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1.0 Context
The Local Government Policy review has taken place in order to
continually update with the times and ensure that contemporary
needs are being met by local governments. It also aims to redefine
the role of local governments, which may include lending more
authority to local governments and adding to their duties.
It is the most recent major reform since 2009 when the focus was
sustainability. The process for the 2019 Act began in 2017 with a series of
consultations with internal and external stakeholders. Eventually, it resulted in
legal amendments, all of which are currently being put into practice effectively
with the aid of implementation measures and a monitoring structure.
This year, the Ministry for National Heritage, Arts and the Local Government,
under the Minister José A. Herrera, collaborated with the Malta Foundation for
the Wellbeing of Society (MFWS) to extend this consultation process to
children.
This is an important milestone for the history of Children’s Rights in Malta.
Children were given the space to express their opinions, answering a series of
questions which would result in change in the Local Government Policy. Thus,
children were given the opportunity, as is their right inscribed in Article 12 of
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, to have their voices
listened to and given due weight.
These consultation sessions were founded on the Ten Pillars, which are also the
basis for the new Local Government Policy. These are:
1. Inclusion
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Environment
Mobility and accessibility
Innovation and technology
Security
Health
Good Governance

8. Culture and Heritage
9. Education
10. Community Upkeep
These pillars are interconnected and as such, improvement in one sector may
aid the improvement of another. Each one is crucial for the progression of
society as well as the wellbeing of the community.
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2.0 Methodology
Before the sessions took place, an invitation via email was sent to all
members of the MFWS Children and Young Persons’ Council. In this
email, background information about the consultation process was
provided. Each participant filled in a consent form which was
signed by a parent or legal guardian as well as by the child. This
form also included information about the sessions which would be
carried out.
A total of six focus groups were conducted in May 2021, lasting around 2 hours
per session. There were 18 young participants from the Children and Young
Persons’ Council while two boys sent their feedback via email. The age range of
the participants was between 8 and 18 years. The table below (table 1) includes
a list of these sessions and demographical information regarding the
participants.
Table 1: Demographical Data of Participants:
Date Session

No

No of Child Participants

Age Range

Females Males

11th May 2021

1

11

8-15 years

4

7

13th May 2021

2

9

8-18 years

6

3

17th May 2021

3

6

10-17 years

4

2

18th May 2021

4

8

8-15 years

5

3

27th May 2021

5

13

8-18 years

6

7

31st May 2021

6

3

13-17 years

3

0

In some sessions, adults were present with some of the children due to their
age or needs. However, the facilitators upheld a safe space in which children
could speak their minds without bias.
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In the introductory meeting, the children were informed of their right to
anonymity and that their responses would be compiled into this report. They
were also given information about this project, its inception and its process so
as to ensure that every participant was aware of what local governments are
and the importance civic participation. This allowed the children to form an
idea of the topics to be discussed and to start brainstorming.
During later sessions, the questions were given to the children at the
beginning of the meeting, either by means of a PowerPoint Presentation or
sent by a message in the chat. This allowed the children to flow between the
questions and link the pillars as they felt it important. The PowerPoint
presentation can be viewed in Appendix 1.
For all the meetings held, the questions were repeated when necessary,
simplified and explained through examples in order to make them as
accessible as possible. The questions tied to each pillar will be listed at the
beginning of each section. It is important to note that the questions and
discussions were held both in the Maltese and English language, with the
facilitators and children alternating between both as was felt necessary.
All the sessions were recorded for documentation purposes and to enable the
writing of this report. It must be underlined that the data analysis of all the
sessions and the writing of this report was carried out by a child who was not
present in the meetings. This enabled a fresh and objective perspective view of
the data. In the writing process, all the responses were first divided according
to their relevance to each Pillar.
Subsequently, the responses for each Pillar were split into themes since
common points and issues were noticed, as is presented in this report under
separate subheadings. Under each theme, suggestion boxes were also added
which include proposals made by the children, often in their own words or
with reference to experiences which they mentioned. These are tied to the
pillar in question but are particularly relevant to theme, hence why they are
placed in different sections.
Some of the answers quoted verbatim were translated to English by the
reporter, while retaining their full meaning as much as possible. Some
powerful phrases in Maltese were kept in to support or verify some points but
footnotes were added with an English translation. Thus, every effort was made
to make this report as accessible to non-Maltese speakers as possible.
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3.0 The Introductory Session
1. What are local governments?
2. What do these local governments do?
3. Do you have any experiences with local governments?
Generally, the children were aware of what local governments are, the most
common response being “the local council.” They expressed how “it is basically
like a government in a smaller form to look over all the little cities in Malta – so
not the whole government will take over.” A boy explained how although the
government creates the laws, “not all laws can suit a certain area” so the local
council must “sort of mold them to fit the place and the community.”
Moreover, the participants mentioned how the role of the local council
includes “taking care of services such as parks, maintenance and activities.”
When asked if they know the people in their local council, some of the children
referred to Learning Support Educators, football coaches, parents and family
members who work within their local council. A girl mentioned how she met
with the mayor and some other councillors while she was taking part in a
robotics competition at her school.
Some children also attended activities organised by the local councils,
meetings in the city hall and protests outside the local council building. One
girl said that her council decorates a lot during the time of the feast and the
funds are used for many initiatives and occasions but mostly for the feast.
Another child stated that the local council is “quite helpful and listens to our
problems.” However, when asked if they know the mayor of their locality, only
half of the participants said they did.
It was noted that the majority of Gozitan participants had positive feedback for
their local councils. A Gozitan boy said that his band concerts are organised by
his band club and the local council, so he has met representatives. In addition,
many activities are organised for children by the council like games during
feasts, Christmas time, Valentine’s Day, Carnival and Halloween. A Gozitan
mother maintained that the local council is very helpful and works towards a
solution in a very efficient manner while another Gozitan adult claimed that
they are helpful, discuss the problem between themselves and if they see that
an idea is good, they push it forward.
Through this discussion, the participants gained a clearer picture of the topic
at hand. Furthermore, after being presented with the Pillars, they were asked
to start reflecting and thinking of ideas in preparation for the following
sessions.
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4.0 Pillar 1: Inclusion
1. Do you feel part of your local community? Why?
2. In your opinion what can the Local Government do to make you
feel more included?

4.1 Theme 1: The Sense of Community

In regard to the community feeling, the children’s experiences varied. Yet, it
was clear that this sense of unity and connection was highly valued. This will
also be a continuous theme for many of the other pillars as the children
regularly referred to the importance of support from the community.
Some children eagerly responded that they did feel included since Malta is
relatively small and so “everyone in the town knows each other.” Two children
mentioned how waving and greeting “random people” who live in the town or
neighbouring towns adds to the community feeling. In relation to this, a boy
explained how these “sort of small things between us” make him feel a part of
his community. Referring to a friendly exchange between him and an old lady
in his neighbourhood who says ‘good morning’ to him, he stated, “It optimises
me.”
Similarly, another boy explained how he feels included in the street where he
lives “since there are the one or two people you say hi to and you’re on good
terms with.” However, he added that when it comes to the wider community,
“it’s like you don’t bother me and I don’t bother you.” A girl expressed how due
to her voluntary work at her local library, she meets a lot of people and so she
feels very included there. Thus, the importance of the “small things” between
members of the community was continuously emphasised by the children.
When these “small things” are not present, there is a sense of dejection and
detachment which was ascribed to, among other things, COVID-19. For
instance, a teenager argued that the pandemic has impacted how included
she feels since communicating with locals has become harder with a mask. As
she explained, “wearing a mask and having my mouth covered, which may
muffle my voice or make me have to yell to be heard, makes it harder. It took
that sense of community away since if I walk in the street, it’s not the same.
However, I still try to power through it.”
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4.2 Theme 2: The Visibility of the Local Council

Another factor which made the children feel included was when there was an
evident presence of the local council in a particular community. For example, a
girl expressed how her local council “really make an effort to keep the spaces
we have clean, any skips are continuously renewed and the effort to keep the
community clean and safe is there.” So, in that sense, she feels that “there’s a
strong connection with the public.” Additionally, a younger girl claimed that
she feels included since complaints or demands for maintenance work are met
with action.
Conversely, it was also observed that in many cases, the local government was
felt to be absent from the children’s lives. Although in the previous session, the
participants mentioned how they knew the work done by the local councils
and attended certain activities, it was also felt that in some cases, children did
not feel included. For instance, a boy claimed to know the base principles of
what a local council is but personally, he has “never had any reason to interact
with them” although he knows “they’re sort of there.”
A teenager remarked, “I would have wished to take part in stuff organised by
local governments but because it is such a governmental entity full of adults,
they don’t really get concerned with what we have to say. The only time I’ve
ever stepped foot inside a local council was because they were organising the
TCTC computer courses and it was more of an educational dynamic. So only
because I had to go there for school not because local governments were
reaching out to children ever.” Furthermore, one boy said that he has never
gone to any of the local council’s activities and he does not really know if they
have ever organised any big activities. When asked to mark how close he was
to the local council from 1 to 10, he rated it a 2.
From these focus groups, it was observed that children felt included within the
community but not in their local council. As one girl stated, “local council-wise
though, they don’t include many children’s opinions so no, I don’t feel included
there.” Hence, one may conclude that although many of the children felt
included in activities organised by the local council, they were not included in
their decision-making process. In this sense, the relationship the local council
has with children “is not as strong.” From this, one may gather that the local
council and community are two separate and independent entities. Moreover,
the community feeling is more present while the local council is distant and
does not impact the children’s personal lives as much. Therefore, it can be said
that the local council must reach out more to children.
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4.2 Theme 2: The Visibility of the Local Council

