publication focusing specifically on the SDGs. 

On Gender Equality (Goal 5) it organised an extensive International Women’s 
Day programme, and also spearheaded a number of initiatives that empower 
girls and women. 

On ensuring Good Health (Goal 3) the Foundation organised a number of 
conferences and initiatives, focusing on mental health, diabetes, coeliac 
disease and access to sexual health services.

On Life On Land (Goal 15) the Foundation organised a colloquium on 
environmental heritage and its importance for wellbeing, a botanical art 
exhibition, and also launched a research project on safeguarding local 
heirloom and landrace seeds. 

These are just a few of the Foundation’s initiatives. There were many other 
initiatives and projects that were taken up, which inherently link with the 
Sustainable Development Goals, and with the mandate of my Foundation. 

This annual report details our initiatives, and outlines more information on how 
the Foundation is successfully reaching the objectives it set out to achieve.

We hope you enjoy reading this annual report and that you will join the 
President’s Foundation in its many activities, which continue to strive towards 
sustainable development and holistic wellbeing for all.

Last but not least, I would like to take this opportunity to whole-heartedly 
thank the members of the President’s Foundation core team, led by Dr 
Ruth Farrugia as Director-General, and all the experts, professionals, and 
volunteers who have made possible all the good work we are doing with our 
communities in Malta and Gozo.
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Since its inception the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society 
has always maintained human rights as its basis and at the very centre of its 
ethos. In doing so, human rights continue to feature as the common thread 
that runs through its policies, initiatives, research and activities.

This approach links and is reaffirmed by feedback received when meeting 
people, from all walks of life, that in one way or another come in touch with 
the President’s Foundation. The concerns raised on these occasions are 
always inherently linked with human rights and with the fact that we are all 
equally entitled to our human rights without discrimination.

The same concerns are echoed by the many children that participate in 
our activities or that are part of the children’s councils supported by the 
President’s Foundation. Children are invariably more direct and honest but 
their concerns on wellbeing are similarly linked with human rights. 

To us this is a source of inspiration, motivation and guidance.  We build our 
work programme to address these concerns, champion the related human 
rights and at the same time strive to reach everyone, especially those 
disadvantage and marginalized. This can be attested by the events detailed 
in this annual report and by the many ongoing initiatives that will come to 

Foreword
by  Dr Ruth Farrugia, Director General 
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fruition in the near future.

To give just some examples, during the period covered by this annual report, 
we held consultation sessions with stakeholders in the field of mental health 
and in collaboration with the office of the Mental Health Commissioner, issued 
a number of policy recommendations on how to improve the wellbeing of 
sufferers of poor mental health. We also initiated consultation and meetings 
with children living in and leaving care that will eventually result in the 
establishment of a network for care leavers and children in out-of-home care.

We organized a national conference on child wellbeing, focusing on access to 
justice for vulnerable children; held an event treating the participation rights 
of children with a disability; held an intergenerational discussion on human 
rights and co-organized an event commemorating the fiftieth anniversary 
since the granting of the right of individual petition to the European Court of 
Human Rights.

The past year also saw the President’s Foundation increase its activity at 
international level, perhaps best illustrated by the ‘Lost in Migration’ conference 
held in collaboration with Missing Children Europe. The outcomes of that 
conference were used by the European Commission in a Communication on 
the protection of children in migration and also garnered wide support and 
spurred more positive initiatives following the conference itself. 

The yearly commemoration of Holocaust Remembrance Day saw the 
President’s Foundation actively engaged with international experts in the 
field and we were honored to welcome a number of Holocaust survivors as 
guests for that event.

The President’s Foundation’s work on women’s rights also generated 
considerable outreach and events throughout this past year. We have facilitated 
a number of meetings with women’s rights organizations and stakeholders 
and thanks to inspiration from Her Excellency the President of Malta started a 
process that will eventually result in a platform for women’s organization with 
the aim to continue empowering and championing women’s rights in Malta.

The championing of children’s rights; LGBTIQ rights; environmental rights; 
refugee and migrant rights are other areas that featured prominently in 
our activities throughout this last year. We believe human rights will remain 
central to the work of the President’s Foundation and we look forward to 
further our work with other partners and stakeholders so to continue fulfilling 
our mission to identify, nurture and promote wellbeing for all.
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Executive Summary 

One of the objectives of this annual report is to share with the reader what the 
President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society is all about. This is no easy 
task given the wide range of thematic areas the Foundation covers. Nonetheless 
this annual report and the way it is structured provides details on the different 
initiatives  the President’s Foundation embarks upon and also highlights their 
common ultimate objective - that of enhancing the wellbeing of society.

This annual report covers the third year of the President’s Foundation. During 
the first and second year, the Foundation sought to understand what wellbeing 
means to different people. Through community outreach and research it 
discovered that wellbeing nearly always revolves around health (including 
mental health), income stability, relationships and the environment. 

During its third year the President’s Foundation used this information as 
guidance and inspiration to decide what initiatives it wanted to invest 
time, energy and resources in. The other sources of inspiration were the 
Foundation’s belief in a human rights based approach and its commitment to 
child participation. These two latter sources of inspiration were also critical in 
the formulation of its yearly plan of activities, initiatives and events. They were 
also an integral part of the daily decisions and operations of the President’s 
Foundation.

The Foundation is lucky to have a dedicated team of individuals that make 
the fulfilling of its mandate possible. As can be attested by the report section 
on outreach events, the size and number of initiatives in one single year 
would otherwise not be possible. The report section on the Entities similarly 
illustrates the work and effort that goes in the Entities’ work, particularly in 
their research, publications and general outreach.  

The third year of the Foundation also saw an increased partnership with 
international counterparts in the many initiatives that in one way or another 
had an international component. The Foundation remains strong in its 
international partnerships and will continue to seek similar joint endeavours 
in the future.

This edition of the annual report also includes new sections on the Children’s 
Hub and the Platforms that the Foundation facilitates and supports. The 
Children’s Hub and its flagship activity the President’s Secret Garden 
continue to prove very popular and central to the work of the Foundation. 
The establishment of the Children’s and Young Persons’ Councils were a 
landmark development that reaffirms the Foundation’s true commitment to 
child participation and a development that greatly influenced, positively, the 
way the Foundation works.
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We hope you will find this annual report an interesting read and one that gives 
you an insight into the mission the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing 
of Society continues to pursue: that of identifying, nurturing and promoting 
wellbeing for all. 

This annual report was compiled by Alessandro Giuliano, International Office 
coordinator within the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society.

 



Annual Report 2016 / 2017 9

Ethos

The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society aims to produce relevant, 
appropriate and timely research by seeking innovative methodologies to engage 
with society for the promotion of peace and unity. 

Introduction

The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society recognizes 
relationships as the fundamental structure nurturing human existence. 
These relationships can support people and their environment to flourish, 
or can be destructive. The Foundation wants to offer its contribution for the 
Wellbeing of society by creating the space to listen, explore, discuss, learn 
about and research ways of enhancing these human relationships to become 
forces for meeting human needs, while providing opportunities for each and 
every individual to develop his or her full potential within a society that is 
inclusive and supportive. The Foundation wants to focus on the beauty of 
human existence even when that same beauty is veiled by difficult situations 
or life circumstances. The Foundation seeks to cultivate hope, particularly 
through engaging with minority and marginalized groups within our society 
and bridging the gaps with the wider mainstream society. 

The Foundation seeks to uphold the uniqueness of each and every individual, 
community, society and country, while acknowledging and building upon that 
which is common and universal. The Foundation engages with issues related 
to diversity and inclusion and inclusionary practices, through learning about 
issues of marginalisation and exclusion as well as identities. These include 
the multiple and transnational identities that people might identify with 
while cultivating Maltese and Gozitan identities through the construction 
of relationships rather than in isolation. The Foundation wants to foster 
innovation and also seek that which inspires people to stimulate imagination 
and creativity for the betterment of our society.

Consultation 

Consultation with the general public, officials, non-state actors, academics and 
other stakeholders, is the Foundation’s starting point for all its endeavours. 
The Foundation also aims to work in close collaboration with the President’s 
Forum, using both formal and informal processes, scientific and non-scientific 
methods. Through its consultation processes the Foundation is motivated by 
participatory processes seeking to listen to the ideas, opinions, and desires 
of people themselves, as a means of identifying research gaps and themes 
important to people themselves and guided by their priorities. Therefore, 
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research is directed by the consultation process itself. 

The Foundation aims to create a safe space for dialogue, participation and 
inclusion. It is also in search of wisdom, including that which is popular and 
folk. The Foundation will seek innovative ways how to engage in dialogue 
with people, aiming to also promote and stimulate society to discover new 
forms of expression in particular those highlighting their own narratives. The 
Foundation adopts a bottom up approach in its research, meeting the top-
down process half way. 

Research 

The Foundation enjoys the freedom to select any research method appropriate 
for the topic selected, but as stated above, seeks to promote participatory and 
bottom-up approaches. Once research is carried out, findings are presented 
back to the community, to inform and serve as a catalyst for practice, while 
feeding into further research. Critical engagements and approaches to 
research and analyses are welcomed and encouraged. The Foundation will 
share its research findings with the public in an appropriate, relevant and 
timely manner. 

The Foundation will also promote community led projects supported 
through open calls for project proposals. It also aims to closely liaise with the 
President’s Creativity Award for future calls for proposals.

Conclusion 

Through its consultation and research work the Foundation wants to 
acknowledge people’s needs and desires, and engage with those needs and 
desires to render our work fertile ground for social change and transformation. 
The aim of entering into consultation and research with a range of stakeholders 
is to explore and find democratic and participatory ways to effectively 
promote the Wellbeing of society, while supporting a peaceful coexistence.
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Organisational Structure

The organisational structure of the Foundation is determined by its stated mission 
to enhance the wellbeing of society and to promote a culture of solidarity and 
respect for the dignity of each individual. 

As detailed hereunder, the Foundation is governed by the Council of Governors. 
A Board, appointed by the President, is tasked with delivering the Foundation’s 
objectives, and a Core Team supports the Foundation and its operations.
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5.1  Council of Governors

As per its statute, the Foundation is governed by the Council of Governors. 
The role of the Council is to share with the President the knowledge and the 
experience of its members, and to bring to the attention of the President any 
social issues that are of national priority and concern. 

The Council has a consultative function alongside the Board of the Foundation, 
which has an executive role. The Council is composed of the President of the 
Republic of Malta as Chairperson, former Presidents, the Acting President 
and former Acting Presidents, former Prime Ministers of Malta, the Rector of 
the University of Malta, and the Director General of the Foundation acting as 
secretary. 

The current members of the Council of Governors are: 

CHAIR: 

HER EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF MALTA

Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca

MEMBERS: 

PRESIDENT EMERITUS

Ugo Mifsud Bonnici

PRESIDENT EMERITUS

Edward Fenech Adami

ACTING PRESIDENT

Dolores Cristina

ACTING PRESIDENT EMERITUS

Anton Tabone

John Rizzo Naudi

PRIME MINISTER EMERITUS

Lawrence Gonzi

RECTOR UNIVERSITY OF MALTA

Prof. Alfred J Vella
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The Board members are: 

CHAIR 

HER EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF MALTA

Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca

VICE CHAIR

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE FOUNDATION

Ruth Farrugia 

SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENCY 

Carmel Briffa

CHIEF OF STAFF AT THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

John Camilleri

Other members in attendance are: 

THE TREASURER OF THE FOUNDATION 

Janette Schembri

THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Elaine Balzan

THE FOUNDATION’S LAWYER 

Mark Refalo

5.2  Board of Administrators  

The Board has an executive role in the running of the Foundation. It is 
composed of the President, the Director General of the Foundation, the 
Secretary to the Presidency, and the Chief of Staff within the Office of the 
President. The Board also has the Secretary, the Treasurer and the Legal 
Advisor of the Foundation in attendance but without voting powers. The 
Board meets at least once every month and has the responsibility to ensure 
that the Foundation pursues its objectives and carries out its activities so as 
to further its aims and ideals and thus fulfil its mandate. 
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5.3  Entities 

At its inception, the Foundation established four research entities with the 
aim of undertaking original and innovative academic research on various 
aspects relating to wellbeing. A fifth and sixth entity were established since 
then.  

The Foundation’s entities are (i) The National Institute of Childhood (ii) The 
National Centre for Family Research (iii) The National Observatory for Living 
with Dignity (iv) The National Centre for Freedom From Addictions (v) The 
National Hub for Ethnobotanical Research and (vi) the Forum for Active 
Community Engagement.

Research outcomes of these entities are presented back to the community at 
large, with the objective of providing information and findings and to serve as 
a catalyst for necessary change. Findings may also feed into future research 
projects. The Forum for Active Community Engagement aims to pursue 
active outreach to communities and also to draw upon and inform research 
by the other entities.

The Entities’ Chairs are: 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR CHILDHOOD

Dr. Maureen Cole

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR FAMILY RESEARCH

Prof. Angela Abela  

NATIONAL OBSERVATORY FOR LIVING WITH DIGNITY 

 Prof. Carmel Borg

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR FREEDOM FROM ADDICTIONS

Dr. Anna Maria Vella

NATIONAL HUB FOR ETHNOBOTANICAL RESEARCH 

Mr. Mario Gerada

THE FORUM FOR ACTIVE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Dr. Marie Briguglio



Annual Report 2016 / 2017 15

5.4  Ethics Committee 

The President’s Foundation Ethics Committee was formally set up at the 
beginning of 2015, in response to the fundamental need to ensure that all 
research and consultation work of the Foundation is undertaken with the 
utmost ethical consideration. 

The research studies in particular (though not exclusively) necessitate a 
thorough ethical review, in order to ensure that the research topic and 
methodologies selected do not pose any form of risk or harm to research 
participants. This review process aims to determine that any consultation or 
research activity undertaken by the Foundation ultimately makes a positive 
step forward as part of the Foundation’s aim to nurture the wellbeing of all 
peoples in Malta and Gozo. 

The Ethics Committee structure had to be established in its entirety and 
built from the ground up, given the distinct lack of a national body with 
the mandate to perform this work in Malta. The University Research Ethics 
Committee has consistently undertaken these functions for students and 
staff within the University of Malta, and so in setting up a similar committee 
within the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society, guidance and 
inspiration were sought from the University Research Ethics Committee. An 
organisational structure was established in parallel to that which presently 
exists in the University of Malta, in order to ensure that the review procedures 
would be effective.

Once an application for ethics approval is submitted to the Foundation, a 
peer review is undertaken by the first tier ethics committee, made up of 
representatives of the Foundation Entities. Each proposal is discussed at 
length and reviewed, with subsequent recommendations drawn up and 
forwarded to the external President’s Foundation Ethics Committee (PFEC). 
PFEC is presently made up of four members, namely Mr. Joseph Ebejer as 
Chair, and committee members Prof. Kevin Aquilina; Prof. Mary-Anne Lauri; 
and Ms. Nora Macelli.

After a comprehensive evaluation and review of the proposals and 
recommendations, PFEC decides whether or not to grant final approval 
regarding whether a planned project or activity satisfies the necessary ethical 
requirements. 

5.5  Core Team 

The Foundation has an ongoing number of ad hoc projects at any given time. 
These may vary from the launching of a joint report with another stakeholder 
organisation, to an international project with the duration of a number of 
years and the involvement of many partners. The core team manages, plans, 
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and executes these projects. Depending on the nature and size of a project, 
core team members with different portfolios work together to deliver on the 
various commitments that these projects entail. The core team also provides 
support to and facilitates the work of the different entities. 

5.6  International Office

The role of the international office is to give an international dimension to the 
work of the Foundation. It facilitates communication and collaboration with 
international partners and establishes working partnerships with international 
entities that share the Foundation’s vision and ambitions. The international 
office also liaises with international partners based in Malta and assists in the 
Presidency’s international engagements as necessary. 

World Refugee Day UNHCR Representative Kahin Ismail 
and PFWS Director General Dr Ruth Farrugia
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Entities 

6.1  National Institute for Childhood 

6.1.1   Mission Statement and Strategic Objectives

The National Institute for Childhood (NIC), one of the entities of the President’s 
Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society, continued to work towards meeting the 
aims and objectives which were determined at its inception in 2014. 

Mission Statement

• To promote children’s wellbeing through: research, dissemination 
of research, consultation with relevant stake holders and active 
participation in debates in matters concerning children and their 
relationships with significant others.

• In so doing we endeavour to create spaces in which children’s 
voices may be represented or otherwise have their diverse voices 
acknowledged. Children will be invited to contribute to the setting of 
the Agenda of the Institute for childhood.

• To achieve this goal we will be seeking to collaborate with any 
institution or person/s working with children or with any matter 
concerning children.

Strategic Objectives

• To identify factors which are conducive to children’s wellbeing; 

• To conduct original research regarding children and their relationships 
with significant others;  

• To identify, develop and use research methodologies that are ethically 
sound and which promote children’s agency; 

• To develop and create a repository of research on children and 
childhood that could be publicly accessible;

• To identify good practice in working with children which maximises 
their opportunities to safely and freely participate in decisions about 
their lives.



18 Annual Report 2016 / 2017

6.1.2  Annual Report

6.1.2.1  Ongoing Research Project: The Student–Teacher Relationship Project 

This project has been designed to achieve one of the goals of the President’s 
Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society, namely to enhance the wellbeing 
of children. The research has explored teacher-student relationships and 
was based on classroom observation; teacher, child and parent in-depth 
interviews, the use of a Student–Teacher Relationship Scale (STR) (Pianta, 
2001), completed by teachers for students in their class and of the Child 
Appraisal of Relationship with Teacher Scale (CARTS) (Vervoort, Doumen, 
and Verschueren, 2014).  Children were also asked to carry out a sentence 
completion task and to draw themselves and their teacher.  

Professor Mary Darmanin is Principal Investigator for this Project and has 
continued to work on it to date.   
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April–September 2016   
 
The Principal Investigator and the Research Assistant continued to work on 
the Scale data. This section is being prepared for publication.  Descriptive 
results of the Pianta STRs scale have been reported at the aggregate 
level, on the closeness and on the conflict variable.  It has been found that 
teachers report very high closeness with 31.6% of the children, a middle 
range with 44% and low closeness with 29.4%.  None of the variables have 
a normal distribution. No teacher perceived the relationship as warranting 
the lowest Pianta score; teachers provided scores from 14 to 35 (high 
closeness).   Similarly teachers responded to the conflict variables with a 
range of scores from 8 (low conflict) to 34 (high conflict); no teacher 
scored the 40 points of highest conflict. Indeed teachers did not perceive 
high conflict with 77% of the 109 children in their classes.  However there 
was conflict with approximately 25, 6% of them.  Means and standard 
deviations were provided for each item of the 16 point Pianta STRS scale.  
 
Analysis was made of the Child Appraisal of Relationship with Teacher Scale 
(CARTS) which has 4 variables which measure closeness, 7 which measure 
conflict and 5 which measure dependency.   Aggregate results show that 
none of the 64 children who responded to this scale had the lowest score 
of 4 points; indeed the range of scores was from 8 to 20 (where 20 was 
high closeness).   On this scale it was found that 37% of the children scored 
16 points or less (low closeness) where the 75th percentile was 19, and the 
25th was 16 points.  Regarding the CARTS conflict subscale, 27% had very 
low conflict, 38% had a middle range, whilst 35% reported higher conflict. 
Crucially, it has been found that teachers and students do not have the same 
perception of the relationship; a teacher may think the relationship is conflictual 
whilst a student may find it close and vice versa.  This suggests we require 
better ways to access children’s meaningful interpretations of the nature of 
student-teacher relationships and understand their behaviour on the basis of 
this.  Teachers who ignore pupil voice and agency, do this at their own peril.   
 
Statistical tests such as the Spearman Rank Correlation where carried out 
on the STRS and CARTS variables.  The Kruskal-Wallace and the Compare 
Medians nonparametric tests were carried out to explore difference between 
groups.  These groups included school class, pupil sex, teacher sex, teachers’ 
years of experience, and a final comparison between high and low band 
classes.  A larger sample may have obtained more statistically significant 
results.  Some differences do appear and will be reported in the publication.   