The possible reasons for this disconnection between the local council and
children were discussed further by the participants. A teenager
acknowledged that working with children is “extremely hard when it comes
to consent forms.” She was adamant that the last thing on the local council’s
mind would be “printing out and checking consent forms from parents and
family members of children.” She also acknowledged that many mayors work
part-time, the work within the council is already very complicated and the
workers already have a hard time keeping up with emails and telephone calls.
“It’s no excuse,” she said in a resigned tone, “but it’s unfortunately the reality
we have.” In response, the facilitator challenged her by asking if she would
find time for these things as mayor. The teenager replied that if she were
mayor, it would not be an issue for her.
Thus, if child participation is truly prioritised by the local council, this would
not be a hurdle but usual practice – a routinely process.
A discussion also ensued about the massive impact the mayor has on the
activities held in each locality. It was pointed out that when a mayor is
hardworking, active and truly works towards moving the community forward,
the community thrives. Yet when the mayor is apathetic or not as active, the
locality does not progress. Hence, it was maintained that it is unfair for the
fate of the locality to depend on the personality or attitude of the leader.
Following these points, a girl explained how before, her council used to
organise courses and events but “things have changed and there is not
much going on anymore – not because of Covid, but even before Covid – with
the arrival of the new mayor.” She said that she noticed that when the local
council cannot get money or profit from a project, they do not take any notice
and do not take things up. She provided the example of her local library
which needed new shelves and books but was only offered one book per
month “with a silly story.” She expressed disappointment since “if you take
care of it [the library] well, you will put the local council in a good light.”
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4.2.1 Suggestion Box:

A boy said to “organise a lot of events. Small things.” He gave the examples
of organising something for the mayor’s birthday and “if there’s something
new like a roundabout or something, we make an event to inaugurate it.”
A girl said that to counteract the stress of a full schedule, there should be a
safe space that you could go to “without needing any consent form, and
there would be people you could talk to, small areas where you can relax
and play with other kids. Just a way to make you feel that that the local
councils care about you. So they would create a space for students to
speak when they don’t feel like they’re heard or they have stress in
general.”
A young girl mentioned that Zoom meetings for children could be done
during Covid and for the future, “more things related to kids. Maybe every
Friday, they do something different. Maybe every day in case of absentees.”
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4.3 Theme 3: Diverse Social Groups in Local Communities

It was pointed out by the children in the focus groups that communities are
“split” into many groups. The participants underlined some of these groups
and expanded upon their level of inclusion in the community. Very often, the
differences between members proved to create a “barrier” of exclusion.
The issue of political bias was singled out as a form of excluding certain
groups of people. A Gozitan participant said that although the local council is
effective, there is sometimes the issue of partisanship. She explained how
children from the opposite political party to the local council would present
their ideas but they would sometimes not be taken up, purely due to this
difference in political ideology. Here, certain children are being unfairly
excluded on the basis of their family’s political beliefs.
The foreigners in the local community were also highlighted as targets of
exclusion. A girl said that she does not feel very much included but “I think it
is also because I am a foreigner as well… I don’t think foreigners feel included
in the community, not so much.” However, another child said that her foreign
mum feels “pretty included” so it can be said that certain realities may differ
from context to context and from one locality to another. In spite of this, other
experiences followed which made it evident that there is stigma surrounding
foreigners in Malta, which may cause non-Maltese people to feel less
included.
In relation to this, a girl who is half foreign said that as a young child, “when I
would go shopping or simply walking in the street speaking this foreign
language, people stared and looked at me differently. However, as soon as
you switch to the Maltese language, there are people who find it offensive
and there are people who might take it like as if they didn’t hear anything
before and continue interacting with you in a much friendlier way because
you are one of them.” The use of the word ‘them’ is particularly interesting
since it reveals the clear barrier which is drawn between Maltese and nonMaltese people. Moreover, she pointed out that this barrier is caused by the
stigma which the media puts. “It’s all about the media portrayal of these
foreigners, of people with disability and of people of different skin colour,” she
said. She elucidated how the headlines of many news articles emphasise
foreign nationalities – “because a Serbian stole this, because a Bulgarian did
this, because a Slovak person did that… We always have this negative light
portraying certain thieves or people who did something else so we
automatically correlate their nationality with something negative.”
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4.3 Theme 3: Diverse Social Groups in Local Communities

After her remark, a boy passionately explained how he had an Indian online
friend who was mocked in a group chat of Maltese students, which made him
and his friend very angry. The experience, along with further racist comments,
forced the boy to leave the group, which the participant was clearly upset
about. The issue of language barriers was also another point emphasised. A
foreign girl mentioned that in her former school, they spoke English which
made her feel included whereas in her current school, she sometimes must
remind people time and time again to speak English not Maltese.
Another area which was brought up was disability. A child with visual
impairment stated, “I also just don’t feel like I belong because this then
touches on my disability. If I belong in the community, then why whenever I
walk down a pavement, some geniuses decided to leave the tables of a
restaurant parked in the middle of the pavement? That’s not called being
included in society.” This detachment is not only felt when it comes to the
community but also from the side of the local council. In his words, “when it
comes to the local council, it’s the same story… If you had to put me on a scale
from 1 to 10, I’d put me at 5, neutral. I’ve basically had no interaction with
them one way or the other.”
As a girl with Down Syndrome asserted, “It also questions about the
community in general. In the community, we’re meant to all be together,
equal like one family. Society has created different community groups like
different religion, ethnicity, skin, colour, background, disability. But it’s not fair
that society is split…” She continued on by explaining how sometimes, people
choose to look at the labels placed on the individual and stereotype them
accordingly. Stressing her individuality outside the Down Syndrome
community, she expressed how “sometimes, in these little community
groups, some people choose to stay within these communities and identify
with them. But for me, for example, I do not see myself as a young adult with
Down Syndrome but some do.”
“In anything, there are outright barriers,” she said, referring to how she was
not admitted into an education programme since she has Down Syndrome.
Of this injustice, she claimed that “they rejected me because I didn’t fit into
the normal, ideal student. Talk about barriers. Even foreigners go through
that, as well.”
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4.3 Theme 3: Diverse Social Groups in Local Communities
At this, another teenager, speaking in gusts of passion and wry tones,
described her visit to the Valetta Design Cluster. She was disappointed to find
that although it was “very nice to see something so fresh that’s being done,” it
was not very safe or accessible. She explained how the lift to go up to the
rooftop was “a very small lift so I can only imagine a family with a wheelchair
user trying to go up into the garden to get some air. The passage way of the
garden is really really narrow.” There were also, she claimed, “pieces of glass
on the ground” because the ceiling was not yet ready, despite it being open
for the public.
Another factor contributing to inequality was found to be social class. One girl
explained how “it could separate into two sides: the us and you, the me and
the other. For example, private entities like private schools and state schools,
stuff like that.”
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4.3.1 Suggestion Box:

A girl suggested regulating the media’s negative portrayal of foreigners
and teaching younger members of the community and families that they
can “live in a healthy multicultural society without all this unnecessary
disrespect.”
Another child put into light the need to “mix communities and make
them more integrated.” She mentioned that in the area she lives in, there
is an area which has a high concentration of Asian minorities living in it.
Such areas would result in the creation of separate ghettos and this
induces more exclusion. As this girl said, the local governments need to do
something for them to “live in the same area as all the people do instead
of in their own area. Because like that, they get fully integrated and not
just in their own community…The others can have an experience around
them.”
To combat “society’s assumptions,” a girl stated that “the council should
be aimed to break these assumptions and stereotypes by reaching out
through the media, for example, as in films, social media and books. Like
mass media to reach out to children, as well, to raise more awareness of
what’s going on.”
A young child said that “they need, not want to, they need to accept other
people’s disabilities, so we have to try as much as possible – not they only
have to do this [i.e. the local council] but also the citizens of that place.”
Another proposal was accessibility on all levels in public areas, buildings
and projects – “areas which are both aesthetic and accessible for people.”
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5.0 Pillar 2: Environment
1. What do you think are the biggest problems your locality is
facing regarding the environment?
2. What can local government do to make our environment more
healthy and pleasant?
3. How can Local Governments help make our towns and villages
greener? How can the community help?