July 2016-ongoing   

The Principal Investigator worked on revising and elaborating the Literature 
Review, also in the light of some of the findings, which is to be expected in 
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an inductive study.  Work on the discussion bringing together the IPA child 
interview analysis with the Sticker Activity data, and the Scale data is being 
undertaken.  

September 2016 

The Principal Investigator prepared a summary and selected key data from 
the children’s interviews for the series Għall-Ġid tas-Soċjeta’

January 2017-ongoing

Sentences completed by the children who participated in the study are being 
analysed by the Principal Investigator and Dr Maureen Cole.  The children 
completed three sentences starting ‘My teacher…’, ‘I wish my teacher…’, and 
‘It helps when my teacher…’.     

The NIC is keen to bring this multi-faceted and complex project to its 
conclusion over the coming months.  

6.1.2.2  Ongoing Research Project: “Fil-Beraħ–In the Open”

NIC joined forces with Forum for Active Community Engagement (FACE) to 
work on ‘Fil-Beraħ–In the Open’.  This project is a development of Spaces and 
Relations which NIC had been working on. This is a participatory research 
project which seeks to explore children’s views about physical and social 
spaces within an identified community.  In line with the action based ethos 
of this project, these views will be considered central to the development 
and management of an actual physical space within the community.  We 
note that local participatory research with children is still a rather innovative 
concept.  By developing participatory research in collaboration with FACE 
and an identified Local Council and other stake-holders NIC and FACE would 
be influencing the manner in which children participate in local knowledge 
generation and development.  Moreover this project is envisaged as a pilot 
project which can then be evaluated and offered as a model to encourage 
and support similar initiatives within other communities. The project has been 
developed to ensure that one of the outcomes will be a tool-kit which will 
be made available to communities to support them in the replication of the 
project.  

The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society Evaluation Board 
gave the go ahead for the start of the project in March 2017. Once this was 
granted a call for Research Services was issued. 

This will be the main NIC research project over the next two years.
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6.1.2.3  National Conference on Child Wellbeing 

In October 2016 the members of NIC attended and contributed to the 2nd 
National Conference on Child Wellbeing, on Access to Justice for Vulnerable 
Children. Mr Daniel Mercieca facilitated the discussion of a children’s panel of 
speakers and Dr Maureen Cole chaired a workshop which focused on Violence 
Against Children.  

6.1.2.4  Participation in Radio Programme

In November 2016 Dr Maureen Cole and Professor Mary Darmanin participated 
in a radio programme in the series Għall-Ġid tas-Soċjeta’ and to present the 
work of NIC. 

6.1.2.5  Feedback regarding Draft of National Children’s Policy 2016

In November 2016 the NIC gave extensive feedback to the Ministry for the 
Family and Social Solidarity regarding the draft of the National Children’s 
Policy 2016. 

6.1.2.6 Lost in Migration Conference 

In January 2017 Dr Maureen Cole and Dr Sandra Hili Vassallo participated in 
the conference organised by the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of 
Society and Missing Children Europe. 

6.1.2.7 Meeting between NIC and the Children and Youth Council of the    
President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society 

In March 2017 Mr Daniel Mercieca and Dr Maureen Cole attended this meeting 
where the members were introduced to the Children and Youth Council 
members and their work. NIC could in turn talk about their aims and activities. 

6.1.2.8  Feedback about the document entitled “The Participation of Minors 
in Political Communication, Election  Campaigns and Referenda and all 
poll-related matters” 

In May 2017 all the members of NIC contributed to a feedback document 
about the document in caption.  

6.1.2.9  Meetings Held

The NIC held 9 meetings between June 2016 and May 2017. 
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6.1.2.10  Future Plans 

NIC is planning to:

Implement the ‘Fil-Beraħ–In the Open’ project in collaboration with FACE and 

Publish a position paper entitled ‘Children and Public Policy in Malta-achieving 
meaningful and purposeful participation’. 

6.1.2.11 References     

Pianta, R. C. (2001). Student–Teacher Relationship Scale: Professional manual.               

Odessa, FL: Psychological Assessment Resources

Vervoort, E. Doumen, S. & Verschueren, K. (2014). Children’s appraisal 
of their relationship with the teacher: Preliminary evidence for 
construct validity, European Journal of Developmental Psychology, doi: 
10.1080/17405629.2014.989984

6.1.3 Chairperson and entity members

The NIC members during this period were Dr Maureen Cole (Chairperson), 
Professor Mary Darmanin (up to December 2016), Dr Victoria Farrugia 
Sant’Angelo, Dr Sandra Hili Vassallo, Mr Daniel Mercieca and Professor Valerie 
Sollars (from January 2017).

Dr Maureen Cole
Chairperson of the National Institute for Childhood
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6.2  National Hub for Ethnobotanical Research

6.2.1  Mission Statement and Objectives

Mission Statement

• Our mission is to explore and inspire relationships between 
people through their cultural experience of the natural world.

• The main focus of the Hub shall be the discovery of innovative 
and community-centred ways of enhancing wellbeing 
through the use of gardens and plants in Malta and Gozo. 
The exploration of Maltese and Gozitan identities will be 
undertaken through formal and informal research on the 
cultural and ecological contexts of trees, vegetables, fruits, 
flowers, and herbs.

• The Hub will also promote intercultural, intergenerational, and 
interreligious dialogue, with a focus on engaging diversity by 
bringing together local and migrant communities living in 
Malta to share and exchange botanical narratives, wisdom, 
and practices. Specific attention will be given to marginalized 
and minority groups.
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Objectives

• To create new spaces for intercultural, intergenerational and 
interreligious exchange around gardening, horticulture and farming 
practices,

• To facilitate dialogue about the garden as a metaphor of life and the 
eternal,

• To stimulate and produce research and implement projects that focus 
on the valorization of the botanical heritage of Malta and Gozo as 
linked to culture, folklore and history,

• To create knowledge about topics of interest to the Hub, while 
managing and communicating this information to research groups, 
international partners and other stakeholders,

• To facilitate communication among communities, volunteers, and 
academics to increase the Hub’s outreach and impact,

• To implement educational processes to inspire community projects 
for the wellbeing of people living in Malta and Gozo,

• To explore and valorize the national heritage of the Maltese islands 
in the use of existing, and the creation of new, spaces for living and 
preserved plants and seeds, gardens, literature and archives,

• To understand and offer effective ethnobotanic responses to 
contemporary challenges such as violent conflict, climate change, 
and the depletion of natural resources, and their long-term and far-
reaching negative effects,

• To prepare the ground for future generations by making available 
the experiences, knowledge, tools, and resources utilized by the Hub 
in addressing the impact of contemporary challenges on the future 
wellbeing of society.

6.2.2 Annual Report

6.2.2.1 Formation of Hub – New Members

In 2017 the Hub engaged with two new members, Prof. Everaldo Attard and 
Ms. Rachel Radmilli. On the 23 May, 2017 the Hub organised a strategy Day 
at CEER Centre, Fawwara as a team exercise and also to take stock of work 
done by the Hub and plan for future work. The two new members both bring 
a particular expertise that has enriched the hub, their presence, energy and 
eagerness to share their knowledge has contributed to a new sense of ‘team’ 
and interesting possibilities in terms of future directions for the hub.
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6.2.2.2 Pesticides

One of the issues the Hub has been working intensely on is the use of 
pesticides in Maltese agriculture. This was a response to the articles written 
in the Times of Malta, mainly addressing and attacking farmers at the Ta’ Qali 
farmers market on the quality of their produce. The first private meeting was 
held with the President of the Farmers’ Market on the 23 May at Fawwara. 

On the 24 July, Dr. Farrugia, Prof. Attard and Mr. Gerada had an introductory 
meeting with Hon Clint Camilleri. The aim of the meeting was to introduce 
the work of the Hub, raise main issues of concern experienced by farmers in 
Malta, and invite Hon Camilleri to the roundtable about the use of pesticides. 

A roundtable discussion about the use of pesticides was held on the 26 July. 
All farmers’ cooperatives were invited to this meeting. Prof. Attard chaired 
the meeting. A number of recommendations and “Policy Asks” came out of 
this meeting, which are to be presented to Hon. Clint Camilleri.  

On the 30 August a meeting with Madam President was held, where she 
was updated with work carried out and met with the President of Farmers’ 
Market. Recommendations resulting from this meeting were included in the 
“Policy Asks” document to be presented to Hon. Clint Camilleri. 

The “Policy Asks” document has been circulated with the Foundation’s core 
team and feedback was received. The document was amended accordingly. 
A meeting with farmers participating in the farmers’ market needs to be 
organised so that with them the “Policy Asks” document is presented, 
discussed and finalised. Meeting is to be scheduled in the coming weeks. 

Following the finalisation of the “Policy Asks” document, a roundtable with 
Hon. Clint Camilleri and Madam President is to be organised, where the 
document is presented to Hon. Camilleri.

6.2.2.3 Sharing Seeds, Sharing Life Research Project

Launch: In March 2016, Sharing Seeds, Sharing Life research project 
commenced. A researcher was engaged and throughout the year several 
interviews and workshops were held. The research project was completed 
and the final report was launched in March 2017. The launch was followed by 
the following media reporting: 

https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170316/local/safeguarding-traditionally-
cultivated-local-vegetables.642430

https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170424/local/market-pressures-holding-
farmers-back-from-experimenting-with.645939

https://jeanetteborg.com/2017/03/17/sharing-seeds-sharing-life/
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A copy of the report was sent to a number of local and international entities. 
A letter from Dr. Gary Martin, was received, liking the report, who also invited 
the Hub to a seminar held in Barcelona about community seed banks and 
seed saving. Ms. Simone Cutajar attended for this seminar on behalf of the 
Hub. The seminar was held between the 23-27 of September.

6.2.2.4 World Refugee Day – Opinion

Mario Gerada was asked to write the below opinion piece for World Refugee 
Day. 

https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170620/opinion/Floral-and-thorny-
reflections.651190

6.2.2.5 Imnarja

The Hub was present and participated during the Imnarja activities, on the 
28th and 29th of June. Copies of the report Sharing Seeds, Sharing Life were 
distributed. The Hub decided that Imnarja should become an event the Hub 
participates in every year. Prof Attard, Dr. Pisani and Mr. Gerada participated.  

6.2.2.6 Meeting with Heritage Malta

Ms. Radmilli participated in the process and meetings with Heritage Malta, 
together with the Foundation’s Core Team. 

6.2.2.7 No H8 Campaign

The Hub has also contributed towards the formulation of the No H8 Balzan 
research project, and offered feedback when required and asked for. Dr. Pisani 
has participated in meetings.  

6.2.2.8 Migrant Platform

Dr. Pisani has contributed to the Migrant Platform.

6.2.2.9 New Research Proposals 

During 2017, the Hub worked on two research proposals, which were evaluated. 
One proposal is for a continuation of research for Cloistered Spaces, focusing 
on more in-depth ethnobotanical work, this research proposal was accepted. 
The second research about easily available poisonous and toxic plants on our 
islands, was rejected. The Hub is waiting for the accepted research proposal 
to go through the ethics board. 
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Another two further proposals were submitted for evaluation: 

A video project that highlights the plants the people living in Malta love 
cultivating and why,

To invite Dr. Gary Martin – as a key note speaker and deliver a number of 
workshops, for the National Conference on Wellbeing, which should focus on 
The Right to Food (access to food that is healthy)

The Hub is to coordinate with the other entities and prepare the content and 
speakers for the National Conference on Wellbeing 2018 – The Right to Food.  

6.2.3 Chairperson and entity members

As at June 2017 the Chairperson was Mario Gerada and this entity’s members 
were Dr. Maria Pisani, Prof. Everaldo Attard and Ms. Rachel Radmilli. Prof. 
Everaldo Attard and Ms. Rachel Radmilli joined the Hub in 2017.  

Mario Gerada Chairperson of The National Hub 
for Ethnobotanical Research during The Sharing 
Seeds, Sharing Life Research Project Launch
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6.3 National Centre for Family Research 

6.3.1 Objectives

The National Centre for Family Research was set up on the 25th of June 2014 as 
one of the entities of the President’s Foundation. Its primary mission is to promote 
understanding through research on all aspects of family life with special emphasis 
on fostering mutual care and respect in relationships. 

The strategic objectives of the Entity 
are enshrined in its Statute and include 
the following five objectives:

• To pursue a research agenda 
informed by conversations with 
society through the consultation 
process held by the FACE of the 
President’s Foundation.   

• To participate in international 
academic fora and to collaborate 
with experts on state-of-the-art 
family research. 

• To raise public awareness of good 
practices which enhance family life.

• To disseminate the Centre’s work 
widely, making the outcomes 
accessible to a broad spectrum of 
stakeholders.

• To advocate for the consideration 
of the wellbeing of families in the 
development of public policies and 
services.
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6.3.2 Annual Report

6.3.2.1 Research Projects

Launch of Study entitled Sustaining Relationships; Values and Experiences of 
Couples in Happy and Distressed Families

During this year we carried out a major qualitative research project on the 
values and expectations of Maltese couples. This study provides a deeper 
understanding about couple relationships that were reported in our nationwide 
quantitative study entitled Sustaining Relationships: Couples and singles in a 
changing society published in 2016. 

The study brought to the fore the contextual forces that are impacting on the 
couple relationship in the 21st century. The impact of employment is strong, 
with many respondents having more than one job. Rising expectations about 
one’s standard of living motivates many to work more. Those with a minimum 
wage are constrained to work more to earn an adequate income. Quality time 
between the couple is often compromised as a result.  The mass and social 
media too were considered to have a high impact on the couple relationship 
which could either provide possibilities for connection between the couple 
or alienate them from each other. Couples insisted that they wished for long 
lasting relationships but perceived relationships to be fragile due to the long 
hours at work, social and media influences and socialization at the workplace.

Respect, communication, trust and love were once again considered important 
in the qualitative study as were fidelity, reciprocity and shared companionship. 
Many couples faced major challenges in their everyday life including mental 
illness or disability or challenging situations in the workplace. Partners who 
were distressed in their relationship were very unhappy. The way couples 
interacted with each other when facing challenges made a big difference to 
their quality of life. The importance of finding a balance between time for the 
couple and time for the children was highlighted. The qualitative study also 
provided deep insight into the challenges faced by reconstituted families.

Long term and enduring relationships have their challenges but they are 
fundamental for the wellbeing of our families and are at the heart of a strong 
society. They merit the support of the State as put forward in our policy 
recommendations.

The study was launched on the 7th of December 2017 at the Antoine De 
Paule Hall  in San Anton Palace. It was very well received by those attending 
and had good coverage by the local media.
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6.3.2.2 Participation at the European Scientific Family Research (ESFR) 
conference in Dortmund

The various experts and the research officer submitted five papers for 
presentation at the ESFR conference. All five papers were accepted and were 
presented in Dortmund, Germany in September 2016.

6.3.2.3 Participation in the media

The above mentioned study also attracted the interest of the media and 
appeared in various newspapers and on the news bulletin of all three main 
local television stations.  Below are examples of newspaper coverage.

• 7 December 2017 / Maltatoday / Marital infidelity because of social 
media is growing concern for Maltese couples

• 8 December 2017 / Times of Malta / ‘Technology, finances risks for 
relationships’- Self-centred behaviour taking its toll

• 8 December 2017 / One NEWS / Studju : Il-midja taffettwa r-relazzjonijiet 
tal-koppji Maltin

• 9 December 2017 / Malta Independent / ‘Companionship’ trumps 
‘children’ in modern day expectations from relationships in Malta

• 10 December 2017 / Newsbook / Il-ħajja tal-koppji Maltin ippubblikata 
f’riċerka

6.3.2.4 Study on access to good quality, healthy, clean and fair food for all 

A joint study is being carried out by the National Observatory for Living 
with Dignity and the National Centre for Family Research.  The study aims to 
uncover facilitators and barriers to the provision and appeal of good quality 
food, defined to include wholesome, healthy, environmentally-friendly, locally-
produced food among all economic classes, whilst also being fair with the 
producers. It has adopted a grounded research approach based on qualitative 
methodologies. A number of one-to-one interviews and one focus group with 
interested stakeholders in the food supply chain have been conducted, as 
well as five ethnographic observations in supermarkets to study consumer 
behaviour. A market intervention with healthy, clean and fair food also took 
place in two local markets – Birgu/Bormla and B’Kara in April 2017 as part 
of the final phase of the study. Prof Suzanne Piscopo presented about the 
study at the Seminar organised by the PFWS on 28 September, 2016 titled 
the Sustainable Development Goals: A focus on food and the elimination of 
poverty. It is anticipated that the study report will be launched on the 14th of 
March, 2018.
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6.3.2.5 Participation in a presentation on the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)

Two of our experts Prof Suzanne Piscopo and Dr Sue Vella actively participated 
through their research in a presentation organised by the National Observatory 
for Living with Dignity which was held on 22 April, 2016.

6.3.2.6 Research Initiative inspired by the No Hate Speech Movement

Prof Suzanne Piscopo and Dr Sue Vella participated in a Foundation wide 
study on inclusion in the Community. This study was published this year under 
the title Exploring Spaces and Relationships.

6.3.2.7 Celebrating World Family Day

The 15th of May 2017, the International Day of Families, was celebrated through 
the launch of a story book entitled Stejjer mid-Djar Tagħna. This is a collection 
of ten true stories by various family members who attended an NCFR event 
in 2016.  Mr Glen Calleja was the author together with the protagonists. The 
book is on sale and all contributions will be in aid of the Malta Community 
Chest Fund.

This year’s observance by the United Nations for 2017 which focused on the 
role of families and family-oriented policies in promoting education and overall 
well-being of their members was also highlighted by NCFR. In particular our 
entity sought to come forward with an initiative together with other entities 
on the importance of education from 0 to 3.A special emphases on early 
childhood education was pinpointed by the United Nations for 2017.

6.3.2.8 Challenges Encountered

The Centre encountered a major challenge this year that impeded the entity 
from making the desired progress with regards to one of its initiatives entitled 
Celebrating the Family through Art.  This had to do with the difficulty in 
funding this project either from the PFWS budget or through sponsors.

6.3.2.9 Future Directions: International Conference on Couple Relationships

The Centre is looking forward to its international conference on Couple 
Relationships in the 21st Century which will take place from the 7th to the 9th 
of February 2018 with the participation of a number of eminent international 
scholars in collaboration with the International Commission for Couple and 
Family Relations. A lot of preparation for the conference has been going on 
throughout 2016/17.
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Over the past 3 years the Entity’s research has been focusing primarily on 
sustaining couple relationships; including what couples expect from a long-
lasting relationship and what are the important factors for relationships to 
flourish. In order to consolidate its work, the Entity is currently discussing the 
possibility of developing a set of Fact Sheets that will draw on contemporary 
literature and local research to present easily digestible and useful knowledge 
for practitioners in various areas, as well as for policymakers.

Another related initiative planned is the publication of a 2019 Calendar with 
motivational, practical quotations from various participants of our most recent 
research initiative which was a set of interviews with males and females in 
different partner situations and household types. This calendar will be sold 
by the PFWS as a means of disseminating positive messages to enhance the 
wellbeing of couples, as well as a means of fund-raising for the Foundation.

We hope that by sharing our research we will be in a position to influence 
policy makers and all those who promote wellbeing in our families and in 
society at large. 

6.3.2.10 Meetings and Participation

The National Centre for Family Studies held meetings on a fortnightly basis. 
These were always attended by all members together with the Research 
Entities Coordinator and were ably supported by PFWS staff. The Chair also 
attended fortnightly meetings with the other entity chairs and the Director 
General.

6.3.3 Chairperson and entity members

The Centre is chaired by Prof Angela Abela. Two other experts are members 
of the Centre namely Prof Suzanne Piscopo and Dr Sue Vella.