5.1 Theme 1: The Built Environment

When asked to describe the link between the environment and the local
council, a boy said that the local council “takes care of the place and keeps
everything green and clean.” One child mentioned “the number of buildings
and trees” while an older girl added that another important point is “whether
they give importance to or provide open spaces.” Moreover, conservation and
restoration were also brought up. There was also a general consensus that the
environment of the community affects everyone: people who live in the
locality, different families, workers, the people who go shopping or for a drive in
the locality, tourists, pets and animals.
The importance of proper restoration and planning was discussed, for
aesthetic and safety reasons. An older girl held that a key problem it “people
irresponsibly planning out buildings” and not “keeping the aesthetics of an old
building.” She provided the example of “what happened in Spinola close to the
sea." [1] Another child explained how “the year before, a very ancient building in
the square collapsed a little bit at the top. All they did was put a little tape and
there are still fragments of rock on the ground and it is not a very nice sight. It
bothers you because it is an eye sore especially with the church next to it.” The
term “eye sore” was also used by two boys when they described “a big block of
tiny apartments” being built in very close proximity to the church parvis.

[1] Calleja, C. (2020). ‘Gross’ building engulfs 19th Century Spinola townhouse. Times of Malta. Retrieved from
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/gross-building-engulfs-19th-century-spinola-townhouse.829969
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5.1 Theme 1: The Built Environment

Additionally, a southern girl expressed in frustration that when a pitch used for
learning how to swim was destroyed by turbulent waves, “instead of restoring
it and adding maybe some tiles, they just built a pool. But now probably, you
cannot swim in the sea there and they closed one of the other bays. There’s
only one bay now, by the square, exempting one.
So, from three bays, we have wound up with one.” She also pointed out that
“the town is surrounded by the sea” so there was no need to build a pool as
some stairs would have been enough and “it would have cost less probably.” In
addition, since the pitch is a restaurant, too, “you probably need to pay to use
the pool or get a membership. So probably, it is not open for the public.
However, even before the pool, you had to pay a membership to swim in the
sea. So they even made a cost for the sea.”
On the topic of town centres, a child said that “we have a town centre but we
don’t really use it.” An older girl described how she sits on a bench after mass
“and I have a lot of fun when I go out in the evening, looking for a quiet place
to sit in the square or a central garden. I like it a lot.” To this, a boy asked,
“What if you don’t find such a place?” His question, albeit simple, reinforces
the lack of open areas or places to meet up within certain localities. When
asked for another reason why there is less activity in the town centre, a child
spoke about how nowadays, many outdoor activities can be done from the
comfort of our homes. “There’s also another small factor: people are keeping
important items compact at home,” he said. “For example, there would be an
outdoor gym. Yet nowadays, people have indoor gyms so they choose to stay
at home.”
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5.1.1 Suggestion Box:

A girl suggested Easter egg hunts on the bay or in parks. She also added
doing clean-ups more often, like once a month.
Another child recommended to “pick a landmark from the town and
organise something related to that place.”
An adult by a child suggested closing some roads for children to play in. “In
order for kids to run around here,” she expressed, “you either have to drive
or you have to pay to take them. Something like this would be very good
for the kids, just to let them go. It’s a bit difficult but as far as I know, many
parents would love to be able to let their kids out a little bit without
needing to supervise them or drive them everywhere. Apart from the
money being a barrier, it is time consuming so the kids end up most of the
time inside unless they have some villages to be taken to or driven.”
Additionally, she mentioned the planting of more trees and swings to
provide shade.
A southern girl emphasised the need for places within localities to do
“anything fun with your friends” like a small cinema since “there’s nothing
exactly fun in my locality. Like going to the cinema here is out of question,
there’s no cinemas or big shopping malls or anything interesting” apart
from coffee shops. She also highlighted the inconvenience of having to
travel to another locality “every time I want to meet and do something.”

PAGE 20

5.2 Theme 2: The Natural Environment

Inevitably, the term ‘environment’ sparked up the issue of preserving the
natural environment. Firstly, the lack of green areas was highlighted and was
a recurring issue mentioned throughout by several children. An adult
participant stated that “something which is missing here is the sound of the
birds chirping.” At this, a boy responded that “trees are missing, too.” He went
on to explain how the only places where there are trees are parks. “Otherwise,”
he sarcastically remarked, “the only places where there are some types of
plants are in people’s balconies.”
“Aktar nies, inqas parking!” [2] one boy declared. “Cars take up more space
than people.” The child also added that there are many offices piled on top of
each other and more cars in the street so you have to park far away.
Although this topic was clearly something the children were passionate
about, one could feel a sense of resignation. In fact, one girl remarked that
“we’re all saying that to reduce traffic, we have to use the bus. But that’s all
talk, no action. How do we get to action? You’re not going to change the
mentality overnight. How are we going to change the mentality of the
Maltese people? If you tell them it’s global warming, they won’t care. How are
we going to make this work? Every child cannot brainwash their parents.
Besides, if kids say it, it doesn’t mean they will actually do it.”
A teenager also mentioned how despite creating green spaces, “you can
never get the guarantee that they will be used properly and they will be
maintained and sustained by the public.” This sentiment of frustration
resonated with some of the other children. In fact, a powerful sentence
uttered by a male participant was, “Nowadays, we are making life easier, not
more enjoyable.”

[2] “More people, less parking!”
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5.2.1 Suggestion Box:

More parks, trees and greener areas were very often recommended.
Two boys reported that a lot of traffic is caused in their locality due to
double parking, which causes chaos. Perhaps local governments may trace
the cause of traffic to certain roads and take action as is necessary.
A boy suggested making underground parking or multi-story parking.
Another child mentioned “measures to scare people. Billboards, courses to
teach you about global warming and how we’re deleting our own planet.”
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5.3 Theme 3: The Community Environment

This theme had already cropped up in the discussion of the first pillar. Yet, it
was emphasized by the participants once again, showing how close this issue
is to their hearts. In this discussion, however, the link between the physical
environment and the community feeling was the main focus – how the
physical environment creates a sense of unity.
One of the facilitators spoke about the “aging population” in her home town
and how “when you visit, you see elderly people drinking tea in glasses and
everyone knows everyone.” However, she claimed that since moving to
another town, “I hardly know anyone there and were you to ask me where the
square is, I couldn’t tell you. I don’t know where people meet up. For example,
although everyone comes to my town for the cinema, there is no actual open
space where you could go meet people. There are a lot of people from other
towns coming to live here so there isn’t the sense of community, where
everyone knows each other. I think it makes a difference that in my former
town there were many elderly people with a lot of time on their hands so they
spent time in the square whereas here, there are families where everyone
wakes up and heads off to work.”
This experience triggered off a discussion about the community spirit which is
felt when everyone knows each other and the elderly are seen chatting. Here,
the children spoke with passion and tenderly described the small nooks in
their localities which give them the sense of connection to the locals.
A southern girl said, “Here, almost everyone is related so you can still find a
couple elderly people talking. But I remember, just as you go down my street,
by the coast, there were two restaurants and a wall with an old door which
people hang stuff on. There was a piece of metal, you could barely even call it a
bench, supported by four wooden structures. Yet you would find at least six or
seven old people talking there. Tinżel filgħodu u tinżel filgħaxija, dejjem hemm
issibhom.”[3] With a tender voice, she continued, “now, after Covid, I don’t
know where this bench has disappeared and all there is now is a bench by the
sea but you don’t find the old people anymore. There are only tourists by the
sea. This lessens the feeling, it’s true, because it’s a nice feeling to see two
elderly people talking by the sea, even if you don’t know them. Għax qishom
għadhom ħajjin.” [4]

[3] “Morning and evening, you always find them there.
[4] “Because it’s like they’re still alive.”
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5.3 Theme 3: The Community Environment

Another girl chimed in with a small smile playing at her lips, “for us, you mostly
find these people in the summer, they have a beer in hand. Jiċċaċraw, is-soltu
xjuħ. [5] Obviously because of Covid, everyone is in his home, and it’s rare to see
one of them outside but mainly, it still exists to a small degree in summer.” A
boy wrote in the chat, “Ix xjuħ huma mimlijin esperjenzi u stejjer, għandna
ngawduhum qabel ma jispiċċaw.” [6] The grimness behind this message is
evident and it is clear the experience and stories which the elderly can offer are
highly valued by children. The last phrase, indicating a warning that these
stories may slowly fade, truly brings out a yearning for the continuation of
certain traditions and the revival of the community feeling.
Another beautiful yet bittersweet message sent by a young participant was,
“Aħna Ħaż-Żabbar kullimkien mimli bl-anzjani, joħorġu bis-siġġijiet tal-injam
minn dawk l-antiki u jitkellmu (iqattgħu kważi ġurnata sħiħa mind you.)
Joħorġu quddiem il-bieb u ġieli toħroġ tiġri l-qattusa u daqqa l-kelb u ġennata
li tinkiteb ikun hemm. Imma dawn l-affarijiet… just make me feel lucky li jien
minn Ħaż-Żabbar ghax just hekk, kulħadd jaf lil kulhadd u jiena n-nanna kienet
timpressjonani kif kienet taf lil kulħadd.”
Translated, this message goes as follows: “For us in Ħaż-Żabbar, everywhere is
full of elderly people who go outside with their old wooden chairs and chat
(they spend almost a whole day, mind you.) They stay in front of their door and
sometimes, the cat comes running out and other times, it’s the dog, and the
chaos that ensues is worth noting. But these things… just make me feel lucky
to be from Ħaż-Żabbar because it’s just like everyone knows everyone and it
always used to impress me how my grandmother knew everyone.”
This vivid picture she painted of a close-knit traditional community, with
elderly people on wooden chairs, cats and dogs running about and a chaotic
yet merry ambience along with pride for her locality truly brings out what this
theme is all about.
Following this topic, a discussion about the sense of individualism ensued.
Firstly, technology, the internet and “the dependency we have now developed
for social media” were listed as the cause.

[5] “Joking and chatting around, as the elderly typically do.” A very tender way of describing it.
[6] “Old people are full of experience and stories; we must enjoy them while they last :(” The last part in Maltese cannot be directly
translated into English within this context but it indicates how the elderly may not be around for much longer.
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5.3 Theme 3: The Community Environment

“We got this false idea in our heads that we’ve become some sort of gods and
that we’re now completely independent because our computers can do
anything so we can do everything from home,” said a teenager, bitterly.
“Apart from the fact that it has become very hard for the elderly and people
who don’t like technology to adapt to a world where many things are online.
Especially nowadays, everything is at home – electricity and water bills are paid
from home. Before, and even sometimes now, people went to the post office to
pay them, which was a form of socialising with others.”
It was also brought up that Covid-19 has lessened the community feeling even
in town centres. A teenager said in a disappointed tone that “even because of
Covid-19, when you sit on the other side of those double-sided benches, you
get people frowning at you.” A powerful phrase in Maltese that she used was
“Hemm dak l-element ta’ firda li mhux qed jgħinna.” [7] The fact she chose to
highlight the element of detachment and emphasised how it is unnatural for
us to be so disengaged further proves the importance the children placed on
community relationships. One child also mentioned how the lack of feasts
during the pandemic had an impact on this feeling.
Another girl agreed but held that “the situations people are in also make a
difference. Work is taking up more time.” Other issues spoken about were “the
amount of buildings and also the overpopulation. If you see a lot of people
coming from other countries, maybe before you could say let me go talk to this
newcomer. Maybe he moved from Fgura to Marsaxlokk so I can go say hi and
get to know him. But now, you don’t care about others. You just care about
your own family and that’s it.”
These points led to an interesting message to prop up in the chat: “Ilmultikulturaliżmu, bla ma trid, lil min hu razzist u mhux lest jaddatta għal
tradizzjonijiet u fehmiet ġodda, ġegħlu jitbiegħed mis-sens ta’ komunità
wkoll.” [8] This may indicate that the sense of exclusion from the community is
not only limited to certain foreigners, as was established in the previous
discussion of the first pillar, but also may be felt by people who refuse to adapt
to a multicultural community. Thus, both sides may be gradually moving away
from each other, creating a wider rift.

[7] “There’s that element of detachment which is not helping us.” The term ‘firda,’ however, goes deeper than detachment as it refers
to a split or complete division.
[8] “Multiculturalism is forcing people who are racist and refusing to adapt to new traditions and ideas to be driven away from the
community, as well.”
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5.3.1 Suggestion Box:

A boy said that “it would be nice if for example, they did, again, something
small.” He gave the example of kindergarten students being taught more
in squares about what school is like “or small meetings, something
between the mayor and the community or discussions between mayors
and community, as well. And it can also be like a ‘helpdesk’ where people
can go to ask questions.”
To combat the problem of technology, a girl recommended that local
councils “do certain campaigns about days off social media and having a
life apart from your phone.” She also mentioned awareness and education.
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6.0 Pillar 3: Sustainable
Mobility and Accessibility
1. How do you think we can make our localities more accessible to
everyone?
2. How can we improve the systems of how a person can move
from one place to another even those who do not have a private
car?

6.1 Theme 1: Transportation

The theme of sustainable mobility primarily evoked thoughts about the link
between transport, pollution and climate change. Many of the children showed
concern and unease when they spoke about global warming, repeatedly
emphasizing how environmental destruction could lead to very severe
consequences. It was clear that they had been well-informed about this topic
and that they thought it was crucial to take immediate action.
In fact, a young girl pensively said that “a part of me would love to buy a car
but the other part of me says ‘no’ because of the environment… Because if you
think about it, in one day, we are changing the world but not in a good way.
And if you put a camera and you put it in the cold regions, you would see that
every day, a lot of it falls and literally we’re killing a lot of animals by the
second. Aħseb u ara in an hour! We should do something big about it – big!”
This sense of urgency and alarm was emulated by some of the other children,
as well.
Despite wanting to take action, there were still children who felt that the
change needed to fix the situation is insurmountable. “When you think about
it statistically,” a boy commented, “it impossible for humans to shift all at once,
because there are so many stupid people who cannot shift and many people
who cannot afford to shift.” He went on to give the example of the oil industry
“telling us renewable energy is a scam.” This may indicate how although this is
an issue which matters a lot to the children, they have developed a sense of
resignation and have lost a bit of hope, which was also present in previous
sessions.
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6.1 Theme 1: Transportation

A hurdle which one boy pointed out was that most people would have to
resort to a second-hand car, which gives off a lot of carbon emissions, since a
new car is not affordable. “Until a person becomes financially stable,” he
expressed, “they’re not going to buy an electric car. Even though in the long
run, it’s going to help you save money.” Quotas for how many cars each family
could have were brought up. However, during an active debate, it was decided
that although this may have benefits, the quota should be reasonable and take
into account the diverse needs of different families.
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6.1.1 Suggestion Box:

A girl wrote in the chat that “safer public transport would surely help, more
respect to bus drivers and more training for them.”
The majority of children suggested making more means of public
transport. Moreover, a girl said that “the first step is to actually make the
buses efficient,” describing how despite being an hour early on the stop,
she arrived to her destination 45 minutes late.
Many children referred to electric cars “because first of all, in the long-run,
they’re cheaper. And they’re going to get cheaper, you’ll probably be able to
afford one. It will come down to why shouldn’t you buy an electric not why
you should buy a gas car.” Perhaps local governments could push for this to
happen.
A lot of the children also proposed bringing back the train or making an
underground train. “It could work better underground because it won’t ruin
the physical appearance of the place, it will be efficient as a means of public
transport and no greenery will be used,” a child said. “There could also be
layers of underground trains going to different destinations. The bottom
one could be for long travel and the top layer could be for short travel. I
think they’re much safer,” added another boy. It was also suggested for
there to be a radio system in the underground trains for people to listen to
music.
A child said to “encourage people to use bikes. Tell people the advantages
of bikes and then it’s up to them if they want to use them. Maybe make
bikes more accessible to people – make bike lanes. Something like that
would be pretty cheap and effective. We have to somehow find the
influence for people to start using bikes, public transport. Knowing how the
Maltese people are, I have heavy, heavy, heavy doubts that we’re going to
manage this. You’re going to have to start brainwashing people. This isn’t
something that you can just snap your fingers and that’s it. It will take a
couple generations. We have to find some sort of initiative to start off with
like maybe changing car adverts to bike adverts.”
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6.1.1 Suggestion Box:

A young girl pointed out that “not everyone knows how to ride a bike.”
Thus, she said scooters could be used, too, “because they’re pretty easy”
and other alternatives. Following this, a boy agreed that “it doesn’t have to
be limited to bikes. Of course, it can also be scooters, skateboards or
Segways.”
A boy suggested what he called the ‘Elon Musk method,’ referring to the
situation in Los Angeles where car parks were created which move your car
automatically, along with solar housings – which are roofs made of solar
panels – where you can charge an electric vehicle. “Leave the roads,
renovate some of them so that they’ll become housing areas and make
‘bike roads’ or non-motorised roads. Maybe some for the electric
motorcycles,” he added.
Referring to a government scheme which helped his family buy an electric
car, another boy suggested “incentives, like reducing the price off of a new
electric car may encourage people to buy it.”
One child stated that “if the government shifts to renewables, then it will
become 100% green, which is one of their goals.” Praising the government’s
aim of making the new programmed, driverless, electric buses “that can
come with the tap of a button,” he declared that “we need to both combine
the safety of electric vehicles and auto-driving with the fun and the
absolute cleanliness – except for a small amount of carbon output.” Thus,
local governments may start “using systems powered off of green energy”
for public buildings or systems.
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6.2 Theme 2: Safety