Prof Angela Abela
Chairperson of the National Centre for Family Research
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6.4 National Centre for Freedom from Addiction (NCFA) 

6.4.1 Mission Statement and Long Term Aims

Long Term Aims

• To develop a more coherent understanding of the nature and concept 
of addiction within the Maltese context;

• To identify and analyse causes, trends and consequences of addiction 
in Maltese society; 

• To monitor addictive behaviour;

• To assist the President on matters and information related to addictive 
behaviour;

Mission Statement

• Recognizing that individuals, families 
and communities are interconnected;

• Recognizing that addictive behaviour 
can have deleterious effects not only 
on individuals but also on families and 
communities;

• The NCFA’s mission is that of contributing 
towards nurturing a society that is free 
from addictive behaviour in all its forms 
for the purpose of promoting personal, 
interpersonal and social wellbeing. 
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• To critically engage the public on issues related to addiction;

• To link with national and international agencies working in the field.

6.4.2 Annual Report

6.4.2.1 The Prevalence of Problematic Internet Use in Malta among Young 
Persons aged 13-16 years

The first study undertaken by the NCFA in 2015 was about the Problematic 
Internet Use among young people aged between 18-30 years. This study has led 
the entity to delve deeper in the subject of internet addiction by undertaking 
a new research with a younger cohort. A total of 869 school children aged 
13-16 from a total of 18 different state, church and private schools in Malta 
and in Gozo were questioned in order to investigate whether internet use 
was interfering in the development of their wellbeing. The study was carried 
out between November 2016 and January 2017. A lot of preparatory work 
had to be done beforehand. In order to approach the 10 government colleges 
consent from the Directorate for Quality and Standards in Education was first 
sought. Then the College Principles were approached who in turn introduced 
our work to the Schools’ head teachers. With regards to church schools, 
the consent form the Bishop’s delegate was first sought before the school 
head teachers were approached. The private school was sought directly 
through the head of school. Ethical consent was sought from the President’s 
Foundation Ethical Committee. The tool chosen was the Problematic Internet 
Entertainment Use Scale for Adolescents (PIEUSA). After permission for use 
was granted this was translated in Maltese and back translated into English. A 
researcher, a statistician and 4 assistant researchers were then recruited. The 
latter were trained and briefed well on the process they had to follow once 
the data collection started. 

The results identified a four-tiered categorization of internet for entertainment 
use: occasional users (13.9%), habitual users (65.5%), at risk users (15.4%) 
and problematic users (5.2%). Overall similarities in size of the user 
categories between Malta, Spain and Britain show that ubiquity of internet 
for entertainment transcends cultural contexts, at least in Western European 
countries. Moreover, similar to findings of the NCFA study on PIU among 18-30 
year olds, in this study there was a prevalence of one of the younger cohorts 
under investigation (14 year olds) among problematic users identified in this 
study. Problematic users reported experiences of withdrawal, preoccupation 
and loss of control. The identification of these experiences provides a more 
comprehensive understanding of their experience of problematic internet 
use for entertainment. It also informs the debate concerning recognition 
of problematic Internet use and broader behavioural addiction as official 
disorders. 
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In sum, this study foregrounds the NCFA in the scholarly debate on conceptual 
disjunctures as regards to what comprises ‘Internet for entertainment’ and 
what is (if there is such thing as) ‘problematic internet use’ in general, and - 
more specifically - ‘problematic internet use for entertainment’. The NCFA’s 
contribution is grounded in the broader debate between those who seek to 
pathologise and / or medicalise the phenomena under study and those who 
focus on the big data that is generated by use of Internet for entertainment. 
Both positions may be fuelled by financial gain and may generate analyses 
that omit the nuances in the narratives of respective users. The NCFA’s 
outlook is also informed by the need to question potential bias induced by 
the necessity to justify one’s discipline in today’s globalised, networked, yet 
increasingly fragmented plethora of knowledge sciences.

6.4.2.2 Drug Driving Prevalence in Malta

After the Drug driving report issued by NFCA in 2016, the entity has sought 
to take up the recommendations that were made. Articles in the local news 
papers were written to raise awareness regarding the issue. Several meetings 
were held with entities involved in driving cars on Maltese roads including the 
Malta Transport Authority, the Road Safety Council and with the Minister for 
Transport. 

Discussions at all levels were held so as to:

• Raise awareness with regards to the dangers of using psychoactive 
substances and driving

• Measure the prevalence of drug driving in Malta

Although a proposal to carry out a study to measure prevalence of drug 
driving together with the costs it entails has been formulated, as yet no 
agreement has been reached by the entities involved whether this study 
should be carried out or not. The NCFA will continue with these discussions 
as it firmly believes in the importance of having such data.

6.4.2.3 The Centre for Freedom from Addiction and the President’s 
Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society

As the mission statement of the NCFA states, its primary aim is to contribute 
‘towards nurturing a society that is free from addictive behaviour in all 
its forms for the purpose of promoting personal, interpersonal and social 
wellbeing.’ This it attains through research. All queries raised at the forum 
level are delved into in depth. The Centre through its experts seeks to answer 
questions that are raised from the grass root level by doing research and by 
reading through studies already taken by other academics. It seeks to be 
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creative in its work but at the same time very practical, answering to gaps in 
legislation and policies. The whole team has met regularly and has worked 
hard together and independently all through the year. The Centre believes 
that its work to develop a more coherent understanding of the nature and 
concept of addiction within the Maltese context is still at its infancy.

6.4.3 Chairperson and entity members

As at June 2017 the Chairperson was Dr Anna Maria Vella and this entity’s 
members were Professor Marilyn Clark; Professor Janet Mifsud; Dr Mario 
Mifsud and Ms Sharon Tanti.

Launch of the study on the Prevalence of 
Problematic Internet Use in Malta among 
young persons in Malta aged 13-16
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6.5 National Observatory for Living with Dignity 

6.5.1 Objective

The mission statement of the National Observatory for Living with Dignity is to 
promote a dignified life for all by critically engaging with knowledge, social 
structures, and human relations, especially through generating empirical data, 
valorising experiential knowledge, and providing access to reliable information on 
issues related to ecological, social economic, and cultural inclusion.

The objectives of the National Observatory for Living with Dignity are:

• To monitor local progress in combating social, economic and cultural 
exclusion; 

• To provide the Presidency with evidence-based data on matters 
related to social, economic and cultural inclusion;

• To create spaces for conversations and reflections on matters related 
to social, economic and cultural inclusion;

• To inform and critically engage the public on issues related to dignified 
living, including the intersection of the environment with human 
wellbeing;

• To showcase examples of good practice in combating social, economic 
and cultural exclusion and in promoting social cohesion;

• To link with international agencies, including other observatories, 
engaged in promoting social, economic and cultural inclusion.

6.5.2 Annual Report 

The Observatory was responsible for the production of two series of 
programmes, seventeen programmes each series, aired or still airing, 
on Campus FM.  The first series, which came to an end in February 2017, 
dealt with the wide-ranging work undertaken by the Foundation’s different 
structures.  The second series, titled Agenda 2030, still airing, deals with 
the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. The latter builds on a number of 
activities organised by the Observatory, to promote the UN’s Agenda 2030

The second phase of the study on Early School leavers is drawing to an end 
with the analysis of the qualitative date almost ready to be published.

The Observatory is currently conducting research, together with the National 
Institute for the Family, focusing on food justice and clean food.  

Following ethical clearance, the observatory has recently started working on 
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a set of lesson plans promoting the sustainable development goals across 
the curriculum of Primary and Secondary Schools.

Following feedback, the Observatory is currently concluding a research 
proposal on social accommodation.  

6.5.3 Chairperson and entity members

As at June 2017 the Chairperson was Prof. Carmel Borg and this entity’s 
members were Dr. Andreana Dibben; Dr. Censu Caruana and Dr. Mary Grace 
Vella.

Prof Carmel Borg Chairperson of The National 
Observatory for Living with Dignity
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6.6 Forum for Active Community Engagement (FACE)

During the period under review the Forum for Active Community Engagement 
(FACE), or Forum Impenn Kommunita’ (FIK) was set up as an entity of the 
President’s Foundation for Wellbeing of Society (PFWS). It is composed of Dr. Marie 
Briguglio (Chair), Dr. Neville Calleja, Dr. Andrew Azzopardi, Ms. Amy Camilleri 
Zahra and Prof. Paul Pace. Dr. David Zammit, Prof Godfrey Baldacchino and Dr. 
Marceline Naudi also contributed to its setting up. Meetings were subsequently 
held on a quasi-monthly basis with a view to substantiating the projects identified. 
FACE was also present at each meeting of the PFWS entity-chairs and contributed 
to the work in progress of the Foundation. 

6.6.1 Objectives 

During this period, a mission statement was drawn up for the FACE and a 
programme of events was developed.  It was agreed that FACE takes forward 
the work of the PFWS fora, and in particular, that of the former Community 
Forum. It abides by the ethos of the PFWS and seeks to engage diverse 
communities, creating spaces within naturally occurring places, to give people 
in Malta and Gozo a stronger voice and empowerment to enhance wellbeing. 
FACE has two interrelated aims, namely active listening to communities and 
active outreach to communities, both of which focus on matters of societal 
wellbeing, and which also draw upon and inform research by the other entities 
of the PFWS.  The projects which FACE itself undertakes will also be informed 
by  the objectives of the PFWS’ core team as well as by projects previously 
undertaken by the PFWS Community Forum in the same field.

6.6.2 Projects and Initiatives

As its flagship contribution, the FACE, together with the National Institute 
for Childhood, developed the project “FIL-BERAH (In The Open)”, a project 
which focuses on Public Spaces and Children.  The project seeks to promote 
a bottom-up approach involving children in multi-method data collection 
and analysis to undertake a critical investigation of public space in Malta. 
The idea is to integrate physical and social elements by documenting 
children’s experiences of the use of public spaces within their community 
and the relationships accessed within these spaces. The project aims to liaise 
with a community’s local council, policy-makers, stakeholders and other 
community groups in order to embark on a social dialogue process where 
genuine consultation with children is sought. It is also the aim of the project 
to document the research process with the intention of replicating similar 
participatory processes. Following a period of consultation and revisions, 
the project was approved and granted funds. Implementation of the project 
commenced in the months following this reporting period.  
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A number of parallel initiatives also took place during the year. In one of its 
first activities on the ground, the FACE was entrusted with marking Women’s 
Day (March 2017). A series of workshops on the question of women’s 
participation in politics and leadership were organized with the help of the 
PFWS core-team. NGOs, national and European Union parliamentarians, Local 
Councillors and Diplomats were present in what was a very well-attended 
event, dealing with a topic that has been identified by women’s groups as 
being one that merits priority attention.  FACE also organised the Second 
National Conference on Wellbeing (April 2017), on the topic of Environment 
and Health, in Collaboration with the Australian High Commission.  A series of 
panel discussions comprising of health, environment and civil society experts 
resulted in rich dialogue with members of the audience. The conference 
received strong coverage in the media, on a topic (pollution) which has been 
repeatedly mentioned by members of the community as being detrimental 
to their well-being. 

On the occasion of 50 years from the granting of the Right of Individual 
Petition to the European Court of Human Rights (May 2017), FACE contributed 
to the launch of a Legal Clinic, in collaboration with the Faculty of Laws at 
the University of Malta, the Chamber of Advocates and the Junior Chamber 
of Advocates and hosted by the University’s Cottonera Resource Centre. 
FACE also collaborated in marking the day of Corporate Social Responsibility, 
chairing a panel discussion on the role and challenges of CSR towards social 
wellbeing. The event also celebrated the third anniversary of the PFWS which 
marks the end of the reporting period for this report.  

Dr Marie Brigulio participating 
in the 2nd National Conference on Wellbeing
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Outreach Events

As detailed in the previous sections of this annual report the Foundation organises 
a range of activities with a number of these being spearheaded by the Entities. 
Furthermore the Foundation also organises numerous others initiatives and 
events with the same overarching goal to enhance the wellbeing of society. Listed 
hereunder are such activities that happened during the period covered in this 
annual report.

7.1 Consultation meeting between LGBTIQ NGOs and the G.U. clinic 
 9 June 2016

The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society in collaboration with 
NGO Gender Liberation hosted a consultation meeting between all the local 
LGBTIQ NGOs and the Genitourinary clinic regarding matters of sexual health, 
increased awareness and access to sexual health services.

The consultation meeting was held as part of Pride Malta Week 2016.

7.2 Roundtable discussion on Media, Diversity and Social Justice 
15 June 2016

On the 15 June 2016 the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society 
invited representatives from the media; namely heads of broadcasting news 
and editors of local newspapers for a roundtable discussion on media, 
diversity and social justice.

The discussion focused on the particular language that is used by the media 
when referring to vulnerable people, which often creates unnecessary 
stereotypes, and in turn increases barriers and conflict within society. 

Her Excellency the President of Malta opened the discussion. The event was 
held at San Anton Palace.

7.3 President’s Foundation’s Second Year Anniversary - 23 June 2016

On the occasion of the second anniversary of the President’s Foundation, 
the annual President’s Forum was held at San Anton Palace. The Forum was 
opened by Dr Ruth Farrugia, Director General of the Foundation, followed by 
an address by Her Excellency the President of Malta. 
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The event proceeded with a Community Forum led by Dr Marie Briguglio. 
Participants were invited to share their views on the work of the Community 
Forum, specifically on what has worked and for proposals on what can be 
done better. Those present were also invited to share their experiences on 
what it was like to participate in a Foundation Forum.

The second year anniversary also featured a dance performance by Żugraga 
Dance Organisation and live music by bands Rise and Charles and sons. A 
video clip featuring the activities organised by the President’s Foundation 
was projected on the main stage.

7.4 Interfaith walk – 2 July 2016

On the 2 July 2016, the President’s Foundation organised and interfaith walk 
at the Verdala Palace gardens.  The participants met at the main gates of the 
gardens and a reflective walk was held with the guidance of Prof Edward 
Warrington. Reflections were held in specific places and landmarks in the 
garden such as near a well, a bridge and a crossroad - all found within the 
grounds of the said gardens. A closing note was delivered by Her Excellency 
the President of Malta and refreshments at the end of the walk were provided 
at the Palace itself.

7.5 Consultation Meeting on foster care – 2 August 2016

On the 2 August 2016 the President’s Foundation facilitated a consultation 
meeting for care leavers. Participants included a number of adults that were 
previously in foster care. The meeting provided a space where participants 
could speak about their experience in foster care and highlight the positive 
aspects, negative aspects and what provided wellbeing during that experience. 
The discussion also focused on how legal procedures and legislation affected 
the participants when they were in foster care and once they left care.

The discussion touched on the proposed child protection bill in particular on 
the introduction of permanent foster care in the child protection act that at 
that stage was in the process of being debated. 

The discussion was facilitated by Dr Dibben and a psychotherapist was 
present throughout the entire event. Her Excellency the President of Malta 
opened the meeting with a welcome note. 

This event marked the start of a process that would eventually result in the 
establishment of a network for care leavers established a year later with the 
support of the President’s Foundation. The objective of the network is to 
provide a safe space and to provide a network by care leavers for care leavers 
and children in out-of-home care.
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7.6 Sustainable Regeneration of Built Heritage Workshop – 19 
September 2016

The Sustainable Regeneration of Built Heritage (SRBH) Workshop was held 
on the 19th September 2016 at San Anton Palace under the auspices of H.E. 
the President of Malta. The event formed part of an on-going project, initiated 
by Her Excellency the President of Malta. The project aims to support the 
development of an effective strategy for improving the energy performance 
of heritage buildings, whilst conserving architectural and historic value. 

Project lead Perit Amber Wismayer, with expertise from the University of 
Bath (UK) and the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UK), hopes that, 
once completed, the work being carried out at San Anton Palace will lay the 
foundations for similar projects to be implemented in other historic buildings 
in the future: this to achieve energy savings at a national level, whilst also 
supporting the re-use of Malta’s architectural legacy.

The Planning Authority, Periti and NGOs, were all invited to participate in the 
SRBH Workshop. The aim of the event was to understand the views of these 
stakeholders, as well as the problems they face, in order to establish the way 
forward.

The event was organised with the participation of the President’s Foundation 
for the Wellbeing of Society, the University of Bath (UK), the University of 
Wales Trinity Saint David (UK) and the University of Malta, with a strong 
representation of the Planning Authority. Hon. Herrera, Minister for Sustainable 
Development, the Environment and Climate Change, opened the proceedings, 
and Prof Torpiano, Dean of the Faculty for the Built Environment (University 
of Malta) chaired the panel during the morning session. The afternoon 
was devoted to three different workshops, which each addressed specifics 
technical issues. 

The demand for participation at the event was greater than expected, and 
attendees were keen and enthusiastic to share their perceptions. The result 
was an interesting discussion, and a very successful workshop.

7.7 Sustainable Development Goals – Seminar and publication launch 
28 September 2016

On the 28 September 2016 the President’s Foundation organised a seminar 
entitled ‘SDGs: A Focus on Food and the Elimination of Poverty’. The 
seminar was organised to mark the first year anniversary of the launch of the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

A number of speakers participated in the seminar including Dr Suzanne 
Piscopo (focusing on access to good quality, healthy, clean and fair food); 



44 Annual Report 2016 / 2017

Dr Censu Caruana (focusing on non-violence and SDG1); Mr Malcolm Borg 
(focusing on Malta’s food landscape) and Mr Mario Gerada (focusing on 
Seeds, and other disconnections). 

The event also included the launch of a publication entitled ‘The Global Goals 
for Sustainable Development – Snapshots from Malta’, which publication was 
introduced by Prof Carmel Borg, Chair of the National Observatory for Living 
with Dignity. The event ended with a concluding speech by Her Excellency 
the President of Malta.

7.8 IGLYO’s Annual Members’ Conference – 29 September 2016

Between the 29 September and the 2 October, 2016 the annual conference 
of the international LGBTI youth association IGLYO was organized in Malta. 
During the conference representatives of various European LGBTI youth 
organizations had an opportunity to strengthen cooperation and to share 
best practices in advocating for LGBTI rights. The President’s Foundation 
supported this conference and also hosted and met delegates at an official 
reception.

7.9 Freshers’ week – 3 to 5 October 2016

The President’s Foundation participated in the Freshers’ week at the University 
of Malta to showcase its activities and to raise awareness about its ethos 
and mission. This year the President’s Foundation also invited students to 
share their take on what brings wellbeing to them. The Foundation set up 
a stand on campus during Freshers’ week and students could participate in 
this activity by submitting their entry together with a picture of themselves 
taken in a photo booth set up as part of the stand itself. The student with the 
winning entry had a once in a lifetime chance to shadow Her Excellency the 
President for a day.

The President’s Foundation also participates in freshers’ weeks organised at 
Malta College of Arts Science and Technology, at the Giovanni Curmi Higher 
Secondary and at the G.F. Abela Junior College.

7.10 Wellbeing in Retirement Conference - 8 October 2016

The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society organised a 
conference on ‘Wellbeing in Retirement’. The aim of the conference was to 
create awareness on retirement as an important stage in life and to explore 
the links between wellbeing and retirement. Findings from the Foundation’s 
consultative fora showed that wellbeing can decrease during retirement. The 
conference thus addressed these issues and explored ways how wellbeing 
can be sustained during retirement. 



Annual Report 2016 / 2017 45

The guest speakers invited to participate in this conference included some 
of the leading experts in the field. Dr Anthony Fiorini (Senior lecturer in 
gerontology at the Faculty for Social Wellbeing at the University of Malta) 
spoke about health and wellbeing. Dr Marvin Formosa (Chairperson of 
the National Commission for Active Ageing) gave a presentation on social 
wellbeing. Prof David Mamo (Associate Professor in Psychiatry at the Faculty 
of Medicine and Surgery at the University of Malta) spoke about psychological 
wellbeing. 

Her Excellency the President of Malta opened the conference. This was followed 
by an address by the Hon Justyne Caruana, MP, Parliamentary Secretary for 
Rights of Persons with Disability and Active Aging. The Head of the European 
Commission Representation in Malta, Dr Elena Grech, also participated as a 
guest speaker. Frances Mallia and Joe Ebejer, recent retirees, were invited 
as guest speakers whereby they shared their experiences of retirement and 
wellbeing. 

The conference happened at Verdala Palace.

7.11 Mental Health Day Press Conference - 10 October 2016

A press conference proposing a number of policy recommendations was held 
on the occasion of the 2016 Mental Health Day. The press conference, addressed 
by Her Excellency the President of Malta and Mental Health Commissioner 
Dr John Cachia, focused on a number of recommendations that emanated 
from consultation sessions organised by the President’s Foundation with the 
support of the Office of the Mental Health Commissioner.

Over the previous months the President’s Foundation in collaboration with the 
Office of the Mental Health Commissioner and with the active involvement of 
service users, mental health NGOs, NGOs of professionals working in the field, 
the Mental Health Platform and other stakeholders held a series of meetings 
to explore ways how to improve the wellbeing of sufferers of poor mental 
health in Malta. Through these meetings a series of policy recommendations 
were formulated with the intention of using these as building blocks for a 
cohesive mental health policy reform.

Her Excellency the President called on individuals to ‘better understand and 
be aware of the suffering of those affected by mental illness, and to be of 
support when required’.

7.12 2nd National Conference on Child Wellbeing 
21 to 22 October 2016

The President’s Foundation held its annual conference on child wellbeing on 
the 21-22 October 2016. The conference was entitled ‘2nd National Conference 
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on Child Wellbeing: Access to Justice for Vulnerable Children’ and was held 
at the Presidential Palace in Valletta and at the University of Malta Valletta 
Campus. Her Excellency the President of Malta and the Director General of 
the President’s Foundation Dr Ruth Farrugia delivered opening addresses at 
the start of the conference.

The President’s Foundation believes that access to justice is a fundamental 
principle in securing, promoting, and protecting the rights and wellbeing 
of children. The conference thus explored access to justice from the child’s 
perspective, giving particular attention to children who are vulnerable.

The conference programme was based on two days, with keynote addresses 
from Ms Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General on Violence against Children and Ms Regína Jensdóttir, Head of the 
Children’s Rights Division, Council of Europe. 

A panel discussion with guest panellists who are leaders in the field was also 
held. The working title of the panel discussion was ‘Child-Friendly Justice 
from the Child’s Perspective’. Panellist included Astrid Podsiadlowski from 
The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights; Danielle Douglas from 
the International Foster Care Organisation (IFCO) and Norah Gibbons from 
Eurochild.

The conference also included breakout sessions that discussed specific issues 
namely Asylum Seeking Children; Children in Alternative Care; Violence 
against Children and Juvenile Justice. A number of recommendations came 
out of these individual sessions and were subsequently presented in plenary. 

A segment of the conference programme was also allocated to children’s 
perspectives on out-of-home care. Sean Downey, an Irish teenager with his 
own youtube.com channel who was at that time in foster care spoke about 
his experience and shared his thoughts on how access to justice for young 
people works in practise.

The conference was very well attended and was concluded by closing remarks 
by Her Excellency the President of Malta.

7.13 Colloquium on environmental heritage and its importance for 
wellbeing / Botanical art exhibition - 24 October 2016

On the 24 October 2016 the President’s Foundation launched a botanical 
art exhibition and also organised a colloquium focusing on the value of 
environmental heritage and its importance for wellbeing.  The event was 
opened by Her Excellency the President of Malta.

The botanical art exhibits were the work of Her Excellency the Australian 
High Commissioner to Malta, Ms Jane Elspeth Lambert. The main centrepiece, 
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painted specifically for this occasion, was an exhibit of the Tulipa Sylvestris 
Australis, an indigenous Maltese Tulip. 

The event started with presentations on the indigenous tulip and preservation 
of biodiversity in Malta by local expert Simone Cutajar and Dutch expert 
Rene Dekker. The ensuing colloquium included the participation of expert 
panellists including Simone Cutajar; Edwin Lanfranco and Joseph Buhagiar. 
The colloquium was moderated by Pyt Farrugia and focused on Malta’s 
environmental heritage with a focus on the indigenous Maltese Tulip; how 
we value the environmental heritage in Malta; and what more can we do to 
further this important aspect of wellbeing. 

The Australian High Commissioner to Malta, Ms Jane Elspeth Lambert, closed 
the event with comments on her work and on the event’s theme. The event 
and exhibition were held at San Anton Palace. The exhibition remained open 
for the public for a number of days after the event. 

7.14 Participation rights of children with a disability
2 November 2016

On the 2 November 2016 the President’s Foundation organised an event 
focusing on the participation rights of children with a disability. The event was 
entitled ‘Isma’ Ħa Ngħidlek: Lejn Iżjed Għarfien tad-Dritt għall-Parteċipazzjoni 
tat-Tfal b’Diżabilità’ and was opened by Her Excellency the President of Malta.

The opening was followed by a panel discussion. Panellist included Maleck Haj 
Moussa, a member of the President’s Foundation Children’s Council; Marika 
Gatt, a mother of a child with a disability; and Christian Camilleri from the 
Commission for the Rights of Persons with Disability (KNPD).  Joe Camilleri, 
former KNPD chairman, moderated the discussion.

The event also included a presentation by Dr Ruth Farrugia, Director General 
of the President’s Foundation and a senior lecturer at the University of Malta 
and Dr Anne-Marie Callus, a lecturer at the Faculty for Social Wellbeing at 
University of Malta. 

Their presentation made reference to their recent publication entitled The 
Disabled Child’s Participation Rights as part of a series on Interdisciplinary 
Disability Studies, published by Routledge. A discussion with the participation 
of the floor ensued.

The event was closed by speeches from the Hon Justyne Caruana, MP, 
Parliamentary Secretary for Rights of Persons with Disability and Active 
Aging and the Hon Robert Cutajar, Opposition Spokesperson for Family 
Affairs, Children’s Rights, Elderly and Persons with Disability.
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7.15 Health and Wellbeing: Diabetes conference – 19 November 2016

The President’s Foundation in collaboration with Narrative Structures 
organised a conference on Health and Wellbeing focusing on diabetes. The 
conference included two key presentations with the first one being an overview 
of the diabetes situation in Malta by Prof Stephen Fava. Professor Stephen 
Fava is a consultant in General Medicine, Diabetes and Endocrinology. He is 
also Head of the Diabetes and Endocrinology Centre and Chairperson of the 
Department of Medicine at Mater Dei Hospital, Malta.

The second presentation focused on new developments in type 2 diabetes 
treatment and was given by Prof Nebojsa Lalic.  Professor Nebojsa Lalic is a 
physician, internist and endocrinologist-diabetologist by training who focused 
his activities on clinical care, research and education in diabetes. He is also a 
Board Member of the International Diabetes Federation Europe.

The conference was also addressed by the Hon Dr Therese Comodini 
Cachia, MEP and by Her Excellency Ms Beatrice Le Fraper Du Hellen, French 
Ambassador to Malta. Her Excellency the President of Malta closed the event.

7.16 Universal Children’s Day – 20 November 2016

The Gzira Local Council in collaboration with the President’s Foundation, 
The Malta Community Chest Fund Foundation, NGOs and other stakeholders 
organised an event to celebrate the 2016 Universal Children’s Day.

The event, held at St Clare College in Gzira, included a number of fun activities 
for children and participants. The President’s Foundation took this opportunity 
to showcase its activities, reach out to participants and share information 
about its work, its publications and upcoming events. A Community Forum 
session was also held with the participation of people attending the event.

The Universal Children’s Day event was part of a Sports and Cultural events 
week organised by the Gzira Local Council in collaboration with various other 
entities.

7.17 Intergenerational Discussion on Human Rights
14 December 2016

On the occasion of 2016 Human Rights Day, the President’s Foundation 
for the Wellbeing of Society organised an intergenerational discussion on 
human rights. The discussion included the participation of Her Excellency 
the President of Malta and Dr Barbara Harrell-Bond, OBE, Emerata Professor 
and a legal anthropologist with vast international experience on research and 
human rights.
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A number of children and young people from the President’s Foundation 
Children’s Council and Young People’s Council participated together with 
other young participants from schools and entities interested in the subject. 
The event was held at San Anton Palace Attard. The discussion focused on a 
number of aspects relating to human rights including the definition and the 
universality of human rights. 

Dr Barbara Harrell-Bond, OBE, Emerata Professor and Associate, is a legal 
anthropologist who founded/directed the Refugee Studies Centre (1982-
96) at the University of Oxford. Previously she conducted research in West 
Africa from 1967-1982.  On retirement from the Refugee Studies Centre, she 
conducted research in Kenya and Uganda (1997-2000), and was Honorary 
Adjunct Professor, American University in Cairo (2000-2008). She is now 
responsible for the information portal, www.refugeelegalaidinformation.org  
promoting legal assistance for refugees around the world. 

7.18 Ecumenical Meal - 19 December 2016

The President’s Foundation held its annual Ecumenical Meal on the 19 
December 2016 at San Anton Palace in Attard.  Leaders of different Christian 
communities based in Malta and Gozo were invited. A discussion focusing on 
social cohesion and dialogue among diverse Christian communities was held 
before the dinner. Participants had the opportunity to discussion proactive 
strategies to create greater synergy. The discussion focused on exploring 
differences and similarities and to find ways for Christians to come together 
in an inclusive and welcoming setting. 

7.19 Education for Peace and Wellbeing toolkit – 9 January 2017

On the 9 January 2017 the President’s Foundation delivered a presentation 
about a toolkit focusing on Education for Peace and Wellbeing. 

The toolkit is aimed at promoting dialogue, peace building and non-violent 
conflict transformation. It gives participants the space to explore the 
personal and social contexts that shape their development. It is designed 
to empower young people to be pioneers of peace building in their schools 
and communities through values, attitudes and behaviours based on human 
rights and social solidarity. 

The presentation was given to Principals of primary schools in Malta and an 
invitation was extended to those present to collaborate with the President’s 
Foundation in the implementation of the toolkit and its related activities.

Background – In May 2016 the President’s Foundation was invited to organise a 
‘Diversity Week’ which included a series of talks, presentations and interactive 
workshops on themes relating to diversity. These included gender, aging 
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with dignity, disability and interfaith. The Diversity Week was held at San 
Andrea Senior School. Through this experience the President’s Foundation 
developed a toolkit focusing on peace building and wellbeing, which toolkit 
was eventually shared with Principals of numerous other schools.

7.20 Lost in Migration Conference – 26 and 27 January 2017

The President’s Foundation in collaboration with Missing Children Europe 
organised a conference focusing on children in migration. The conference, 
entitled ‘Lost in Migration: Working together to protect children from 
disappearance’ brought together key stakeholders to discuss the 
disappearance of children in migration and to make policy recommendation 
that would positively address the situation.

Coinciding with the Maltese presidency of the Council of the EU and specifically 
the informal Justice and Home Affairs Council that happened in Malta during 
the same dates, the conference welcomed policy makers and child protection 
actors who work or support these children. Other key stakeholders concerned 
with the protection of migrant children’s rights across Europe also attended 
the event that was held on the 26-27 January 2017. 

The event featured a number of high level speakers, including Her Excellency 
Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, President of Malta; Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, 
UN Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child 
Pornography and President of Missing Children Europe; Dimitris Avramopoulos, 
European Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship; the Hon 
Carmelo Abela, Minister for Home Affairs and National Security of Malta; 
Rob Wainwright, Director of Europol; Jose Carreira, the Director of EASO, 
high level representatives from UNICEF, UNHCR and IOM and members of 
the European Parliament including MEP Hilde Vautmans and MEP Caterina 
Chinnici.

In addition to panel discussions, the event featured testimonies from young 
adults who arrived as unaccompanied children in Malta; a ‘living library’ 
bringing stories and expertise from all over Europe; workshops organised by 
leading experts in the field and the screening of the film ‘The Invisible City: 
Kakuma’.

The conference was preceded by the launch of a blog collecting articles on 
the analysis of specific protection challenges and stories from the field. At 
the conference, more than 160 professionals took stock of the situation and 
deliberated on the current challenges of this children’s rights crisis. 

Based on the discussions, research, expertise and suggestions put forward 
a number of recommendations were formulated. Ten operational and 
policy recommendations and seven cross-cutting recommendations on the 
overall policy framework, data and funding, were formulated as conference 
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conclusions. 

In parallel with the conference, EU Ministers participating in the informal Justice 
and Home Affairs Council were briefed about the conference proceedings by 
Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, President of Missing Children Europe and by Dr 
Ruth Farrugia, Director General of the President’s Foundation.

Following the event, the conference conclusions were endorsed by over 
50 international organisations and shared with EU and national Ministers, 
Commissioners, Heads of States and international stakeholders. The impact 
of the conference recommendations also included the following:

Debate in the plenary of the European Parliament: On 1 March 2017 an 
important debate on missing migrant children took place in the European 
Parliament plenary in Brussels following an oral question to the European 
Commission which was submitted by the major political groups of the EP as 
an outcome of the Lost in Migration conference. Intervening MEPs recalled the 
importance of the Lost in Migration Conference Conclusions and underlined 
the need of a strategic document adopted at European level to set up a 
framework of action and objectives to improve the current situation. At the 
end of the debate, Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship 
Dimitris Avramopoulos committed to building a comprehensive approach 
on children in migration based on the outcomes of the Lost in Migration 
conference conclusions as well as the EU Forum on the Rights of the Child.

European Commission Communication on the protection of children in 
migration: The Communication, published in April 2017, proposes a number of 
priority areas for Member States to focus on, supported by the Commission 
and EU Agencies, to improve the protection of children in migration and 
ensure a closer link between the asylum and child protection services. The 
content of the document have been based explicitly, among others, on the 
conclusions from the Lost in Migration conference.

Media and awareness: Over 40 news and media outlets in at least 10 different 
countries have published information and data on the issue of missing migrant 
children through the Lost in Migration conference.

A follow-up event will take place in early 2018, one year after the conference, 
to take stock of progress made and highlight areas which remain problematic. 
The meeting, happening in Brussels, will take stock of the progress achieved 
since the adoption of the EC Communication on the protection of children in 
migration; identify good / promising practices in the implementation of the 
commitments from the local level and outline recommendations on the way 
forward.
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7.21 Extremism and the Media Public Lecture – 1 February 2017

A public lecture on extremism and the media was organised by the President’s 
Foundation on the 1 February 2017. The lecture was delivered by Dr Julie 
Shedd from the School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason 
University. Dr Julie Shedd is Associate Dean and teaches both introductory 
courses and courses on terrorism, extremism, global conflicts, and ideologies. 
She holds a Ph.D. and M.S. in Conflict Analysis and Resolution from George 
Mason University and a BA in Political Science and Psychology from George 
Washington University.

Following an introduction by the Foundation’s Director General Dr Farrugia, 
opening remarks were delivered by Her Excellency the President of Malta. 

The lecture explored the connection between extremist groups and the media 
and also dealt with tools for media consumers to interpret what they see. Dr 
Shedd spoke about how terrorism is a strategy that takes full advantage of 
modern media practices and techniques thus creating a public sense that the 
threat is overwhelming and immediate. Several journalistic and psychological 
mechanisms that contribute to this effect were explored together with ways 
how we as media consumers can put current and future events in a broader 
context.

The event happened at San Anton Palace in Attard.

7.22 2017 Holocaust Remembrance Day – 3 February 2017

On the occasion of the 2017 Holocaust Remembrance Day the President’s 
Foundation organised a colloquium with the participation of Holocaust 
survivors.  The event happened on the 3 February 2017 at San Anton Palace 
in Attard and Holocaust survivors Petra Michalski, Franz Michalski and Sami 
Modiano shared their experiences with participants that attended the event.

Following a welcome note by Dr Farrugia, Director General of the President’s 
Foundation, Her Excellency the President of Malta delivered an opening 
speech. The colloquium, moderated by Pyt Farrugia, generated an interesting 
discussion with the survivors and the event participants.

During their stay in Malta the holocaust survivors gave a number of interviews 
to the media and also visited a number of schools. Children, teachers and 
staff had the opportunity to get to know the survivors, listen to their stories 
and to ask questions. Circa one thousand children in different schools across 
Malta and Gozo were reached this way.  

Bio notes on the Holocaust survivors  

Fran Michalski was born in Görlitz on October 17, 1934. His mother was Jewish 
and his father Catholic. He was labelled as “Mischlinge” (mixed-blood) by the 
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Nazis. Franz and his younger brother endured many years of persecution. 
Their mother was in even greater danger and even their father experienced 
discrimination. His father lost his business because he was married to a Jew. In 
October 1944 the family went into hiding minutes before the Gestapo arrived 
to arrest them and send them to a concentration camp. They survived with 
the help of courageous German individuals who gave them food and shelter.

Petra Michalski nee Ulrich was born in Hamburg on April 4, 1937. Her mother 
was an indigenous Guarani from Argentina, while her father was half German, 
half Polish. Due to her non-Aryan heritage Petra’s family endured persecution 
and had to flee from their home.

Sami Modiano was born in 1930 in Rhodes, which was under Italian rule 
at the time. In 1938 when he was still in primary school, he found himself 
expelled from school with the introduction of prejudiced, fascists laws. For 
Mr Modiano this was the first in a series of traumatic experiences that shaped 
his childhood. 

In 1944 the Germans invaded Rhodes and all Jewish families were taken 
prisoners enroute to Birkenau. Once in Birkenau his family was separated; 
both his father and sister were killed shortly after. From Birkenau they were 
forced to walk to Auschwitz. Sami nearly died during the march. When he lost 
consciousness due to exhaustion he was helped by his unknown companions, 
who left him amongst corpses, and acted as one himself. Once awake he was 
able to walk towards a safe house where he was reunited with his friend and 
fellow survivors, which included Primo Levi. 

Nico Kamp was born June 25, 1937 in Keulen, Germany. He escaped on 10 
November 1938 (a day after the “Kristallnacht”) with his parents and older 
brother. During the war, he and his brother had to hide in thirteen different 
locations. His parents were captured and sent to a concentration camp. His 
father was gassed upon arrival but his mother returned after the war to be 
reunited with her two sons.

7.23 Art exhibition by Leonard Portelli – 27 February 2017

On the 27 February 2017 the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of 
Society organised an exhibition of paintings by Leonard Portelli. During its 
launch Her Excellency the President recounted how one day she was invited 
to an art exhibition where she was surprised to learn that the artist behind it 
was someone she knew and who was receiving care at Mount Carmel Hospital.

With the cooperation of the hospital staff and the facilitation of the President’s 
Foundation, she invited him to paint in a private garden at San Anton Palace. 
When interviewed Leonard Portelli said that after just one year of visits to 
San Anton, he felt empowered enough to leave the hospital and today enjoys 
semi-independent living in a Richmond Foundation hostel.
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The exhibition ran between the 27 February until the 1 March 2017 and was 
set-up at San Anton Palace. With reference to mental health and his art 
Leonard Portelli said that “I express myself with colours. My colours are bright 
and beautiful. I like to say that life is beautiful and I try to share that message 
through my art”.

7.24 International Women’s Day 2017 – 6 March 2017

This was the third consecutive year the President’s Foundation celebrated 
International Women’s Day. The theme for this year was ‘Women in Politics 
and Leadership’. Through this event the Foundation wanted to create a safe, 
respectful space for discussion about human rights issues which relate to 
gender equality and women’s rights. 

In line with this year’s theme, the main focus of the event was the worrying 
rates of women in leadership and politics in Malta. In fact Malta has one of the 

Women's Day Event Guests and Participants
March 2017 
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lowest levels of female political representation in the European Union.

The event was an opportunity meant to provide and come up with concrete 
suggestions that can lead to policy and practice change. At the same time 
the event sought to celebrate women in politics and leadership together 
with their achievements. The event also aimed to examine barriers to female 
participation and representation, and identify ways to overcome these.

The following were the components of the International Women’s Day event:

Publication

A publication featuring the activities organised on the previous edition of 
the International Women’s Day was shared during this event. The publication 
detailed the diverse activities held in the previous year and also featured their 
outcomes. It also included some thought-provoking papers, interventions 
and recommendations made by participants on those occasions.