During the discussion, a key theme which emerged was the link between a
clean, organised environment and the feeling of safety. The high number of
cars in Malta was immediately described as “unsafe.” A girl explained how a
field next to her school was shut down entirely and the students could not use
it since, being exactly at close proximity to the road, “the carbon levels were too
high and it was very toxic for students.”
A boy jokingly said that “most of the Maltese drivers are a bit crazy” but on a
more serious note, he added that he cannot imagine “hopping on your fourwheeled scooter going down busy lanes to get to Valletta” since it is not safe.
Hence, a hindrance to the use of environmentally-friendly vehicles may be the
lack of safety in Maltese roads.
Conversely, a Gozitan stated he felt safe and did not have to pay too much
attention to the road since “the area in which I catch the bus in the morning
has pretty infrequent cars.” His mum then reminded him of an incident when
he was run over by a car while out on his bike and also that there are many
cars in the area. She said it depends on the season, apart from other factors.
Despite this, the child insisted he felt safe because “I know the roads, the
number of cars which usually pass from the roads and the one ways and signs
in the area.”
Therefore, it may be said that the safety of an area may be tied to a lack of
pollution and vehicles.
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6.2.2 Suggestion Box:

It was brought up that to avoid the dangers of pollution, you need to
reduce vehicles. “If you want to reduce the number of cars in certain
places,” a girl asserted, “you could have certain places through which you
cannot pass with a car unless you live there or own a garage there. If you go
to a park for fresh air and you have many cars, you will be inhaling carbon.
So, in the square or in a park, the streets should be closed unless it’s an
emergency,” a girl asserted.
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6.3 Theme 3: Accessibility

This theme was mainly discussed by the participants in terms of physical
limitations.

6.3.1 Suggestion Box:

A young girl recommended that “for those who cannot walk, maybe they
are elderly or maybe with a wheel chair… we should pass on the word that
maybe we can make vehicles that are actually made to take the elderly
out… It’s going to be like a bus but mini but the bus makes lots of traffic so
we should think outside the box.” This vehicle would be “for a convent or a
home. A small bus with a ramp for a wheelchair. It’s better for the traffic
and the environment.”
In the previous session, a boy with visual impairment mentioned how
tables and chairs are placed on pavements by restaurants and cafeterias
which makes it more difficult to travel. Thus, local governments should
counter this limitation and make pavements safer and better for everyone.
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7.0 Pillar 4: Innovation and
technology
1. How can Information Technology be improved in our localities?
2. What can be done to give everyone access to technology in the
community?

7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with Local Council

Technology was seen by some participants as an effective bridge between
local governments and the locals, particularly local children.
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

7.1.1 Suggestion Box:

A girl suggested “more awareness in child-friendly forms on the internet –
not by post as most of the flyers end up in the rubbish, not paid attention to
and in the road as litter – about work that the local council does in the
community and updates on any activities they would be hosting. Covid had
set in a lot of boundaries but also created a relatively accessible form of
communication, online. Local councils can make use of this by creating an
online space for children in the community to share art, play games, chill
and communicate together. For this to happen successfully however a
trained professional must be willing to take care of this and dive into such a
task with an open mind and heart.” This way, we are “giving children the
necessary tools to flourish in society as independent social beings more
than anything.”
Perhaps the local council could also give support to, as another girl stated,
children and youth who have “a learning disability who are left behind now
that all schools have moved online.”
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7.2 Theme 2: Safety

In these sessions, it was indicated that local governments could enhance or
maintain safety in the community by providing technology in the locality
which is secure or ensures security.

7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

7.2.1 Suggestion Box:

A Gozitan boy suggested having free payphones. To support his proposal,
he gave the example of a boy who leaves his parents’ side during a feast
and cannot make his way back home. In this case, the boy would have the
information he needs on the phone or on the key, there would be his
parents’ mobile number and he could call his parents. The child also gave
the scenario of illicit or inappropriate activities like vandalism happening in
the payphones and said that to counter this, there would be CCTV cameras
so the people in question would get caught.
It was pointed out that in certain squares, the only Wi-Fi available is from
private outlets like bars and there is no public Wi-Fi. A boy said that the only
Wi-Fi available in his square does not work and it would be easy for
someone to hack them, get account details and security numbers, which is
not safe. Thus, a secure Wi-Fi connection should be present in certain
public areas.
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7.3 Theme 3: Access to Technology

Another theme brought up was access to technology. There are three main
forms of access mentioned by the participants. Firstly, there is access in terms
of education and information about technology to educate locals about using
technology. Secondly, there is the physical form of access which is making sure
certain locals own necessary technological devices. The third step must be to
ensure that systems are in place through which members can access their
devices easily and effectively in their locality.
Regarding the second form of access, it was mentioned that in MCAST, art
computers are being lent to students who cannot afford a computer. A
discussion then arose from a comment made by a boy about considering the
budget of any technological devices given out. He said that if the budget is
fixed at a certain amount and the demand is very high, it is expected for the
devices not to be of “high-end quality.” However, the facilitator pointed out
that “children deserve what I deserve. I deserve the best so children who need
it deserve the best.” She continued by pointing out that if children are truly
prioritised, they can be given devices which work effectively. She encouraged
the participants and society to “change this mentality and understand that
with children, this is an investment.”
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

7.3.1 Suggestion Box:

A girl suggested making a survey of the number of children who have a
phone, what their ages are and if they know how to use it so as to provide
them with phones if necessary. This survey could be conducted by each
local council. Following this survey, given there would be data on how
many children can use a phone properly, she said ICT lessons at school
could be used to teach children about real life situations like how to use a
phone so that you children will not have to take courses outside of school
which cost money. Consequently, another child stated she thought every
child has a right to their own phone because it can be useful.
Adding to this point, a girl said that through this survey, free courses could
be given to any eligible child at the local councils since the technology
course she had attended at a younger age had to be paid for. “They would
do it at their own pace and it would be something extracurricular for their
own benefit,” she stated. However, she also held that certain IT information
cannot be passed on to children at a younger age when they are still in
Primary.
A child mentioned “improving any existing technology that is also being
handed out to children nowadays” and gave the example of the tablets
given to year fours which received “many complaints that they were not of
good quality, that you couldn’t do many tasks on them in an efficient way
and so many students would still use their own personal tablets rather than
the ones at school.” Perhaps local governments may assess and verify the
quality of the technological devices distributed.
A young girl suggested decorating the roads with flower pots, using “light
poles” and public Wi-Fi which are powered by solar panels and having
charging points for the scooters and other devices.

PAGE 38

8.0 Pillar 5: Security
1. On a scale of one to ten, how safe do you feel in your locality?
(One means unsafe and ten completely safe) Why?
2. What do you think the local government should do to improve
security in the locality and reduce crime?

8.1 Theme 1: Protection and Law Enforcement

The children were asked to describe, on a scale of one to ten, how safe they feel
in their locality, one meaning unsafe and ten meaning completely safe. The
responses ranged from 8 to 10, the most common answer being 9. Only one
boy sent in a 5. A girl who gave her locality a 9 said it was because “thankfully it
is a relatively safe community compared to others on the island.”
Another girl stated that “Malta has been really safe for me. In fact, in these last
few years, I even became confident in taking the bus to go to MCAST Mosta
and then back home. When I go to Valletta in the evenings, even though it’s
dark in the winter, I still feel safe. For me it’s a 10. In fact, before Covid I made
best friends with the bus for going to MCAST and going back home or
sometimes going to Valletta in the evenings for my sessions in the Opening
Doors Association.” When asked if she feels the same in her locality, she
responded immediately in the affirmative.
In spite of this, there were instances which the children described which did
not exude complete safety. As a result, one factor which propped up as a
means to make localities safer was protection, namely by law enforcers.
Conversely, the lack of police officers and other surveyors created the opposite
effect: a feeling of danger.
In fact, a teenager mentioned how especially during the pandemic, “with
masks and if you’re hooded, especially in the night, it’s not really as safe as it
was before and you don’t have surveillance guaranteed everywhere. It’s true
that police and LESA wardens do go round the locality but not until late at
night and even in the early mornings, the safety’s not there as it used to be. In
my opinion, it’s only going to get worse… Certain kinds of illicit activities are
done in certain areas where before, it used to be okay. So what made certain
people go do certain illicit activities over there? A lack of surveillance.”
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8.1 Theme 1: Protection and Law Enforcement

The use of drugs in public areas such as gardens was brought up by some
participants. Interestingly, the children also pointed out that black people,
termed “is-suwed” by a couple participants, gather in some of these public
spaces and these areas seem to be unsafe, no-go zones. An older girl pointed
out that it is not right to put police or security guards only where there are
embassies or important governmental areas. “A playground next to an
embassy is just as important as any other playground that is not next to some
important entity in a particular locality so maybe more emphasis on this.”
Furthermore, a southern girl said how since she did voluntary work at her
library every week, she had to pass through her school and a ground to get to
the library itself. She explained how when she finishes at 7, in the winter
because it darkens much earlier, “it’s pitch black, you see absolutely nothing.”
She described it as “so scary… Like you see a huge pitch and then you see
someone walking out, it’s very creepy.” She continued in saying that when she
was 10, she saw a hooded man in the dark and it really “freaked” her out.
A Gozitan boy explained how when he was 7 or 8, he used to go to MUSEUM
and come back with the bus, which would drop him off at a spot not too far off
from his house. However, since between this spot and his house, there used to
be no lights, he said that he would sprint as fast as he could “u kont
nitwerwer.” [9] After some time, he had to tell the mini bus driver to drop him
off at the main road to be closer. Sometimes, though, it would still be dark.
Moreover, another boy added that because of Covid, he was seeing more
police officers, even by the roundabout whilst before, he would not see them
much, except for during the feasts. To demonstrate how unsafe he thought
dark, unpatrolled streets are, he gave the example of a small seven-year-old
boy walking back home alone at night in the darkness when there is not a
policeman walking by. Mentioning the danger of kidnapping, he said with a
chilled voice, “tista’ tagħmel li trid int.” [10] One girl pointed out how it is very
dangerous for girls who are older, 12 to 18, “but it can be even worse if you are
in a big city especially if you are in London or Rome, there are some areas
where it is not safe to walk about.”