Workshops 

The participants were divided in five workshops, with each group asked the 
five questions listed hereunder. The same questions were circulated to female 
politicians, businesswomen and ambassadors prior to the event. Following the 
discussions in the separate workshops participants met in plenary formation 
and discussed the salient points and outcomes of the separate workshop 
discussions. 

The replies from female politicians, businesswomen and ambassadors 
were shared during the introduction of the event itself. The introduction 
was delivered by Ms Amy Camilleri Zahra, Dr Marceline Naudi and Dr Marie 
Briguglio from the Forum for Active Community Engagement. The Forum, 
which forms part of the President’s Foundation, together with members from 
the Foundation’s core team, planned and organised this event.

Workshop questions:

• What support do women need to take on roles in leadership? 

• What are the things that hinder or discourage women from taking on 
such roles?

• What do you think are the positive elements of having women in 
leadership roles?

• How do you think we can encourage other women to take on these 
roles? 

• How can we be bold for change?
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High Level Guest Speakers

Dr Zita Gurmai and MEP Ms Caterina Chinnici were invited to share their stories 
and their experiences with participants at the event. Both speakers have 
a wealth of experience from the European Parliament and their respective 
political parties. The issues they touched upon included the gender pay gap; 
the empowerment of girls and women; the role of inspirational role models; 
the importance of showing solidarity; the under-representation of women; 
cultural issues; the widespread persistence of gender disparity; discrimination 
and many more. 

MEP Ms Caterina Chinnici is a lawyer, an Italian magistrate and a politician. She 
has worked in many interesting areas of the law, including the Juvenile Court 
as a prosecutor. In 2014, she was elected Member of European Parliament with 
the Democratic Party. MEP Ms Caterina Chinnici serves as co-chairperson of 
the European Parliament Intergroup on Children’s Rights.

Dr Zita Gurmai is Hungarian and previously served as a Member of the European 
Parliament for the Hungarian Socialist Party. She is the President of the Party 
of European Socialist Women and since 2015 served as special advisor on 
gender policy in development cooperation to the European Commissioner 
for International Cooperation and Development. Dr Zita Gurmai is also a 
founding member of the Women in Parliament Global Forum.

Launch of the Network of Young Women Leaders  

An NGO aimed at promoting and encouraging the participation of young 
women in leadership was launched during the event itself. Samantha Pace 
Gasan, founder of the organisation, explained that the Network of Young 
Women Leaders is a non-partisan NGO which aims to promote and encourage 
the participation of young women in leadership, with a special focus on the 
political sphere. The executive team is made up of seven young women, 
who all have different identities, backgrounds and degrees of activism. She 
said that the Network of Young Women Leaders intends to identify, raise 
awareness on, and advocate against barriers that hinder the full participation 
of young women in leadership positions and that it will strive to challenge 
gender inequalities in all spheres.

The event, held at San Anton Palace, was closed by Her Excellency the 
President of Malta. In her speech Her Excellency said that “In conclusion, let 
us remember that when women succeed and thrive, so do men, and so does 
our society. When women are valued as full collaborators in the world to 
strengthen our society, men are equally enriched. When women are respected, 
and their rights are protected, whole communities will flourish. We owe it to 
the future of our children to continue to promote, to protect, and to celebrate 
the rights of women, and the rights of all people who experience oppression 
and injustice”.
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7.25 COST Action IS1206 on Femicide across Europe Final Conference 
– 14 to the 16 March 2017

COST is an intergovernmental framework for European Cooperation in 
Science and Technology, allowing the coordination of nationally-funded 
research on a European level. COST Action IS1206 established the first pan-
European coalition on femicide with researchers who are already studying 
the phenomenon nationally, in order to advance research clarity, agree on 
definitions, improve the efficacy of policies for femicide prevention, and 
publish guidelines for the use of national policy-makers. 

The final conference was held in Malta in March 2017 and was opened by 
Her Excellency the President of Malta. The programme included sessions 
by working groups with an invited keynote speaker, a presentation of the 
working group’s work, and a discussion with EU policy-makers. The President’s 
Foundation supported this conference.
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7.26 Launch of a Participatory Action Research Project on safeguarding 
local heirloom and landrace seeds - 16 March 2017

On the 16 March 2017 the National Hub for Ethnobotanical Research, as part 
of the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society, launched ‘Sharing 
Seeds, Sharing Life: A participatory action research project on safeguarding 
local heirloom and landrace seeds’.

This initiative was spurred by concerns raised during previous meetings held 
by the National Hub for Ethnobotanical Research.  The loss of the genetic 
material and biodiversity of local seeds, including their cultural and traditional 
use, has been a focal concern for young and new farmers raised during such 
meetings.

This project aims to offer a response through research, involving those same 
young and new farmers who expressed unease at the loss of genetic diversity 
and an overall decline in cultural and traditional uses of old seed varieties. 

The overarching aim of this project is to explore and renew the traditional and 
cultural relationships with vegetable landrace and heirlooms seeds in Malta, 
and facilitate a process whereby interest in these vegetables is increased to 
the point where they are taken up for cultivation again, thereby conserving 
both local genetic biodiversity and cultural heritage. 

The event was opened by Her Excellency the President of Malta. Mr Mario 
Gerada, Chair, National Hub for Ethnobotanical Research, subsequently gave 
an introduction on the project.

The launch continued with a panel discussion with the participation of Ms 
Simone Cutajar (Researcher); Mr John Gauci (Farmer); Ms Jeanette Borg 
(Malta Youth in Agriculture) and Dr Censu Caruana (Expert). The panel was 
moderated by Mr Pyt Farrugia and a discussion with the floor ensued. Closing 
Remarks were delivered by Prof Everaldo Attard, and expert and part of the 
National Hub for Ethnobotanical Research.

The launch was held at San Anton Palace and during the event participants 
were given a sample of local heirloom and landrace seeds.

7.27 Launch of SPARK 15 - 17 March 2017

The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society, in collaboration with 
the UN’s refugee agency (UNHCR) facilitated the launch of SPARK 15, the 
first youth refugee-led NGO in Malta.

SPARK 15 is a group of young refugees who have a clear objective, namely to 
encourage other young refugees to become active participants and agents 
of inclusive societies in Malta and beyond. They are a mix of young people 
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coming from a number of different countries including Eritrea, Palestine, 
Somalia and Libya, with ages ranging from 18 to 25.

SPARK 15 was launched on the 17 March 2017 at San Anton Palace in Attard. 
During the launch event Her Excellency the President of Malta gave an opening 
address and SPARK 15 released a video which highlighted daily challenges 
that young refugee communities face in Malta - mainly access to work and 
education opportunities. 

The event was address by a UNHCR representative. It also included a panel 
discussion and a question and answer session with the participation of 
attendees.  

7.28 Figuring Youth Project – 28 March 2017

Figuring Youth was a theatre and visual arts project exploring the visions 
of youth on body image, which project was held with the support of the 
President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society. A series of workshops 
was conducted by visual and theatre artists with the participation of a number 
of students. The workshops gave the students basic tools to be able to create 
works of art relating to body images.

These workshop sessions also led to the creation of a series of paintings 
and etchings, as well as a performance focusing on the subject in question. 
The creations portrayed the different insights and factors that influence how 
young people perceive and value the way they look and present themselves. 

The exhibition, hosted at the Malta Society of Arts in Valletta, was launched 
with the participation of Her Excellency the President of Malta and was open 
to the public for a month. 

7.29 Women’s Organisations Platform - Roundtable Discussion - 4 
April 2017

The President’s Foundation facilitated a roundtable discussion organised for 
women’s organisations based in Malta and Gozo. The roundtable discussion 
stemmed from an earlier initiative spearheaded by Her Excellency the 
President of Malta to bring together women’s organisation with the ultimate 
objective to encourage and empower more women to enter political life. 

The roundtable discussion brought together a significant number of 
organisations. During the discussion there was agreement that a women’s 
organisations platform could strengthen the work of the individual 
organisations and also facilitate cooperation with each other. It was also 
noted that the platform could provide an opportunity whereby women’s 
organisation could work together as one. 
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Since this roundtable discussion a platform for women’s organisations 
(emPOWer) was founded. The platform continued to meet on a regular basis 
and was used to discuss a number of initiatives and topics related to women’s 
rights including female representation in politics, gender pay gap and other 
matters related to women’s rights.

7.30 The 2nd National Conference On Wellbeing – 5 April 2017

The second National Conference on Wellbeing organised by the President’s 
Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society was entitled ‘Environmental Health 
and Wellbeing’ and was held at the Verdala Palace in Rabat. 

The opening speech, delivered by Her Excellency the President of Malta, was 
followed by a panel discussion with the participation of a number of experts. 
These panel experts were Prof Victor Axiak, a scholar and Environmental and 
Resources Authority chairman; Prof Alfred Vella, University of Malta rector and 
a chemistry scholar in the field; Dr Natasha Azzopardi Muscat, an academic 
and medical doctor who has worked extensively in the environmental 
health policy fields; Dr Censu Caruana, lecturer at University’s Centre for 
Environmental Education and Research; and Ms Esther Sant, from the Action 
for Breast Cancer Foundation.

The panel discussion touched on a number of areas related to environmental 
health and wellbeing. The experts were invited to share their views on 
questions like “What aspects of the environment have changed in Malta in 
recent years? What further changes can we expect? What are the implications 
of this on the mental and physical health and wellbeing of people in Malta? 
Who is particularly vulnerable? And what considerations need particular and 
urgent attention?” Dr Marie Briguglio, co chairperson of the Forum for Active 
Community Engagement within the President’s Foundation, moderated the 
panel discussion.

The panel discussion was followed by a keynote address by Professor Hilary 
Bambrick, Chair of Population Health at the School of Medicine, Western 
Sydney University. An environmental epidemiologist and bioanthropologist, 
her research focuses on the health impacts of climate variability and change, 
especially on more vulnerable populations, and climate adaptation to improve 
health. Professor Bambrick has over 60 research publications and consults on 
climate change impacts and adaptation and has led several health impacts 
assessment in response to climate change. 

The keynote address was followed by a second panel discussion with the 
participation of Professor Hilary Bambrick and the experts that participated 
in the panel discussion held at the beginning of the conference. A discussion 
with the participation of floor concluded the event.
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7.31 The 50th Anniversary for the Right of Individual Petition – 3 May 
2017

On the 3 May 2017 the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society in 
association with the Faculty of Laws at the University of Malta, the Chamber 
of Advocates and the Junior Chamber of Advocates commemorated 50 
years from the grant of the right of individual petition to the European Court 
of Human Rights.

During the event, the University of Malta law clinic was officially launched. The 
law clinic will offer law students the opportunity to experience legal practise 
by offering pro bono legal assistance to clients who are unable to afford a 
lawyer. The clinic is run by a board jointly set up between the Faculty of Laws 
at the University of Malta and the Chamber of Advocates. The law clinic will 
be hosted by the University.

The event, held at San Anton Palace, started with a welcome note by Dr Ruth 
Farrugia, Director General of the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing 
of Society. This was followed by an opening speech by Her Excellency the 
President of Malta. The event also included a video message from Prof M. 
Pistone, Director of CARES Law Clinic, University of Villanova Law School 
(US); Dr Josann Cutajar, Director of University’s Cottonera Resource Centre; 
Dr David E. Zammit and Dr Kurt Xerri (who gave an overview of the law clinic). 

The event ended with closing remarks from Ms Charlene Gauci, President of 
the Junior Chamber of Advocates; Prof Simone Borg, Vice Dean of the Faculty 
of Laws and Dr George Hyzler, President of the Chamber of Advocates.

7.32 Public lecture on Protests - 10 May 2017

On the 10 May 2017 the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society 
organised a public lecture entitled ‘No Justice, No Peace: Can Protest Save 
Us In These Times?’. The lecture was delivered by Prof Susan Hirsch and was 
held at San Anton Palace.

During her lecture Prof Hirsch expressed her concern about the shrinking 
space for civic engagement worldwide and defended protest as a key form 
of democratic expression. During her talk she included examples drawn from 
research and experience on protest over migration, environment, and rights 
in the United States, Malta, and elsewhere, and demonstrated that protest is 
a creative enactment of rights that we need now more than ever.

The event stared with an opening speech by Her Excellency the President of 
Malta. This was followed by the lecture and a question and answer session 
with the participation of attendees.  The event ended with closing remarks by 
Dr Ruth Farrugia, Director General of the President’s Foundation.
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Prof Hirsch ended her lecture by noting that “In the meantime, as we work 
toward change using a variety of strategies, protests will be with us and are 
likely to increase in number and size. My argument tonight is that this should 
not trouble us. Non-violent protest has many contributions to make to civil 
society. Protests get grievances out into the open, stimulate thinking, and 
spur civic engagement and other actions. Can protest save us in these times? 
On its own? Probably not. Can it help us take steps toward needed change? 
Definitely.”

Prof Susan F. Hirsch is a professor at the School for Conflict Analysis and 
Resolution at George Mason University in the United States. Her area of 
speciality is legal anthropology. Her publications focus on law and other 
responses to conflicts ranging from social issues to mass atrocity to 
interpersonal relationships. Hirsch’s latest research examines family law, 
religious diversity, and rule of law in Malta and several other nations. Since 
2011, she has taught annually in the dual degree program in conflict resolution 
on the Valletta campus of the University of Malta. She was a Fulbright Lecturer 
in the Law Faculty of the University of Malta in 2015-16.

Public Lecture 'No Justice, No Peace: Can Protest 
Save Us In These Times?' By Prof Susan Hirsch
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7.33 Conference on Coeliac disease - 13 May 2017

A conference on coeliac disease and quality of life was organised by the 
President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society in collaboration with 
Narrative Structures on the 13 May 2017 at the Grandmaster’s Palace, Valletta. 
The main keynote speaker for this event was Prof Carolina Ciacci. Prof Ciacci 
is a professor of gastroenterology at the University of Salerno and is the 
chairperson of the Federation of Italian Scientific Societies for Gastrointestinal 
Diseases. 

The focus of the conference was the links between coeliac disease and a 
person’s quality of life including the psychological dimension of living with 
coeliac disease, and the way it can affect an individual’s mental, emotional, 
and relational wellbeing.

During an interview Prof Ciacci noted that coeliac disease is a chronic 
condition which impacts on several aspects of the person’s quality of life. She 
added that factors causing psychological morbidities such as depression, 
anxiety, sleep disorders, eating disorders and fatigue are directly connected 
to coeliac disease. Prof Ciacci explained that this is “due to malabsorption, 
autoimmunity and physical well-being and/or related to the social restriction 
secondary to the gluten-free diet.”

The conference was opened with an address by Her Excellency the President 
of Malta. Local Gastroenterologist Dr Pierre Ellul gave an introductory note 
and then Prof Ciacci delivered her keynote speech. A question and answer 
session with the participation of attendees followed. The event was closed 
with closing remarks by Dr Ruth Farrugia, Director General of the President’s 
Foundation and Mr Piers Allen on behalf of Narrative Structures.

7.34 Launch of the book Stejjer mid-Djar Tagħna - 15 May 2017

To mark the International Day of Families the President’s Foundation for 
the Wellbeing of Society launched a book entitled ‘Stejjer mid-Djar Tagħna’ 
(Stories from our Family Home). This initiative, spearheaded by the National 
Family Research Centre within the President’s Foundation, is a collection of 
ten short stories narrating family memories of carefree days, resilience and 
courage. 

The stories were prepared following interviews with parents, grandparents 
and children. These were then transformed into stories that in essence capture 
those memories that to this day still revive a sense of wellbeing for those 
interviewed. The idea of publishing this book sprung from an International Day 
of Families event that was held two years before. On that occasion families 
were invited to Verdala Palace to recount a memory from their childhood or 
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a family experience that remained important to them. 

Prof Angela Abela, chairperson of the National Family Research Centre, said 
the stories were so moving that it was decided to compile them in a book. Glen 
Calleja was chosen to interview the families while Matthew Attard handled 
the illustrations to go with each short story.

The book was launched during an event held at San Anton Palace in Attard. 
Following an opening speech by Her Excellency the President of Malta a 
number of stories from the book were read. These were followed by remarks 
from the author Glen Calleja and questions and discussion with the participants 
that attended the said event.

Proceeds from the book will go towards the Malta Community Chest Fund 
Foundation.

7.35 Public lecture on Resolving Structural Conflicts – 1 June 2017

A public lecture entitled ‘Resolving structural conflicts: How violent systems 
can be transformed’ was organised by the President’s Foundation on the 1 
June 2017. The public lecture, held at San Anton Palace in Attard was delivered 
by Prof Richard E. Rubenstein. 

During his lecture Prof Rubenstein noted that not all serious conflicts are 
caused by prejudice, ignorance or communications failures. He described 
a wide range of violent struggles that certain social and political systems 
generate as a normal feature of their operations. 

He explained that failure to recognize the existence of such systems and to 
develop viable methods of transforming them has led many nations, including 
the United States, to embrace a volatile and dangerous “politics of personality” 
and suggested how we can move towards more creative and constructive 
modes of political discourse and practice.

The event started with an opening speech by Her Excellency the President 
of Malta, followed by the lecture delivered by Prof Rubenstein. A discussion 
ensued with the participation of attendees and concluding remarks by Dr 
Ruth Farrugia, Director General of the Foundation concluded the event.

Prof Richard E. Rubenstein is a University Professor of Conflict Resolution and 
Public Affairs at George Mason University. He is a faculty member and former 
director of George Mason’s School of Conflict Analysis and Resolution. Prof 
Rubenstein helped to create the dual degree Master’s program in Conflict 
Resolution and Mediterranean Security administered by George Mason and 
the University of Malta. He is the author of nine books, the most recent of which 
is Resolving Structural Conflict: How Violent Systems can be Transformed 
(Routledge, 2017). 
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7.36 Conference on Ending Modern Day Slavery – 13 and 14 June 2017

The Amersi Foundation in collaboration with the President’s Foundation for 
the Wellbeing of Society organised a two day conference on ending modern 
day slavery. The conference welcomed a number of international speakers 
and focused on modern day slavery in terms of human trafficking, forced 
labour, prostitution and organ trafficking. The conference ended with a final 
statement identifying the tasks that need to be addressed in future so that 
the human rights and dignity of all are upheld.

The conference started with an opening speech by Her Excellency the President 
of Malta following which a number of presentations and interventions were 
made. These focused on the importance of an independent anti-slavery 
Commissioner in each county; Criminalising the purchase of sex as a way to 
end trafficking; Joining efforts to end organ trafficking; Rehabilitation models 
for trafficking victims; Ending child slavery and the Visual Effects of Slavery.

The conference was held at San Anton Palace in Attard on the 13 and 14 June 
2017.

7.37  World Refugee Day – 15 June 2017

To celebrate World Refugee Day the President’s Foundation in collaboration 
with the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) organised a dinner at San Anton 
Palace. The invitees included refugees, migrants, representatives from NGOs 
and representatives from government entities. 

The event started with opening speeches by Dr Farrugia, Director General of 
the President’s Foundation and Mr Kahin Ismail, UNHCR Malta Representative. 
These were followed by reading of poems by Mr Glen Calleja. Mr Calleja wrote 
a number of poems on refugees and their stories and read some of them on 
this occasion. The event ended with dinner for all those present. 

World Refugee Day is the day the world commemorates the strength, courage, 
and perseverance of millions of refugees. Held every year, World Refugee Day 
also marks a key moment for the public to show support for families forced 
to flee.

7.38 President’s Foundation’s Third Year Anniversary – 16 June 2017

To mark its third year anniversary the President’s Foundation organised its 
yearly President’s Forum event on the 16 June 2017. The event focused on 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) and was held in collaboration with CORE 
Platform. The Mission of CORE Platform is to promote, raise awareness about 
and to disseminate the concepts of corporate citizenship and corporate social 
responsibility.
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The aims of the event were: 

• To encourage networking between the main stakeholders namely 
NGOs, small and large scale businesses and local councils;

• To increase awareness and inform all stakeholders about the benefits 
and the process required to engage in Corporate Social Responsibility;

• To make businesses more aware of the rewards when investing in 
Corporate Social Responsibility;

• To support, facilitate and encourage networking between all 
stakeholders within their local community and at national level;

• To share good practice of projects where Corporate Social 
Responsibility was adopted.