[9] “I used to be terrified.”
[10] “You could do whatever you want.” (i.e. anything could be done to the child)
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

8.1.1 Suggestion Box:

More surveillance was repeatedly brought up as well as active supervision
in open spaces in the community by people who are “willing to watch out
for these children.”
Many children spoke about adding more police patrols. The introduction of
the neighbourhood police, especially, added a sense of safety. However,
there were complaints that the patrols were infrequent, “you see them very
rarely” and only in certain areas. Still, knowing they are there “because you
do see them” was claimed to have made a difference.
An older girl pointed out that during traffic issues or parking problems in
her street, “the police would come and the way they would deal with the
children in the area is not nice at all, unfortunately.” Thus, the police officers
should ideally be trained to work with children.
It was agreed that patrols during night-time should be increased. Moreover,
they should not stop at midnight, “even if they continue at 2am.”
A southern girl held that if undercover police are sent, “you can see how
safe the neighbourhood actually is.” She added that “everybody straightens
up and acts more nice” when they see a policeman with a guard dog
coming by, whereas a passer-by “can see what actually happens.” She
claimed that with vandalism, “they really don’t hide it sometimes.” Many
children agreed with her so it was concluded that “in order to keep
authority you can have half and half,” that is, police undercover and in plain
sight.
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8.2 Theme 2: Maintenance and Resources

Following the experiences mentioned previously, there were solutions offered
which centred around physical resources which could be used for more safety
or the enhancement of present systems. This theme is highly relevant as
throughout all the meetings, there was an “emphasis on maintenance of
equipment and facilities.”

7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

8.2.1 Suggestion Box:

“Since we are doing so much work on the roads,” a boy declared, “we could
also put some lamps… We need some more lights in the roads.”
It was also agreed that “we could maintain safety by putting security
cameras everywhere.”
A teenager asserted that anywhere children frequent often “should be
monitored with more cameras and actually having a person physically
there to ensure that everything is running smoothly because with all this
multiculturalism and all the problems we are facing as a Maltese society,
you never know what can happen.”
To combat accidents like someone getting hurt, an older girl said it would
be useful to have a person with a safety kit. “There were accidents where
children would have to be rushed to hospital but if there was a safety kit on
the spot at that particular moment, a lot of the damage could have been
prevented for sure. So that’s why there’s a great importance for a person
being physically present at the playground. And this is important in any
community place, as well, even if it’s just a garden,” she maintained.
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8.3 Theme 3: Reporting

Other points which were mentioned revolved around the idea of reporting. If a
child or adult feel unsafe, there must be quick and easy steps they can take to
get help.

7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

8.3.1 Suggestion Box:

A child recommended providing a free line or free helpline, so children are
able to call someone in authority for help if they need it or in case they are
from an abusive home.
The facilitator and a Gozitan boy agreed that “in every locality, there should
be a place for children that if something happens to them, they can go and
report.” The example was given by the facilitator of a child undergoing
abuse who runs out to avoid being hit by an adult. “Where are they going?
Where do they go? Do they go the church which is closed? Do they go to
the parish priest who isn’t there? Do they go to the police station where
most of them are closed or there are no police? And not just for children,
but for everyone who needs help. There is 179 but imagine you run out,” the
facilitator passionately exclaimed. This could also be linked to the idea of
free pay phones, which could be a one of the places where children can
report.
On this note, a girl proposed “introducing something like this at each
community space or at every few meters similar to bus stop intervals. Like a
payphone every few meters.”
It was also suggested for there to be a bell which would connect to a police
station when you ring it. The facilitator pointed out that this exists but it
comes at a cost. She mentioned that certain alarm systems are connected
to the police but not everyone can afford them and they should be
available for everyone.
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9.0 Pillar 6: Health
1. What do you know about health services in your locality?
2. Have you ever used these services? If you used these services,
what was your experience?

9.1 Theme 1: Accessible Services

As regards to health, accessibility was the only theme which emerged.
However, the children mentioned various aspects of accessibility. These
included timing of services, human resources, physical buildings and
affordability of services.
The discussion started off by a young girl who described the services of the
policlinic in her locality and outside her locality. “In my locality for what I know,
there’s only one clinic. It’s open on very strict timing. I don’t really know if it’s
private or government… So more flexible times would be better,” she stated. In
response, an older girl said that this was a point she had also wanted to put
forward. “Thank God, pharmacies are abundant in every locality. However,
that’s something you have to pay for and there’s quite a lot of parents actually
taking their children there at a price,” she stated. The young girl declared that
they should not even charge “one cent” for people who cannot afford it and
the local council should prepay it after people register. She then continued
that “they can make a phone number but different for each locality,” send in a
doctor for free and then the local council pays it.
A southern girl held that the pharmacy in her locality, which is open on strict
hours, is “mainly the only thing that there is to help you in a medical
emergency but it can’t even be an emergency because you would have to
wait in line until the doctor is there.” She maintained that in her locality, the
doctor is only there a few days per week. “The only times we wanted to go to
the doctor, he was not there,” she said. The child went on to explain how if her
family needed medical help in her locality, “we would have to either go the
hospital or we would have to go the clinic in Raħal Ġdid, which is still a bit of a
wait but it does the job. It’s a very long drive – not that long but it still takes
some time if it’s a very big emergency.”
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9.1 Theme 1: Accessible Services
Although the child acknowledged that community clinics – bereġ – are being
built, the child claimed that their services are limited to scheduled
appointments and check-ups, not emergency services.
Moreover, a Gozitan boy remarked that after an incident where he fell down
the stairs at his school, he waited in the emergency room which was
completely full, declaring in astonishment, “Kemm kien hemm nies jistennew
hemmhekk kien tal-istagħġib għalija!” [11] The child claimed many of them
had been waiting for hours and traced the problem back to how there are few
emergency rooms in Gozo. “Even in terms of a policlinic,” he said. “We only
have one policlinic in Gozo and when I went there for a small check-up, I spent
an hour waiting outside in the cold since it was in January, I think.” This
problem was highlighted further by his mother who claimed that in her town,
there is a small ‘berġa’ – community clinic – but all it opens is 20 minutes and
you cannot ask for help in the middle of the night unless it is a big emergency.

[11] “The number of people who were waiting there was astonishing to me!”
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

9.1.1 Suggestion Box:

Emphasising the need for health workers to have “more experience when it
comes to dealing with kids in the first place,” a teenager used a Maltese
sentence: “ngħallmuhom naqra umanità.” This passionate declaration
followed a description of a personal experience where she witnessed “a very
big lack of training when it comes to dealing with children who are not
doing so well.” She explained how at about 7.50 in the evening, a local
general practitioner working at a government policlinic refused to help “a
girl characterised by body discolouration” who was visibly not in a good
state. While her mother was “desperate,” begging for a quick check-up, as
the teenager put it, “ħatafha bl-ikraħ” because his shift ended at 8pm and
“it’s not the first time I’ve seen this happen.” This snappy, aggressive and
unprofessional behaviour was deemed unacceptable by this girl and she
underlined how it is not the way to act “just because you have a schedule.”
It was agreed that there should be “24 hour helpful and trained service,”
with more flexible times.
It was also mentioned that medical buildings should ideally be built in a
central and accessible area.
It was highly suggested for there to be more policlinics in Gozo, maybe
“between Qala and Nadur and the other one on the other side of Gozo,” so
as to divide work and not have everything collect into the Rabat Policlinic.
Regarding this, it was also brought up how outside policlinics, there should
be adequate parking spaces. The example was given of the Rabat Policlinic
in Gozo, where “you either park for an hour or you get a ticket.”
A boy suggested giving vouchers to use in private hospitals to help people
who cannot afford private healthcare if their locality does not have a public
health clinic. This could be given in the form of vouchers to be used per
year to go to a doctor of your choice. Perhaps these could be administered
through local councils.
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10.0 Pillar 7: Good Governance
1. What do you think is the role of Local Government?
2. What do you think should be the role of Local Government?