The event started with welcome notes by Dr Ruth Farrugia, Director General 
of the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society and Ms Helga 
Ellul, President of CORE Malta. These were followed by an opening speech 
by Her Excellency the President of Malta and a keynote address by Ms Celia 
Moore. Ms Moore is the Director, Corporate Citizenship and Corporate Affairs, 
IBM Europe, Middle East, and Africa and is currently Chair of the Board of 
Directors of CSR Europe. 

The keynote address was followed by a panel discussion on sharing good CSR 
practise. The panel discussion, chaired by Dr Marie Briguglio, co-chair of the 
Forum for Active Community Engagement within the President’s Foundation, 
included the participation of Ms Claudia Taylor East (SOS Malta); Ms Helga 
Ellul (CORE Platform); Ms Janette Schembri (President’s Foundation for the 
Wellbeing of Society) and Mr David Dingli (Rotary Club Malta). 

The event included a number of floor discussions where participants engaged 
in discussion with guest speakers and had the chance to make comments 
and ask questions. A short video showcasing the activities of the President’s 
Foundation during its third year concluded the event together with a 
networking reception.
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The Children’s Hub

The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society believes that children and 
young people are the experts on childhood. Children have vibrant and energetic 
attitudes towards life which produce brilliant ideas. Their ideas need to be listened 
to along with those of adults. 

8.1 Background 

The first time we discussed the Children’s Hub we visualised a beautiful safe 
space for children from all around Malta and Gozo. Children full of ideas, 
energy, colours and enthusiasm. Children, who were ready to participate and 
use their voice, share their ideas, discuss and create projects with the support 
of the adults around them. 

Together with the children we created boxes, many boxes, and marked them 
accordingly. Colourful boxes with beautiful titles aimed and designed to offer 
a safe-space for children in Malta and Gozo. 

Her Excellency the President of Malta, with her full support, encouraged us 
to design this safe space and give a tangible meaning to the term ‘Child 
Participation’. A term we are very familiar with. A term that is widely used 
but very few people actually implement this important right, one of the 
fundamental children’s rights. 

Imagine all the colourful boxes such as Fun, Creativity, Education, Relaxation, 
Colours, Sound, Rhythm, Movement, Play, Relationships, Inclusion, 
Opportunities and Knowledge under the umbrella of the Foundation. 

This space is the Children’s Hub. 

In August 2016 the Foundation set up a Children’s Council through an open 
call to promote the participation of children as active contributors to the 
community life of children. 

The first meeting brought together a group of 12 children from all over Malta 
and Gozo. The excitement we all experienced was the start of a beautiful 
journey. We all felt it, embraced it and used this energy as the foundation 
stone that made this space unique. 

In October 2016, the Foundation set up the Young Persons’ Council within 
the Children’s Hub. 
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8.2 The Methodology 

Our methodology is rooted in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, with 
particular focus on the children and their right to give their opinion, and for adults 
to listen and take it seriously. It is also motivated by peace education, maintaining 
a non-coercive orientation towards all interactions and a healthy respect of 
differences, which seek to enhance cooperation and shared experiences.

The Councils aims to promote children’s participation as a 

culture:

• To give the child a voice as guaranteed to children by the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child Article 12;

• Support other children through colourful activities, events 
and projects;

• Create awareness on a local and international level;

• Inspire change.



Annual Report 2016 / 2017 69

The children’s determination to be active citizens helped them embark on 
this journey supported by the adults who listened attentively to the children’s 
views and ideas. Children who participated in the first set of the council 
meetings felt free to express their opinion and thoughts about the journey 
and shared how they felt. 

The children felt empowered knowing that their views were taken into account. 
Participation on this level allowed the children to learn constructive ways of 
sharing their own visions, dreams, concerns and capabilities. These measures 
proved to be a success, so much so that in the year 2016 -2017 the children 
participated in creating their own specialised area of interest and engaged in 
different processes, conferences and other activities locally and abroad. 

Roles and Areas chosen by the members of the Children’s and Young Persons’ 
Council: 

• Children’s Rights and Creative Spaces 

• Children in Gozo 

• Children and Animals

• Out of Home Care including Foster care, Adoptions, Children under a 
Care Order and Unaccompanied Children 

• Children with Special Rights 

• Creative Arts - Drama and Music

• Childhood Obesity 

• Sports and Mental Wellbeing

• LGBTIQ Rights and Culture

• Sports and Learning Difficulties

• Interfaith and Multiculturalism

Both Councils were consulted on various topics including: 

• The Secret Garden 2017 edition 

• Children in Politics

• Migration

• Social exclusion and poverty 

The following is a summary of activities attended or organised by the 
members of the Children’s and Young Persons’ Council: 
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• The children met the National Institute for Childhood (NIC). The 
NIC experts invited the children to give their expertise to create a 
child-friendly version of the publication relating to the first  National 
Conference on Children’s Wellbeing entitled “Bullying: The child’s 
perspective - consultation with children”; 

• Eurochild conference ‘Children’s Rights Matter’ in Brussels, attended 
by Sharon Cilia and Jerome Cilia; 

• UNCRC conference ‘Children’s Rights and the Environment’ in Geneva, 
attended by Matthias Bartolo; 

• Eurochild ‘Symposium on child participation: For children with 
children’ in Brussels, attended by Sharon Cilia;

• After the ‘Symposium on child participation: For children with 
children’ Sharon Cilia met 3 Maltese MEP’s who are part of the Child 
Rights Intergroup of the European Parliament namely Dr Miriam Dalli, 
Dr Roberta Metsola and Dr Therese Commodity Cachia. Ms Cilia 
shared her experience within the PFWS Children’s Council focusing 
on promoting children’s rights;

• Participated in an Intergenerational Discussion on Human Rights with 
Prof Barbara Harrell Bond;

• Participated during a focus group at the 2nd National Conference on 
Children’s Wellbeing : Access to Justice for Vulnerable Children; 

• Discussion with Prof Bambrick regarding the environment; 

• Eurochild General Assembly in Brussels, attended by Sharon Cilia; 

• Maleck Haj Moussa - panellist in the Colloquium ‘Isma Ha Nghidlek: 
Lejn Izjed Gharfien tad-Dritt ghall-Partecipazzjoni tat-Tfal b’Dizabilitaʾ 
’ organised by the PFWS;

• Council children participated in the recording of Radio programme 
for the series ‘Ghall- Gid tas-Socjeta’ (For the Wellbeing of Society) 
regarding their experiences which was aired on Campus FM;

• The Children shared their views during a recorded message and 
participated during a High-level symposium and Launch of FRA 2007-
2017 Report on Fundamental Rights, with a focus on migration and 
poverty. Laura-Marie Mercieca, Sharon Cilia and Maleck Haj Moussa 
also travelled to Brussels to participate in a European Union Agency 
for Fundamental Rights (FRA) symposium; 

• The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society participated 
in the CATS - Children as Actors in Transforming Society conference 
which focused on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s). 
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The Children’s and Young Persons’ Councils focus on giving children rights a 
voice and the respect that they deserve. Every child should grow up safely, 
happily and healthily. Together, the members of the councils and the core 
team members of the PFWS, work to create opportunities for children and 
young people to share ideas on a national as well as international level. The 
aim of the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society is to promote 
the wellbeing of children and young people within their community in Malta 
and abroad. 

8.3 The 3rd edition of the President’s Secret Garden

In August 2016, the President’s Foundation launched the Children’s Council and 
the Young Persons Council. The President’s Secret Garden 2017 was designed by 
the children, members of the Councils. The children discussed, drew their ideas on 
paper, and ran around the garden and the offices until they came up with the final 
programme. This year the actives focused on schoolchildren. Over 2,000 school 
children participated during morning activities. We are very happy that all schools 
including state, church and independent schools participated. 

Activities included: 

• Book Authors who shared the life of a book; from the idea to the 
publishing stage. Authors include  Sandra Hili Vassallo, Charles Casha, 
Doris Schembri and Roberta Bajada. 

• MSPCA – OurPets. The MSPCA is a registered charity and the Islands’ 
official Society for the Protection and Care of Animals. The activity 
focused on a fun activity through which children interacted and learned 
more about the behaviour, the nutrition and the health of animals.

• Science in the Garden - carried out by S-Cubed (The Science Students 
Society. Non-profit making student organisation)

• Throughout the past year S-Cubed have sought to bring science 
closer to students with events such as ‘Eureka at the President’s Secret 
Garden’, Science in the City and Notte Bianca. Science students from 
the University of Malta presented, coordinated and produced very 
easy experiments for children. 

• Let us create - “Let us create” is an activity aimed at giving children 
the space to be spontaneous and create. Children were empowered to 
create a small act or present their activity or share talents or hobbies 
with participating children. Children held art and crafts session using 
recyclable material such as cardboard, fabric and colours. 

• Reading - The Magic of Stories, is a family literacy programme for 
children between the ages of 4 and 6, and their parents or caregivers. 
This bilingual programme is run by the National Literacy Agency of the 
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Ministry for Education and the Centre for Literacy of the University of 
Malta. The primary objective of the programme is to promote a love 
of books among children through the involvement of their parents 
or caregivers. Children are motivated to read books and parents are 
encouraged and shown how to share books with their children in 
an effective manner.The activity involved the reader who presented 
story-telling and reading in a very colourful way for the children.

• Fun Dancing - Carried out by Elaine Schembri from Zumba Elaine - an 
activity with the whole group of children present on the day including 
dancing and simple movements to different sounds and rhythms 
provided by the instructor on the day. 

• Wasteserv – This educational activity had the ultimate aim to encourage 
people to make waste management an integral lifestyle practice, and 
to help get the message across in a strong and defined manner. As part 
of the educational campaigns, aimed towards encouraging children to 
recycle from a young age, Wasterserv organises informal games with 
the sole aim towards achieving this goal. The activities focused on 
recycling; creating toys and games through waste.

• Dar Kenn ghal Sahhtek – has been designed to provide in-patient and 
out- patient treatment according to the therapy required by each 
individual. Moreover, it also serves as a half-way home for residents 
receiving treatment with a view to be re-integrated into society. 
The holistic approach also provides family therapy to the relatives 
and carers of patients. The activity at the President’s Secret Garden 
included informative and physical/ active sessions in the garden using 
different ingredients such as fruits and vegetables. These activities 
aimed at introducing healthy food in a fun and colourful way. 
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President's Secret Garden
June 2017
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8.4 The Little Stars Library

The Little Stars Library is aimed to empower children, instill love for books and 
reading in children. Children can enjoy reading books in the beautiful private 
garden of San Anton Palace. All books in the library were donated by the general 
public and by various book distributors. Children who visit the library can choose to 
return a different book or even keep it without returning any other book. 

It helps children develop their creative and communicative side as words are 
one of the building blocks of life. Reading in an informal, learning environment 
such as the President’s Secret Garden gives children a direct experience with 
nature.

The Little Stars Library was open during the Secret Garden Sessions for the 
children to enjoy. It was also open to the public from June to October. During 
these 5 months we organized Reading Sessions for children, in collaboration 
with the National Literacy Agency, through their Read with Me Sessions aimed 
at children aged between 0 and 3 years, and their Magic of Stories Sessions 
aimed at children aged 4 to 7 years. Children also had the opportunity to 
meet with various children’s book authors.

More than 500 students visited our library during an activity organized by 
the Office of the President to commemorate World Book Day.

8.5 Final Observations

In 2014, when Her Excellency, the President of Malta took office, she shared a 
dream, her vision to create a safe space for children. A safe space that gives children 
a voice, that nurtures empowerment, fun, relaxation, and informal education and 
which enables them to be effective and active citizens in today’s world for a better 
tomorrow. 

The children, who participated during these years of the Children’s Hub, have 
accepted our invitation. They participated. They felt empowered. They felt 
they had a voice and used it both nationally and on a global level. 

They only lack the space; safe spaces, to amplify their voice, to express their 
ideas, and to share their opinions and dreams. But they know that there is one 
place that can give them the space they so deserve and that is the President’s 
Secret Garden. 

Our dream and vision is that the methodology used at the Children’s Hub 
shall be extended and become part of all our communities, throughout our 
cities and villages in Malta, in Gozo, across the European Union, and beyond. 
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Platforms 

Through its outreach with society the President’s Foundation oftentimes identifies 
opportunities where organisations working on the same thematic subject could 
come together and collaborate so to strengthen their efforts in a collective manner.  
In such instances the President’s Foundation facilitates this process by providing 
guidance and facilities so that a platform can be formed. Once launched the 
President’s Foundation continues to facilitate the operation of these platforms, 
maintains a close working relationship with them and collaborates on initiatives 
of mutual interest.

9.1 emPOWer - Women’s Organisations Platform 

On the 4 April 2017 the President’s Foundation facilitated a roundtable 
discussion organised for women’s organisations based in Malta and Gozo. 
The roundtable discussion stemmed from an earlier initiative spearheaded by 
Her Excellency the President of Malta to bring together women’s organisation 
with the ultimate objective of encouraging and empowering more female 
participation in leadership positions and politics.

The roundtable discussion brought together a significant number of 
organisations. During the discussion there was agreement that a women’s 
organisations platform could strengthen the work of the individual 
organisations and also facilitate cooperation with each other. It was also 
noted that the platform could provide an opportunity whereby women’s 
organisation could work together as one on common issues. 

Since this roundtable discussion, participating stakeholders continued to 
meet on a regular basis, and discussed a number of initiatives and topics 
related to women’s rights including female representation in politics, the 
gender pay gap and other matters related to women’s rights.

The emPOWer Platform of organisations for women will be launched on the 
11 October 2017, on the occasion of the International Day of the Girl Child. The 
platform is currently supported and facilitated by The President’s Foundation 
for the Wellbeing of Society. 

The platform aims to:

• Support women in all their diversity and women’s organisations in 
Malta in all aspects of society; 

• Organise women’s organisations to use their combined abilities and 
strengths for the attainment of objectives in line with gender sensitive 
perspectives and human rights in accordance with international 
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standards; 

• Collaborate on issues where there is consensus between the partner 
organisations; 

• Promote positive change in Maltese society regarding the role of 
women;

• Raise awareness on the importance of women’s role in society and 
give a voice to vulnerable women through advocacy; 

• Advocate for change, where this is necessary, to eliminate any barriers 
which women face to achieve full gender equality; 

• Empower girls and women to participate in education, occupational 
training and advancements in their personal and professional 
development;

Work towards:

• Equal opportunities and the equal status of women in economic, civil, 
political, social and cultural life; 

• The elimination of all forms of gender discrimination;

• Give a voice to all women’s organisations to discuss the above in a 
safe space with the support of Her Excellency the President of Malta.

The organisations currently forming part of the emPOWer platform are: 
100 Women in Finance, Business and Professional Women Valletta Malta, 
Foundation for Women Entrepreneurs, Malta Association of Women 
in Business, Malta Confederation of Women’s Organisations, Malta Girl 
Guides, Migrant Women Association Malta, MissInTech, Moviment Nisa 
Partit Nazzjonalista, National Council of Women, Network of Young Women 
Leaders, Nisa Laburisti, Soroptimist International Malta, Women Directors 
in Malta, Women Web-Entrepreneurs Hubs WeHubs Malta, Women’s Rights 
Foundation and Young Women’s Christian Association (Malta).

9.2 Mental Health Platform

Since its inception the President’s Foundation has put mental health as a 
priority on its agenda. In 2015 it brought together NGOs in this field to form 
a Mental Health Platform. The NGOs that joined the Platform were St. Jeanne 
Antide, Hearing Voices, Mental Health Association, Richmond Foundation, 
and Friends of Attard. The platform has since put forward a number of 
recommendations that could improve mental health advocacy in Malta. They 
have also been involved in a series of consultations.

The hereunder are some of the initiatives the Mental Health Platform and the 
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President’s Foundation were involved in:

Hearing Voices Workshop – 17 and 18 May 2016

The President’s Foundation facilitated a workshop organised by Hearing 
Voices. The workshop was entitled Working with Voices: Exploring Voices 
and Voice Dialogue. The workshop was led by Trevor Eyles, a voice-hearing 
consultant who also works internationally training professionals and voice-
hearers. 

World Mental Health Day 2016

In 2016, in collaboration with the Office of the Mental Health Commissioner, 
the President’s Foundation has held a number of consultative meetings 
bringing together NGOs, professionals, stakeholders and service-users. The 
findings from the consultative meetings led to a report focusing on policy 
recommendations. On World Mental Health Day 2016, Her Excellency issued 
a press release with the salient points that emerged from these meetings.

Building Bridges

The President’s Foundation has supported student organisations promoting 
mental health awareness in schools and university. We have had several 
meetings with Betapsi, MHSA MMSA, and The Organisation of Psychology 
Students (OOPS) to actively support Mental Health activities at the University 
Campus and Giovanni Curmi Higher Secondary. The President’s Foundation 
has also brought organisations together and facilitated meetings with the 
Office of the Mental Health Commissioner to work on mental health related 
projects.  

Mr Leonard Portelli’s Art Exhibition 2017

To empower service-users, the President’s Foundation organised an art 
exhibition with Leonard Portelli, who is an artist and a service-user. Mr Portelli 
is a self-taught artist who in the eighties and nineties exhibited in a number 
of individual and collective art exhibitions at various locations in Australia 
including the National Art Gallery in Melbourne and Footscray Art Centre, 
amongst others. Painting provided an escape for Mr. Portelli, he was able to 
channel his difficulties and to transform them into something expressive and 
creative.  

World Mental Health Day 2017

Following a number of consultative meetings (with the Mental Health Platform, 
Migrant-led NGO Platform, professionals’ NGOs and service users)  organised 
by the President’s Foundation and the Office of the Commissioner for Mental 
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Health,  a report was commissioned entitled “Mental Health in Malta: Wellbeing 
Through a Shared Strategy”. The report was officially launched on 10 October 
2017 for World Mental Health Day. The primary aim of the report was to 
highlight the need for a mental health reform locally, and to propose ways 
whereby service-users and professionals alike are better assisted. The activity 
was also a platform to collaborate with Mental Health Malta, who launched 
their own campaign video “Il-Kundizzjoni ma tiddefinixxix il-persuna”. 

9.3 Migrant-led NGO Platform

The area of migration is a priority for the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing 
of Society. We have continuously supported initiatives that empowered migrants. 
To this end, the President’s Foundation set up the Migrant-led NGO Platform to 
offer a unique space whereby migrant-led NGOs could come together and have 
their voices heard. 

Since its inception the Platform has taken part in numerous initiatives and 

events and has now 10 active members, namely: 

• the Oromo Community; 

• Malta Migrant Women Association; 

• Moroccan Community; 

• Migrant Network for Equality; 

• Malta Migrants; 

• Spark15; 

• Sudanese Community; 

• African Media Association; 

• the Somali Community; 

• the Eritrean Community.

The Foundation has also been active in this area by participating in and 
spearheading initiatives. The hereunder are initiatives that happened during the 
period covered by this annual report:

Refugees and beneficiaries of international protection’s wellbeing in Gozo 
– October 2016 

In collaboration with UNHCR, the President’s Foundation embarked on a 
project which seeks to safeguard the wellbeing of migrants in Gozo. The 
main objective of this long term project is to provide a collaborative support 
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system for refugees and beneficiaries of international protection in Gozo, with 
the involvement of relevant stakeholders, Government departments, NGOs, 
and refugee focal points.

Migrants’ Skills Registry Project – January 2017

The President’s Foundation facilitated a number of consultative meetings 
with stakeholders and NGOs, including the CORE platform to support and 
push forward a project led by African Media Association which proposed 
a migrant skills registry whereby migrants can list their expertise and job 
experiences making it easier for migrants to find jobs on the basis of their 
strengths.   