10.1 Theme 1: Children's Role in the Local Government's Framework

The questions above were both answered during all of the sessions, with the
role of the Local Government defined in the introductory session and the
additional roles listed indirectly within the Suggestion Boxes. However, there
was a point repeatedly mentioned which was left for this section in particular
as it refers more directly to the framework of the local councils. During the
meetings, the child participants emphasized the importance of adding
children’s councils to the already existing adult councils.
The ‘Suggestion Box’ of this section is embedded in the points discussed
below.
In the words of a teenaged participant: “Mill-qiegħ tal-istonku ħierġa din: jekk
mhux biħsiebhom jagħmlu kunsill tat-tfal f’kull lokalità, mhu ħa nimxu imkien."
[12] This powerful statement truly endorses the idea that child participation is
crucial to all the pillars. In order to create an inclusive, sustainable, clean,
healthy, accessible, innovative, safe, informed and cultured community,
children must be a core priority. Children must be empowered and included
since, being both the present and the future, they are a reflection of the work
being done today and the promising tomorrow which can be created.
The teenager continued in saying that creating activities which appeal to
young people requires consulting them at all levels in order to identify what
the latest trends are, what is really needed and what the children really care
about. “So I think, first step is, for all of what we’ve been discussing, every local
council to have a group of children of all ages – it could be divided into a
younger group and an older group of teenagers – who take care of these
activities themselves,” she asserted. The activities referred to could be related
to education, heritage or online platforms like a website or a corner on
Facebook dedicated to the children’s local council which could be updated by
children themselves.
[12] “This is coming out from the pit of my stomach (the equivalent of the bottom of my heart): if they do not mean to put a children’s
council in each locality, we’re not going anywhere.”
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10.1 Theme 1: Children's Role in the Local Government's Framework

When asked if she would like to participate in these councils were they to be
set up, the teenager responded that she would be interested and would help a
lot “if there would be a functional one.” The issue of age was brought up
whereby she was not sure if she could participate in these councils since she
would be 18 soon but she held that “there could always be committees for
professionals like us, for example, when we grow up, with all this experience
we have from the Foundation. Maybe you could have ‘Child Participation
Advisory Groups.’ These groups would be with someone who has already
experienced a lot of these kinds of activities and even if God forbid, we would
need to start setting up online meetings again, we would know how to make it
work.”
Furthermore, a boy sustained that legislation does not always stop people from
doing selfish “people things.” Thus, he proposed that only small changes
should be made to the current local council system. In his opinion, a drastic
change would not work because “the council system itself, how it is, I don’t feel
like it is a situation where you can just grab it and reverse-engineer it in such a
way that everyone is going to be happy. We’re going to have problems – you
cannot take old systems and try to adapt them for new ideas. Eventually, if you
do that too much, you’re going to end up in a mess.”
Hence, he said that “the system of the councils itself, they should be more
open. There should be an adult council by all means but there should also be a
conjoined unit going with that – sort of what we’ve got going on here with the
child council. I feel like that should be attached as well on a community level
with each of these local councils because simply put… if I’m a kid, I’ve got a full
school schedule ahead of me, I’m not going to attend for 90% of activities
partially because I don’t care about those activities, as well. So, we need to get
people on site, on the ground, knowing what we need and what they should
talk about. So, I feel like that should be conjoined with it, I feel like in the staff of
the councils themselves, there should be foreigners, there should be disabled
individuals who can also voice these things out.”
Lastly, a boy questioned whether a lack of dedication from certain local
government representatives could be stemming from the fact that “the people
running the councils are not paid or are perhaps not paid enough” so this
should be looked into. He gave the example of an LSE at his school who “may
not have taken up his other job as an LSE” had he been paid for his work in the
local council.
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11.0 Pillar 8: Culture and
Heritage
1. What can the Local Governments do to support the Arts, Culture
and Heritage?

11.1 Theme 1: Glocalization

It was collectively acknowledged that arts and culture are crucial to Maltese
society. “Jekk m’għandnix kultura, Malta xejn m’għandna kważi… kultura biss laktar importanti. Qisek jekk xi ħadd jafek, għall-kultura,” [13] proclaimed a
southern girl, reinforcing further how integral the participants found culture to
be. This said, a theme which emerged which was immediately linked to culture
was multiculturalism, in various aspects.
The term ‘art and culture’ evoked immediately the idea of traditions. An older
girl disappointedly stated thar one thing came to mind when culture was
mentioned – “kemm qed nitifuha,” that is, how the Maltese identity is being
lost. She stated that, especially during Covid times, expats and foreigners may
feel anger Malta since they could not visit relatives and they have been further
excluded from society “because of the lack of activities which can incorporate
them into their society.”
This frustration and dejection, according to this child, automatically creates a
sense of hatred between the foreigners and the Maltese. Thus, when it comes
to incorporating different cultures into ours, it becomes more of a fight for
dominance rather than an attempt to collaborate and integrate. Thus, “a very
unhealthy mix” is created when instead of creating dialogue and supporting
different cultures to flourish in their own space, people resort to being
disrespectful and dismissive toward other cultures. Respect must be shown
from both sides.

13] “Without culture in Malta, we would have almost nothing else… only culture is the most important. It’s like if someone knows you,
it’s for your culture.”
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11.1 Theme 1: Glocalization

Another aspect to the theme of multiculturalism was how Maltese cultural
projects could be branched with other foreign cultures. A southern girl began
this discussion by explaining that Maltese culture is interconnected with the
history of other countries. “Ara kemm tidħol fil-fond u ara kemm għandha
x’taqsam ma’ pajjiżi oħra,” [14] she said with wonder, referring to the how
deeply other cultural elements have been integrated within our culture due to
our history. Elaborating on this, she continued that “history is all linked in one
way or another so Maltese heritage and French heritage are linked and, in
some way, fit together. Everything has led up to the present day.”
Thus, through this, the idea of ‘glocalization’ can be said to have been brought
up. While innovative practices may be taken up in response to advances in
other countries, Maltese traditions and needs must still remain relevant and
present. Regional and national features must be combined in a balanced way
with international customs and practices. It must go both ways.

7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

11.1.1 Suggestion Box:

It was suggested for museums in Malta to integrate the history of many
different countries with Maltese history and refer to what happened abroad
in the past.
The point above, along with other activities, must have the aim, among
others, to aid locals of different nationalities to respects each other’s
cultures. This is also linked to the Inclusion Pillar.

[14] “You can see how deeply its roots are and how much it is involved in other cultures.”
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11.2 Theme 2: Embracing the New, Promoting the Old

Another key theme which arose was that in order for heritage to be better
appreciated, cultural sites must be improved in a way which is accessible to
people, appealing to the public eye, financially viable and not detrimental to
the sites themselves.
The children were asked to list any historical places they have been to which
stuck with them. A southern girl explained how she had been to St Angelo
since she had attended an activity where she had to go through routes and
maps to find the clues. She also mentioned a good practice which was the
Heritage Malta passport was given at school “which was very good because it
encouraged me to go there.”
The co-cathedral, Imnajdra temple and a ghost tour in Fort St Manoel were
mentioned by a teenager. On this note, she brought up how Fort St Manoel
before it was so secluded and so nice but with all the planning being done to
make the zone, it is not going to be preserved very well. “Yet I understand that
with the trees and seclusion, it is a bit difficult to attract people and the
younger generation to such a historical place,” she said. Moreover, a discussion
ensued where the facilitator explained that a lot of damage is done to certain
heritage sites, not only when they are brought down but in the case of
temples, for instance, when people touch them so it is essential for these sites
to be preserved.
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

11.2.1 Suggestion Box:

In regard to open days and tours, it was recommended that if possible,
these are done more often and not just on specific days, especially in
modern museums which cannot be damaged by the presence of a lot of
people.
The lack of art galleries to display old drawings was mentioned. Thus, it was
suggested for there to be a place dedicated purely for praising art as well as
a temporary art museum or modern art museum.
Accessibility was yet again underlined, with an older girl exclaiming, “mhux
bdejnieh u mbagħad inħalluh hemmhekk.” [15] So “when it comes to
actually building the place and making it work, there should be more
thought put into it and dedication when it comes to creating it.”
It was also suggested to give more importance to outdoor spaces,
especially in Covid times, “so we would be able to hold more events in these
spaces and not necessarily spaces which are an eyesore for the
surroundings.”
Building on the previous point, it was agreed that one could “also connect
open spaces to museums and then you’d have a museum with a garden
outside. Then you can make open days to encourage the inhabitants to go
there.”