Launch of Spark15 – 17 March 2017 

The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society in collaboration with 
UNHCR facilitated the launch of the NGO Spark15. Spark15 is an NGO created 
by young migrants, which aim to help refugees and migrant youth to attain 
full integration within the Maltese communities, by helping them to be active 
participants, encouraging diversity, and promoting a more inclusive society.

Study Visit on Integration in Rome – March 2017  

The President’s Foundation was invited to participate in the Integra-train 
project - an EU funded project looking into the linguistic and cultural training 
available for women beneficiaries of international protection in Europe. The 
project organised a study visit to Rome, Italy. The aim of the visit was to 
raise awareness of existing practices, as well as allowing discussion amongst 
participants of the challenges faced and how to address them. 

Information visit to Brussels – 14 to the 16 March 2017

The European Commission Representation in Malta in collaboration with 
the Visitors Centre of the European Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Communication organised a two-day information visit to Brussels for NGOs 
involved in migration. The visit consisted of a series of talks by various high-
profile speakers who addressed the participants on the functioning of the EU 
institutions and various EU policies in general.

Football Tournament organised by Spark15 – 28 April 2017

Her Excellency the President of Malta opened a football tournament organised 
by Spark15 at MCAST. The participants came from different schools and 
backgrounds so as to encourage more diversity and dialogue between young 
people. The tournament was part of a series of initiatives led by Spark15 on 
sports diplomacy.
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RefAid – June 2017

The President’s Foundation facilitated a number of meetings in relation to 
RefAid App - a mobile application which shows migrants, refugees and aid 
workers various services that are located close to them (on a map). The 
Foundation brought together stakeholders interested to implement the app 
at a local level. 

World Refugee Day – June 2017

To celebrate World Refugee Day the President’s Foundation in collaboration 
with the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) organised a dinner at San Anton 
Palace. The invitees included refugees, migrants, representatives from NGOs 
and representatives from government entities. 

The event started with opening speeches by Dr Farrugia, Director General of 
the President’s Foundation and Mr Kahin Ismail, UNHCR Malta Representative. 
These were followed by reading of poems by Mr Glen Calleja. Mr Calleja wrote 
a number of poems on refugees and their stories and read some of them on 
this occasion. The event ended with dinner for all those present. 

World Refugee Day is the day the world commemorates the strength, courage, 
and perseverance of millions of refugees. Held every year, World Refugee Day 
also marks a key moment for the public to show support for families forced 
to flee.

World Refugee Day Event 
2017 
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In the Press

The President’s Foundation in the press and on other online portals

JUNE 2016

The President’s Secret Garden in Gozo at Villa Rundle Gardens
http://gozonews.com/62594/the-presidents-secret-garden-in-gozo-at-villa-rundle-gardens/

AUGUST 2016

San Andrea students can be role models at school, at home, in the 
communities – President

http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2016-08-02/local-news/San-Andrea-students-can-be-role-

models-at-school-at-home-in-the-communities-President-6736161883

SEPTEMBER 2016

Project seeks to see how San Anton Palace can be made
more energy efficient

http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2016-09-19/local-news/Project-at-San-Anton-Palace-seeks-

to-make-it-more-energy-efficient-6736163959

OCTOBER 2016

No justice without access | Ruth Farrugia
http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/interview/70340/no_justice_without_access__ruth_farrugia#.

WigRF7T82T8

Water scarcity and decline of farming among Malta’s challenges
www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/national/70677/water_scarcity_and_decline_of_farming_among_maltas_

challenges#.WigRdlWnHIU

2nd National Child Wellbeing Conference, Malta
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/-/2nd-national-child-wellbeing-conference-malta?desktop=true
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NOVEMBER 2016

Maltese girl chosen among 11 children across Europe to lobby MEPs to 
move from ideas to action

http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2016-11-14/local-news/Maltese-girl-chosen-among-11-

children-across-Europe-to-lobby-MEPs-to-move-from-ideas-to-action-6736166558

‘I want to be the voice of children like me’
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20161114/local/i-want-to-be-the-voice-of-children-like-

me.630801

A little exercise can reduce type 2 diabetes risk by 30 per cent
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20161119/health-fitness/a-little-exercise-can-reduce-type-

2-diabetes-risk-by-30-per-cent.631460

DECEMBER 2016

Diabetes conference
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20161204/social/Diabetes-conference.632828

JANUARY 2017

If children are vulnerable, they deserve protection – President’s Foundation
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170123/local/if-children-are-vulnerable-they-deserve-

protection-presidents.637351

Insite’s coverage of a 2-day conference, organised by Missing Children 
Europe together with the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of 

Society.
http://theinsiter.org/news/70353/lost-in-migration-conference-live-feed/

Extremism and the media
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170130/social/Extremism-and-the-media.638034

FEBRUARY 2017

Collaboration with The President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society
http://www.movemalta.org/collaboration-with-the-presidents-foundation-for-the-wellbeing-of-

society/
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MARCH 2017

Female Presidents
http://www.womensdaycelebration.com/women-in-leadership/female-presidents.html

The President’s Secret Garden 2017 - by the children, for the children
http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2017-03-21/local-news/The-President-s-Secret-Garden-2017-

by-the-children-for-the-children-6736171857

Drug-driving laws remain woefully inadequate, expert warns 
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170322/local/drug-driving-laws-remain-woefully-

inadequate-expert-warns.643118

Malta Society of Arts - Figuring Youth Exhibition
http://artsmalta.org/events/figuring-youth-exhibition

APRIL 2017

Environment quality ‘key determiner’ of people’s wellbeing – President. 
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170405/local/environment-quality-key-determiner-of-

peoples-wellbeing-president.644489

A glaring gap to rectify
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170405/editorial/A-glaring-gap-to-rectify.644441

President’s Secret Garden
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170407/social/President-s-Secret-Garden.644601

JUNE 2017

President urges private sector to ‘do its part’ 
in fight against modern slavery

http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2017-06-14/local-news/President-urges-private-sector-to-do-

its-part-in-fight-against-modern-slavery-6736175424

‘Legalising prostitution would legalise violence and abuse’. 
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170615/local/legalising-prostitution-would-legalise-

violence-and-abuse.650768

Former slave girl recounts her plight, highlights child trafficking
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170615/local/watch-former-slave-girl-recounts-her-

plight-highlights-child.650794
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‘There can be no peace without well-being’. 
NGOs meet businesses on Foundation’s third anniversary

https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170616/local/there-can-be-no-peace-without-well-

being.650858

CSR Day
http://www.core.org.mt/en/event-csr-day

Exploitation is the real issue
http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/comment/editorial/78181/exploitation_is_the_real_issue

President’s Secret Garden project attracts 2,000 children. 
The President’s Secret Garden is a project aimed at building 

and restoring a spirit of community
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170622/local/presidents-secret-garden-project-attracts-

2000-children.651364

Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca: 
Interview with the President of the Republic of Malta

http://diplomatic-world.com/?p=950

3rd Year Anniversary Event Focusing on CSR
June 2017
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Publications

Publications by the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society

Published between June 2016 to June 2017

• The Global Goals for Sustainable Development: Snapshots from Malta 

• Sharing Seeds, Sharing Life: A Participatory Action Research Project 
on Safeguarding Local Heirloom and Landrace Seeds 

• Women’s Day Celebration 2016

• The Determinants of Wellbeing: Insight from Research and Implications 
for Malta 

• Roundtable discussion on Responding to Domestic Violence – Follow 
up report

• 2nd National Conference on Child Wellbeing - Access to Justice 
for Vulnerable Children - 21st - 22nd October 2016 – Conference 
Proceedings

• Exploring Drug Driving Legislation in Malta in the context of the 
European Landscape

Seeds shared during Sharing Seeds, 
Sharing Life Action Research Project
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Continuing Professional Development

12.1 Courses and Training

• Training on Industrial Relations / October 2016

• Vicarious Trauma / November 2016

• Auditing Procedures, Financial Regulations and Procurement Training 
/ February 2017

• Public Speaking and Presentation Skills Training / May 2017

12.2 Staff Development and Training

A number of seminars focusing on different areas were organised throughout 
the year. The themes of these seminars were often chosen collectively and 
touched on a number of areas that improved group dynamics and focused 
the team’s efforts to be more efficient and effective.

These seminars also complemented team building session organised with the 
objective to strengthen the capacity of the team and improve communication 
channels. Furthermore team building sessions focused on professional and 
personal development; strategic planning and other thematic areas that 
contributed positively to staff development.
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Participation in conferences, 
meetings and events

JUNE 2016

• Kopin and SKOP Summer Workshops / June 2016 / Malta

• Migration, children and fundamental rights event held at the Parliament of 
Malta / June 2016 

• Various stakeholder meetings with UNHCR and other organisations on 
initiatives relating to refugees in Gozo / June 2016 / Malta

JULY 2016

• Migrant Women Association Malta and FOPSIM joint event as a part of the 
Working Roma project and the Stepping Up project / July 2016 / Malta

• The Commonwealth Women Leaders’ Summit / July 2016 / UK

• Children as Actors for Transforming Society (CATS) Conference 2016 / July 
2016 / Switzerland

SEPTEMBER 2016

• International Foster Care Organisation (IFCO) 2016 European Conference/ 
September 2016 / UK

• European Pillar of Social Rights consultation event organised by the 
European Commission Representation in Malta / September 2016 / Malta 

• Implementation of the Istanbul Convention - Launch of Public Consultation   
/ September 2016 / Malta

• Day of General Discussion: “Children’s Rights and the Environment” 
organised by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child / September 
2016 / Switzerland
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OCTOBER 2016

• Meetings in the context of the 2016/2017 European Semester organised by 
the European Commission Representation in Malta / October 2016 / Malta

• Closing conference of the EEA and Norway Grants Malta NGO Programme 
(2013-2016) organised by SOS Malta / October 2016 / Malta

NOVEMBER 2016

• The Mediterranean in the EU Global Strategy – Lecture by High 
Representative Federica Mogherini / November 2016 / Malta

• European Migration Network Annual Conference / November 2016 / Malta

• Roundtable Discussion on the Digitalisation of Support Services / November 
2016 / Malta

JANUARY 2017

• Pre-Briefing session for the EU Justice and Home Affairs Council / January 
2017 / Malta

• Opening Conference of E4C – Educating for change: Capitalising on the 
EU Presidency in Malta to raise awareness on Agenda 2030 organised by 
SKOP / PFWS Director General Dr Ruth Farrugia participated in this event 
as a guest panel speaker / January 2017 / Malta 

• JRS Malta and Aditus Foundation launch of the research report ‘Struggling 
to Survive: An investigation into the risk of poverty among asylum seekers 
in Malta’ / January 2017 / Malta

FEBRUARY 2017

• Meeting with Holocaust survivor Mr Sami Modiano on the occasion of 
the Holocaust Memorial Day / Event hosted by Ambassador of Italy H.E. 
Giovanni Umberto De Vito and Mrs Hadar De Vito / February 2017 / Malta
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• Fifth Meeting of the European Council for Juvenile Justice / February 2017 
/ Spain 

MARCH 2017

• International Women’s Day march / March 2017 / Malta

• Public dialogue on the future of Europe / March 2017 / Malta

• Business and Professional Women (BPW) Careers Day 2017 / March 2017 
/ Malta

• International Thematic Working Groups entitled ‘Becoming a part of 
Europe - How youth work can support young migrants, refugees and 
asylum seekers’ organised by the European Union Programmes Agency / 
March 2017 / Malta

• Meeting with European Commission delegation to Malta as part of a 
European Semester Mission / March 2017 / Malta

• Roundtable discussion on the role of women in today’s society organized 
by the National Council of Women of Malta / March 2017 / Malta

• Information visit to Brussels for NGOs involved in migration organized by 
the European Commission Representation in Malta / March 2017 / Belgium

• ‘Nesploraw il-qaghda tat-tfal tal-prigunieri’ seminar organized by 
Fondazzjoni mid-Dlam ghad-Dawl / March 2017 / Malta

APRIL 2017

• High-level stakeholder meeting on ‘Improving child participation in justice 
and beyond’ organised by the European Union Agency for Fundamental 
Rights / April 2017 / Austria

• Ekoskola 7th Young Peoples’ Summit / April 2017 / Malta

• European Defence Roundtable organised by Women Political Leaders 
Global Forum and the Munich Security Conference in collaboration with 
the Office of the President / April 2017 / Malta 
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• Webinar on accessing Norway Grants / April 2017

• Eurochild General Assembly and Members Day / April 2017 / Belgium 

May 2017

• The National Commission for the Promotion of Equality (NCPE) 13th Annual 
Conference / May 2017 / Malta

• Conference on the integration of migrant women in Malta organized by the 
Migrant Women Association Malta in conjunction with the Foundation for 
the Promotion of Social Inclusion Malta (FOPSIM) / May 2017 / Malta

• Fourteenth meeting of the European Commission informal expert group 
on the rights of the child / May 2017 / Belgium

• Malta’s European Migration Network Presidency Conference / May 2017 / 
Malta

• Launching of the ‘Crossing the Mediterranean Sea by Boat’ project final 
report conference / PFWS Director General Dr Ruth Farrugia participated 
in this event as a guest panel speaker / May 2017 / Malta 

JUNE 2017

• GET UP - Gender Equality Training to overcome Unfair discrimination 
Practices in education and labour market / June 2017 / Bulgaria

• Public lecture on Epilepsy and Genetics / June 2017 / Malta 

• The European Social Services Conference organised by the European 
Social Network (ESN) / June 2017 / Malta

• High-level symposium ‘Is Europe doing enough to protect fundamental 
rights?’ organised by the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 
/ June 2017 / Belgium

• Members from the President’s Foundation Children’s and Young Persons’ 
Councils also attended a parallel conference session entitled ‘2007-2017: 
Is Europe doing enough to protect Fundamental Rights? The perspective 
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of children’ organised by the European Union Agency for Fundamental 
Rights and Eurochild / June 2017 / Belgium

• Final Conference of the project “E4C – Educating for change: Capitalising on 
the EU Presidency in Malta to raise awareness on Agenda 2030” organised 
by SKOP / June 2017 / Malta

• The ENI CBC Med Programme information session on project proposals / 
June 2017 / Malta

Her Excellency, Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, President of Malta;
Wedeb Desira and Maud de Boer-Buquicchio UN Special Rapporteur 
on the Sale and Sexual Exploitation of Children. 
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Meetings with Partners, Stakeholders 
and Third Parties

JUNE 2016

• Meeting with the Program Teaching Coordinator of the Dual Masters in 
Conflict Resolution and Mediterranean Security offered by the George 
Mason University and the University of Malta 

• Meeting with the Jesuit Refugee Service

• Meeting with HE the Ambassador of the French Republic

• Meeting with HE the Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

• Meeting with the Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology MCAST

• Meeting with Flimkien Ghal Ambjent Ahjar

• Meeting with Eurochild

• Meeting with International Centre for Migration Policy Development

JULY 2016

• Meeting with the Malta Tourism Authority

• Meeting with EkoSkola

• Video conference call with the University of Warwick

• Meeting with the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights

• Meeting with representatives from the Figuring Youth arts project



Annual Report 2016 / 2017 93

AUGUST 2016

• Meeting with Prof Alfred J Vella, Rector, University of Malta

• Meeting with a representative from the International Foster Care 

Organisation (IFCO) Board 

• Meeting with Dr John Cachia, Commissioner for Mental Health

• Meeting with HE the High Commissioner of Australia 

• Meeting with Mount Carmel Hospital representatives

• Meeting with the Psychological Support Services at Sir Anthony Mamo 
Oncology Centre

SEPTEMBER 2016

• Meeting with the Ministry for Education and Employment

• Meeting with Transport Malta

• Meeting with Prof Michael Buchanan from the Australian Catholic University

OCTOBER 2016

• Meeting with the Vodafone Malta Foundation

• Meeting with Prof Alfred J Vella, Rector, University of Malta

• Meeting with the QSI International School of Malta

• Video conference call with Tako Rietveld from kindercorrespondent.nl

• Meeting with the Student Wellbeing and Prevention of Violence Centre, 

Flinders University

• Meeting with Fondazzjoni Kreattività 
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• Meeting with the Gzira Local Council

• Meeting with Dr Andrew Galea Debono

• Meeting with the Hon Minister Carmelo Abela

• Meeting with NGO Braxia and Addolorata army (BADa)

• Meeting with the Ministry for Education and Employment

• Meeting with the CORE Platform

• Meeting with the UN Refugee Agency

• Meeting with the Swieqi Local Council

• Meeting with representatives from the DegreePlus 

• Meeting with Mount Carmel Hospital representatives

NOVEMBER 2016

• Meeting with a representative from the International Foster Care 

Organisation (IFCO) Board

• Video conference call with Prof Yasmine Ergas from Columbia University

• Meeting with Betapsi Psychology Students’ Association; Malta Medical 

Students’ Association (MMSA); Malta Health Students’ Association (MHSA) 

and Clara Chetcuti, President of the European Federation of Psychology 

Students’ Associations (EFPSA) 

• Meeting with Dr Kyle Farmbry from Rutgers University

• Meeting with Insite Malta

• Meeting with Din l-Art Helwa
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DECEMBER 2016

• Meeting with Missing Children Europe

• Meeting with Dar Kenn Ghal Sahhtek 

• Meeting with experts on Villa Frère

JANUARY 2017

• Meeting with the Ministry for Education and Employment

• Meeting with the International Foster Care Organisation (IFCO)

• Video conference call with Missing Children Europe

• Meeting with Heads of Schools

• Video conference call with Eurochild

• Meeting with the Corinthia Palace Hotel

• Meeting with Laura Pappalardo

• Meeting with Insite Malta

• Meeting with the Agency for the Welfare of Asylum Seekers (AWAS)

• Meeting with MEP Dr Therese Comodini Cachia

• Meeting with the CORE Platform

• Video conference call with International Commission on Couple and Family 

Relations (ICCFR)

• Meeting with Wasteserv

• Video conference call with Prof Yasmine Ergas from Columbia University
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• Meeting with The Smile of The Child

• Meeting with Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, President of Missing Children
Europe (and UN Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation
of children), and Delphine Moralis, Secretary General of Missing Children
Europe

• Meeting with Dar Kenn Ghal Sahhtek

• Meeting with the National Literacy Agency

• Meeting with the African Media Association Malta

• Meeting with the Drama Unit (The Ministry for Education and Employment)

FEBRUARY 2017

• Meeting with the Science Students’ Society (S-Cubed)

• Meeting with HE the High Commissioner of Australia

• Meeting with Action Group Against Bullying

• Meeting with Nature Trust

• Meeting with the Malta Society for the Protection and Care of Animals

• Meeting with KSi Malta

• Meeting with European Forum Alpbach

• Meeting with Dr Martine Cassar, Refugee Commissioner

• Meeting with the Verdala International School Malta

• Meeting with MEP Dr Miriam Dalli

• Meeting with Peter Paul Galea

• Meeting with Spark 15
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• Video conference call with Missing Children Europe

• Meeting with HE the Ambassador of the State of Qatar

• Meeting with Right to Smile

MARCH 2017

• Meeting with the QSI International School of Malta

• Meeting with Dar Kenn Ghal Sahhtek

• Video conference call with Università Mediterranea di Reggio Calabria

• Meeting with Nature Trust

• Meeting with book author Charles Casha

• Meeting with the Malta Football Association

• Meeting with the International Centre for Migration Policy Development

• Meeting with Professor Susan F. Hirsch and students from George Mason
University

• Video conference call with representatives from the Refugee Aid App
mobile application

• Meeting with NGO Braxia and Addolorata army (BADa)

• Meeting with KSi Malta

• Meeting with Mr Emilio Puccio, Coordinator of the European Parliament

Intergroup on Children’s Rights

• Meeting with Fondazzjoni Qalb it-Tfal

• Meeting with Organisation of Psychology Students (OOPS)
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• Meeting with Her Highness Sheikha al-Anoud al-Thani and representatives
from the Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim Al Thani Museum (Qatar); UNESCO and
the University of Qatar

• Meeting with the Conferences and Events Unit of the University of Malta

APRIL 2017

• Meeting with book author Gulwali Passarlay

• Video conference call with Eurochild

• Video conference call with European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights

• Meeting with the Ministry for Education and Employment

• Meeting with the Malta Football Association

• Meeting with the Hon Minister Dr Michael Farrugia

• Meeting with Spark 15

• Meeting with Dr John Cachia, Commissioner for Mental Health

• Meeting with the Children and Young Persons Advisory Board

• Meeting with Mr Justice Robert G. Mangion

• Meeting with Right to Smile

• Meeting with Malta European Mobility (MEMo)

• Meeting with Mr Ewald Filler from the Federal Ministry of Family and Youth,
Austria

MAY 2017

• Meeting with the Malta Union of Teachers
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• Meeting with the UN Refugee Agency

• Meeting with Professor Susan F. Hirsch from George Mason University

• Video conference call with Eurochild

• Meeting with Professor Richard L. Rubenstein from George Mason University

JUNE 2017

• Meeting with Prof Alfred J Vella, Rector, University of Malta

• Meeting with Boris Dittrich, Advocacy Director, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Rights Program at Human Rights Watch

• Meeting with Solidarity Overseas Service Malta (SOS Malta)

• Meeting with International Commission on Couple and Family Relations
(ICCFR)

• Meeting with the Foundation for Information Technology Accessibility
(FITA)

• Meeting with Dr Kyle Farmbry from Rutgers University - Newark

• Meeting with the China Cultural Centre in Malta

• Meeting with Prof Linda Herrera from Columbia University

• Meeting with HE the High Commissioner of the United Kingdom

• Meeting with HE the Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt
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Management Meetings 

Foundation Management meetings 

Internal management meeting are held regularly with the participation of the 
Foundation’s Director General, Treasurer and Executive Secretary. Additional 
regular management meetings with the participation of Her Excellency are 
also held with the objective to discuss current and future projects and ideas. 

Board of Administrators meetings

The Board of the Foundation, also known as the Board of Administration, holds 
meetings at least once a month. It has the responsibility to ensure that the 
Foundation pursues its objectives and carries out its activities thus furthering 
its mandate. Members from the Foundation’s management, the Foundation’s 
legal advisor and representatives from the Office of the President attend 
these meeting. Her Excellency the President of Malta presides over this Board. 

Council of Governors meetings 

The Council meets not less than once every six months and discusses the 
developments of the Foundation in a consultative manner.

PFWS Council of Governors
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International Cooperation

High Commissions and Embassies

Throughout its third year the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of 
Society continued to further its cooperation with international entities and 
organisations in Malta and abroad. These included Embassies and High 
Commissions based in Malta and also international organisations based 
abroad.

This cooperation was the most evident in the organisation of events and 
conferences. Support from Embassies and High Commissions added value to 
these events. This cooperation also facilitated the sharing of ideas, concepts 
and opportunities that ultimately resulted in successful projects and stronger 
relationships.

The support of High Commissions and Embassies also helped the Foundation 
in more practical aspects. This included Embassies sponsoring flights and 
accommodation for international guest speakers; securing of experts’ 
contacts in particular fields of interests; covering costs relating to hospitality; 
costs relating to audio visual facilities; costs relating to research and other 
forms of practical support.

The Foundation reciprocated with lending its expertise and facilities 
whenever possible. The Foundation was also instrumental in evaluating ideas 
and subsequently developing them into successful initiatives and events that 
were in line with its ethos and also contributed to the wellbeing of society. 
The collaboration between the Foundation and Embassies here in Malta 
resulted in some of the most memorable and interesting events held during 
the Foundation’s third year.

Universities

Throughout the third year international cooperation was also furthered with 
foreign universities and scholars there. The Foundation regularly invited 
experts to deliver keynote speeches at public lectures and conferences it 
organised. This kind of collaboration further strengthened the relationship 
with international universities located across the globe.  The Foundation 
believes such cooperation can bring much added value to its outreach 
events. The Foundation hopes it can continue securing the participation of 
other international experts in its future activities by collaborating further with 
international universities.
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International Organisations

During its third year the Foundation maintained its existing relationships with 
international organisations and sought to further its cooperation with others. 
The Foundation also continued attending events, meetings and international 
conferences organised by international partner organisations and other 
entities.

The Foundation is often approached to collaborate as organisational partners 
in international conferences and events being held in Malta. This provides 
the Foundation with opportunities to build relationships with international 
partners and to fulfil its mandate to champion the wellbeing of society. 

The section in this report outlining the outreach events provides more details 
on the Foundation’s international cooperation. The hereunder are some 
examples from the past year:

• The 2nd National Conference on Child Wellbeing featured keynote
addresses from Ms Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the
UN Secretary-General on Violence against Children and Ms Regína
Jensdóttir, Head of the Children’s Rights Division, Council of Europe.
On that occasion representatives from The European Union Agency
for Fundamental Rights; the International Foster Care Organisation
(IFCO) and Eurochild also participated as guest panel speakers.

• During the ‘Lost in Migration’ conference the Foundation welcomed
a number of high level speakers, including Maud de Boer-Buquicchio,
UN Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and
Child Pornography and President of Missing Children Europe; Dimitris
Avramopoulos, European Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs
and Citizenship; Rob Wainwright, Director of Europol; Jose Carreira,
the Director of EASO; high level representatives from UNICEF, UNHCR
and IOM and members of the European Parliament including MEP
Hilde Vautmans and MEP Caterina Chinnici.

• Following the conference, the European Commission published
a Communication on the protection of children in migration. The
content of the document were based explicitly, among others, on the
conclusions from the ‘Lost in Migration’ conference.

• On the occasion of International Women’s Day 2017 Dr Zita Gurmai,
President of the Party of European Socialist Women, and MEP
Ms Caterina Chinnici accepted an invitation from the President’s
Foundation to share their stories and their experiences with participants 
at an event organised by the Foundation. Both speakers have a wealth
of experience and their interventions focused on a number of matters
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relating to women’s rights. 

• A number of international leading experts and scholars were welcomed
by the President’s Foundation in its various lectures, conferences
and other initiatives held during the year. These inter alia included
experts on human rights; environmental health; biodiversity; legal
anthropology; coeliac disease; diabetes, conflict resolution and other
thematic areas that are connected with wellbeing and its many facets.

• Cooperation with a number of Embassies in Malta secured the
participation of a number of Holocaust survivors that participated in
the 2017 Holocaust Remembrance Day. During their stay in Malta the
Holocaust survivors gave a number of interviews to the media and
also visited a number of schools. Children, teachers and staff had the
opportunity to get to know the survivors, listen to their stories and to
ask questions. Circa one thousand children in different schools across
Malta and Gozo were reached through this initiative.

Key note speaker Marta Santos Pais Special 
Representative of the UN Secretary General
on Violence Against Children
October 2016
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Volunteers

Volunteers have been an integral part of the President’s Foundation since 
its very beginning. They are an essential part of the team at the President’s 
Foundation and via their valuable help and support they make the work of 
the Foundation feasible and a success.

Over the past years a number of procedures, documents and training have 
been put in place to ensure that volunteers receive the adequate support 
and preparation before they participate in the Foundation’s activities. These 
include training and activities designed to strengthen the volunteer team.

Interested persons oftentimes approach the Foundation themselves to join 
as volunteers. The Foundation also engages in outreach to recruit volunteers. 
This outreach is done with various entities including schools (like the Verdala 
International School, QSI International School, University of Malta, and 
MCAST) whereby students are encouraged to join the Foundation’s volunteer 
team. 

The Foundation has in the past also facilitated volunteer recruitment via 
adverts on local news media and also via its own social media. Prospective 
volunteers are asked for the necessary documentation, interviewed and given 
the necessary training before they participate in events.

The Foundation does its outmost so that it provides the volunteers with 
rewarding and creative opportunities. It continues to believe that volunteers 
add value to its work and outreach. In this respect it will continue working to 
recruit more volunteers so to strengthen its team and thus continue to fulfil 
its mandate to work for the wellbeing of society.

Her Excellency Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, 
President of Malta, meeting Volunteers
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Financial Reporting

Administration and Finance 

The Foundation’s Administration and Finance was responsible for the 
projection, budgeting, and overseeing the administration of the Foundation’s 
finances.

This also included the procurement of goods and services, from the initial 
stage of the raising of commitments up to ensuring that invoices were duly 
settled via Government Accounting System administered by the Office of the 
President. Administration and Finance was also responsible for the regular 
updating and re-assessment of budgetary projections for the Foundation 
and the Entities falling under its responsibility as well as for the preparation 
of budget plans for all PFWS projects. Budgets for these projects included 
financial planning for PFWS conferences, events, project launches, and the 
overall strategic planning and functioning of PFWS resources.

Following internal checking and reconciliation for the daily transactions 
for the period covered by this annual report further liaison was undertaken 
between Administration and Finance and a private accounting firm to 
enable the presentation of audited accounts to the Foundation’s Board of 
Administrators.

Procurement policy

The PFWS undertakes procurement as per Government directives, providing 
guideline on procedures to be used for the procurement of all goods, services 
and works. The underlying principle  is that procurement is carried out in line 
with the provisions of the Public Procurement Regulations.

Financial Audit 2016 -2017

At the time of writing of this Annual Report, the Accounts of the PFWS were 
being prepared for Audit 2016-2017.
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Annexes 

19.1 Statute of the President’s Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society

Name

The Foundation shall be known as the “The President’s Foundation for the 
WellBeing of Society” / Fondazzjoni tal-President għall-Ġid tas-Soċjetà 

Founder

The Foundation is founded by the President of Malta, as a public purpose 
foundation to promote the well being of society. 

Registered Office

The registered office of the Foundation shall be The President’s Palace, St 
George’s Square, Valletta or such address as the Board of the Foundation 
may from time to time determine. 

Legal Personality 

The Foundation shall be an autonomous body corporate with a distinct legal 
personality and subject to the provisions of this statute, be capable of entering 
into contracts and employing personnel; of acquiring, holding and disposing 
of property, movable and immovable, by any title; of suing or of being sued; 
of having and using its proper seal; and of doing all such things and entering 
into such obligations and transactions as are incidental and/or conducive 
to its proper functions; entering into any agreement whatsoever with any 
person and/or any other entity in the exercise of its functions and in the 
attainment of its objectives; on its own, or with others, set up other entities 
in furtherance of its aims and objectives; do all acts and things incidental or 
conducive to the attainment and furtherance of its objectives. 

Notwithstanding that the Foundation is a non-profit making organisation of 
a non-commercial nature, the Foundation is authorised and entitled to carry 
out activities and undertakings on a commercial basis for the purpose of 
funding the implementation and furtherance of its aims and objectives. 
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Mission 

The mission of the Foundation is to enhance the Well-Being of Society through 
meaningful participation and promote a culture of solidarity and respect for 
the dignity of each individual. 

Composition of the Foundation 

1. The Foundation shall be governed by the wisdom of the Council of
Governors

2. The President shall appoint a Board of Management under the direction
of a Director to deliver the Foundation’s objectives.

3. The Foundation shall be supported by a Core Team.
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Council of Governors 

The Foundation shall be governed by a Council composed of:

• The President of the Republic of Malta as Chairperson

• Former Presidents of the Republic of Malta

• The Acting President of the Republic of Malta and all those who in the
past have held the office of Acting President of Malta

• Former Prime Ministers of Malta

• The Director of the Foundation as secretary

The role of the Council shall be to share with the President the knowledge 
and experience of its members and to bring to the attention of the President 
any social issues, which are of national priority and concern. The Council shall 
be convened not less than once every six months. The President shall share 
with the Council the developments of the Foundation. The Council shall have 
a consultative function and not an executive role as the executive role shall 
be entrusted to the Board of Management. 

Objectives

The Foundation will: 

1. focus on initiatives to support individuals in society to achieve well
being;

2. promote methods to help individuals reach their full potential;

3. facilitate inclusive engagement with people which is empowering, in
order to bring attention to specific issues of concern;

4. foster a culture that respects the ownership of the story that people
share, regardless of who or what they are;

5. identify trends and gaps in support systems which foster well being;

6. carry out research, evidence based analysis and evaluation, critical
interpretation of research findings;

7. carry out any other activities necessary to serve its role in touching
the conscience of Maltese society.

In order to achieve the above-mentioned objectives the Foundation shall 
engage in regular consultation with all relevant entities and stakeholders 
both at individual and group levels. To this end, the President shall establish 
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the Foundation Forum composed of a series of fora which focus on specific 
issues of social relevance, administered by a Co-ordinator. This Foundation 
Forum shall fall under the aegis of the President’s Forum. 

Establishment of Entities 

In order to reach its objectives the Foundation shall establish the following 

four entities: 

• National Institute for Childhood

• Observatory for Living with Dignity

• Centre for Family Research

• Centre for Freedom from Addiction

Each entity shall be established separately and shall be governed by its own 
statute and terms of reference but shall be coordinated and led by the Director 
of the Foundation and shall reflect the general policy and ethos established 
by the Foundation. 

The composition of each entity shall be determined by the Board of 
Management after taking the advice of the Council of Governors but shall 
always be subject to approval of the President and the Director. 

The entities shall be supported by the Core Team in the execution and the 
implementation of the Foundation goals. 

The Foundation may establish additional entities to respond to its objectives 
at a future date and may undertake activities to fulfil its missions. 

Functions of the Foundation 

In addition to the powers ascribed to the Foundation by Law (including, for 
the avoidance of doubt, the Civil Code), the Foundation shall: 

1. Accept and receive funds or other property, movable or immovable,
from Governments, International Organizations, Foundations,
commercial entities, individuals or any other source, whether “inter
vivos” or “causa mortis”;

2. Enter into any agreement whatsoever with any person and/or any
other entity in the exercise of its functions and in the attainment of its
objectives;

3. Set up other entities in furtherance of its aims and objectives;

4. Do all acts and things incidental or conducive to the attainment and
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furtherance of its objectives. 

Constitutive Assets

The Constitutive assets of the Foundation shall be: 

1. The initial endowment referred to in the Foundation’s founding deed, 

2. Movables, immovables, property and non-proprietary rights, shares, 
securities, financial means as well as other tangible goods donated 
and/or acquired during the term of the Foundation’s activity. 

Board of Management and Director 

The President shall chair the Board and after consultation with the Council of 
Governors and the Directorshall appoint its members. 

The Board of Management shall be composed of the President as chair, 
the Director as vice chair, the chairpersons of the entities, the Rector of 
the University of Malta and the Co-ordinator of the Foundation Forum. The 
President, after consultation with the Director and the other Board Members, 
may appoint other members. 

The Director shall be appointed by the President and shall be answerable to 
the President. 

The members appointed to the Board shall during their term of office act 
according to the objectives, purpose and function of the Foundation.

It shall be the duty and responsibility of the Board of Management to ensure:

1. All assets of the Foundation are invested and/or utilised in the manner 
and for the purposes established by this deed. 

2. That if funds or other assets are bestowed upon the Foundation and 
accepted by it for a specific purpose that these funds or assets are 
used for the said specific purpose. 

3. That the Foundation pursue its objectives and, carries out its activities 
in furtherance to its aims and ideals. 

Board members are to declare any conflict of interest which they may have 
when matters are being discussed in the Board in which they may have an 
interest and they shall not vote on such matters. 

The members of the Board shall serve for a period of three years and shall 
in each case be eligible for reappointment. Where a member of the board 
violates the ethos or knowingly acts contrary to the interest of the Foundation 
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their appointment shall be terminated. 

The president after consultation with the Director shall appoint a Secretary 
and a Treasurer to the Board who shall have no voting rights. 

Decisions of the Board shall wherever possible be taken by consensus. Where 
no consensus is reached, the decision shall be taken by a majority of all the 
members of the Board present. When a majority is reached the President 
shall consult with the Council of Governors before reaching a final decision. 

The quorum shall be the Director and three other members. 

If, at any time, any vacancy in the Board is not filled, then the remaining 
members of the Board shall, until such appointment, automatically be 
considered to constitute the Board. 

The Board shall regulate its own procedure and may, inter alia, appoint any 
committees, subcommittees or working groups it may deem necessary 
for the attainment of its purpose, provided that the Board of Management 
shall remain ultimately responsible and accountable for such committees, 
subcommittees or working groups. 

The Board shall meet at least once every month. 

A member of the Board who fails without justification to attend three 
consecutive meetings of the Board shall forfeit ipso facto his/her seat on the 
Board. 

The Director of the Foundation shall be responsible for the executive 
management of the Foundation, including all entities and shall also be 
responsible for the execution and the implementation of the decisions taken 
by the Board. 

The President and the Director shall have a meeting at least every two weeks 
in relation to the work of the Foundation and shall attend Board meetings. 

The Director shall meet with the Chairs of the entities making up the 
Foundation at least once every two weeks.

Core Team 

The Foundation shall be supported by a Core Team which shall be responsible 
for the delivery of the objectives of the foundation. The Director shall direct 
the Core Team. 

The Foundation may also engage such members of staff and other outsourcing 
of services as the Director and the Board may deem necessary from time to 
time, whether on a definite or indefinite term, part-time or full-time basis. All 
members of staff are to attain to the best of their abilities the objectives of 
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the Foundation. 

Legal and Judicial Representation 

The Foundation shall be a body corporate having a distinct legal personality 
and shall be capable of instituting legal action and entering into contracts. 

The legal and judicial representation of the Foundation shall vest in the 
Director together with any other Board member acting jointly, or in any other 
person duly nominated by the Board, in consultation with the President. 

Books and Records 
The Secretary shall keep and conserve the records of the Foundation at the 
registered office of the Foundation. The Secretary shall also, be ultimately 
responsible for the recording, the timely circulation and the endorsement of 
the minutes of the Board meetings. 

The Treasurer shall keep or cause to be kept any funds belonging to the 
Foundation in a bank account in the Foundation’s name or otherwise invested 
in the Foundation’s name as the Board may decide. 

The Treasurer shall keep or cause to be kept books of account with repect to: 

1. All sums of money received and expended by the Foundation and the 
matters in respect of which such receipts and expenditure take place; 

2. Income and expenditure of the Foundation; and 

3. The assets and liabilities of the Foundation. 

Proper books shall not be deemed to be kept if such books of accounts are 
not kept as are necessary to give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of 
the Foundation and to explain its transactions. The accounts shall be audited 
by certified public accountants and auditors nominated for this purpose 
by the Board. An annual Board meeting for the presentation of the audited 
accounts and the appointment of auditors shall be held. 

Every third year an expression of interest from registered audit firms shall be 
sought for selecting a firm to audit the accounts of the Foundation for the 
subsequent three (3) year period. 

The books of account shall be kept at such place or places as the Board shall 
think fit, and shall always be open to inspection by the members of the Board. 

An annual Board meeting for the purpose of examining and approving the 
audited books of accounts of the Foundation shall be held in every calendar 
year commencing in the year 2015 and shall be held not later than the 
30th June of each calendar year. The Board shall prepare or cause to be 
prepared a proper income and expenditure account for the period since the 



last preceding account (or, in the case of the first account, since the date of 
signing sheet made up as at the same date). Every such balance sheet shall 
be accompanied by proper reports of the Board and the auditors.

Amendments to the Statute 

The Statute may only be amended by means of a public deed following a 
resolution proposed by the President and approved by two-thirds of all the 
Board members, following consultation with the Council of Governors. 

Term and Termination 

The Foundation shall be established for an indefinite duration. It can be 
dissolved only in accordance with the law. 

If for any reason the Foundation is wound up, all the assets of the Foundation 
shall be made over to an organization or legal structure having a purpose 
similar to the Foundation, saving any reservations made by benefactors and 
donors in respect of any property donated by them. 

In the determination of the value of the assets, a professional independent 
person shall be appointed. 

This Statute shall be annexed to the deed setting up the Foundation and shall 
constitute an integral part of the said deed. 

The President shall have the discretion in the interpretation of this Statute.
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