[15] “we don’t start it and then, just leave it as is.” Indicative of neglecting projects or leaving them half-baked.
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

11.2.1 Suggestion Box:

An adult mentioned having each locality make a census to find out who the
artists are and how many there are. Then, maybe once a year, there’d be a
‘Feast of Artists’ in that town. She also suggested having an interactive
museum with different themes per month, sessions where you can sit and
paint, and rooms based on different periods of art. She also brought up
having a textile museum, perhaps with all the historical costumes in the
Manoel Theatre or the textiles used in churches. She combined both these
points to envision an interactive textile museum where a blind person can
feel the texture of the textile through a reproduction of it. In addition, she
said that when historical buildings are used, they are marker as places
which cannot be demolished.
It was agreed that mayors could put pressure for restoration to take place
and to hold events within certain historical buildings.
It was agreed that any developments which are done to historical or natural
areas should not be done to the extent that we “mess it up.”
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11.3 Theme 3: "Happy Children, Happy Heritage"

Another important element brought up was investing in promoting
appreciation for Maltese culture in children as well as education about
heritage. An older girl used a very joyful slogan which perfectly encapsulates
the main idea of this theme: “happy children, happy heritage.”

7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

11.3.1 Suggestion Box:

It was brought up that heritage could be promoted through schools. “It’s
true that the heritage passport helps but there’s always the parents who
have to pay the fee and to eliminate that, the schools can find an area that
is sort of historical in the area and take them there,” said the older girl. “It
could be within walking distance, an outing for the children and a way of
learning as well. It’s true there’s money for transport and other things but
where if there’s a will, there’s a way… The number of school outings
throughout the year would increase, hence more interactive learning.”
Relating to this issue, it was also agreed that rather than simply comparing
Maltese monuments and sites to ones abroad to promote a sense of
nationalism, which is still “good” and “healthy” in its own way, “more
information can be given” to children about them in a hands-on way.
Examples given included schools which are historical which ought to be
taught about like the Pembroke school which was a hospital during the
war or the Isla Primary school which is the remains of Fort St Michael. A girl
added that you should not “enter such beautiful places by accident.” This
also encourages the children to participate in cultural outings and events
because it makes the subject more relatable to them.
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

11.3.1 Suggestion Box:

Another point was that we should empower people to value the artefacts
which may be incidentally found during excavations in private property.
Thus, measures could be made which do not discourage people from
reporting these artefacts which otherwise would have been destroyed. If
not, a child stated that it is a big shame because we would be ruining
Maltese heritage.
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12.0 Pillar 9: Education
1. Are there any educational initiatives by the Local Government
which you know about?
2. What can Local Governments do better?
3. How can they collaborate with other entities and use resources
which they control such as schools and public places better?
12.1 Theme 1: Providing Space

Since the theme of education was brought up in many of the other sessions
with reference to the other pillars, this pillar did not spark as much energy
among the children in the focus groups. However, one issue which was
considered to be significant by the participants was the lack of space for
educational activities to occur.
In fact, a southern girl stated that in her locality, the amount of space in the
library is very limited so there is not enough space to hold ‘Read with Me’
sessions, which were once held in the library along with other small meetings.
In addition, she held that if the library is beautiful, it will attract more people
and so, “in-nies ħa jmorru iżjed, in-nies ħa jaqraw u n-nies ħa jitgħallmu.” [16]
Thus, the emphasis was on providing space for people to learn since, as she
maintained, if the library is not big, it will not attract people. In addition, the
library seemed to, in this girl’s mind, directly correlate with learning.
In response, the facilitator added that these kinds of ‘Read with Me’ sessions
attract many people and when they were held in the Secret and Kitchen
gardens, they were a success. So, save Covid, she said that these outdoor
sessions would be a good idea. She then went on to ask southern girl if she
could think of other places outside of the small library where these sessions
could be held.
The girl exclaimed in frustration that there are many and referred to her school
where they removed a patch of soil to place benches and her Local Council
building where new spaces are being built. “There’s a lot of space,” she said in a
stern voice. She also added thar next to other libraries, her local library is like
the store of other big libraries for books that are useless.

[16] “people will go there more, people will read more and people will learn more.”
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

12.1.1 Suggestion Box:

Local governments could ensure that spaces are looked after, used
“according to their potential” and not simply left there and that they are
stocked with adequate resources.
It was suggested that local councils can hold activities in a beautiful
environment, even when it comes to schools who want to organise outings
in this beautiful space. “Just a space which is comfortable – an open garden
maybe,” a girl said.
It was also recommended for courtyards to be used and for the Maltese
temperature to be taken into consideration. The example was given of
tents which are too hot for the summer being placed in a library courtyard.
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12.2 Theme 2: Collaborating

The participants mentioned a few entities or groups which the local
governments could potentially collaborate with for certain projects. Schools
were brought up after the facilitators informed the children that school
buildings are the responsibility of the local council while the head of school
then has control over the activities which happen in the school. Thus, the head
of school and local council could collaborate if a space is needed. Some
examples given were of a local drama group which would need the school hall
for a play or MUSEUM groups who would need a stage to conduct a Christmas
concert.

7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

12.2.1 Suggestion Box:

A Gozitan mother recommended for Local Councils to open the village
library a few extra hours in the afternoon, after school. She said that children
who need to use internet or do research can have a comfortable place to
work and it would be ideal if there would be someone, an adult, who could
help them.
A girl brought up collaborating with MUSEUMs to create something that
has to do with heritage.
Collaborating with schools for more space was mentioned, as well.
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12.3 Theme 3: Initiating

An issue which seemed to disappoint the children was when events or
activities are not held consistently. Thus, the local governments should
strive to follow up on events to initiate them more, marking their presence
in the locality. A participant gave the example of TCTC courses, which
stopped because of Covid but she claimed not to know any more
educational activities organised by the local government. “I remember
some gatherings which used to happen in my locality. Lately, they are
being lost,” she sighed.
Technology and mobiles were highlighted as major components of this
pause from certain community activities. This further illustrates how the
repeatedly emphasised lack of the community feeling continually retains
its importance from one session to the next. The barrier of technology was
described as being present in schools when children are asked to read a
book and they find themselves preferred certain online platforms like
‘TikTok.’ “Only three of us read – me and two others,” a girl added sadly.

7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

12.3.1 Suggestion Box:

A possible solution to this problem was to consult children before making a
call-out for certain activities. “How do you know, if the craze nowadays is
TikTok, Instagram and Facebook, that they will attend a reading activity?”
asked a participant. She asserted that if they are at a developmental age of
between 11 to 14, when popularity, attention and peers are detrimental,
young people are not going to spend 2 hours at the council, doing
something which they do not care about without the presence of other
children who they can interact with.
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13.0 Pillar 10: Community
Upkeep
1. What are the problems which our localities face when it comes
to cleanliness and maintenance?
2. What can Local Governments do to ensure proper upkeep of
localities?

13.1 Theme 1: Ingraining Discipline into Culture

The biggest source of frustration and disappointment for the participants in
this section was the negligence and lack of discipline from the side of the
locals. All of the children in the focus group commented about the fact that in
spite of rules, some people litter unreservedly, to the point where it is almost a
life style. In fact, the first thing which came to mind for one of the participants
was “the fact that even if they clean once, in a matter of at least an hour, it is
going to be as if nothing happened because we don’t know how to maintain
a clean environment.”
Moreover, a girl said that although the mayor of her locality “takes care of any
waste problems like rubbish removal, placing surveillance cameras,” people
can still be seen throwing rubbish bags even in plain sight, surrounded by
people. She recounted an experience when a car stopped by the side of the
road and dumped a black garbage bag under a sign that said ‘Do not dump
garbage here.’ The participant used this example to demonstrate how “an
element of fear” may stop people from reporting such cases along with
confusion about who to call to file a report. “There’s a camera and a sign and
they still do these things,” she chuckled in disbelief. The improper use or
complete disregard of bins was brought out further by a girl who said that
rubbish is sometimes places next to garbage bags in the street with the
excuse that it will all be collected anyway.
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13.1 Theme 1: Ingraining Discipline into Culture

The biggest source of frustration and disappointment for the participants in
this section was the negligence and lack of discipline from the side of the
locals. All of the children in the focus group commented about the fact that in
spite of rules, some people litter unreservedly, to the point where it is almost a
life style. In fact, the first thing which came to mind for one of the participants
was “the fact that even if they clean once, in a matter of at least an hour, it is
going to be as if nothing happened because we don’t know how to maintain
a clean environment.”
Moreover, a girl said that although the mayor of her locality “takes care of any
waste problems like rubbish removal, placing surveillance cameras,” people
can still be seen throwing rubbish bags even in plain sight, surrounded by
people. She recounted an experience when a car stopped by the side of the
road and dumped a black garbage bag under a sign that said ‘Do not dump
garbage here.’ The participant used this example to demonstrate how “an
element of fear” may stop people from reporting such cases along with
confusion about who to call to file a report. “There’s a camera and a sign and
they still do these things,” she chuckled in disbelief. The improper use or
complete disregard of bins was brought out further by a girl who said that
rubbish is sometimes places next to garbage bags in the street with the
excuse that it will all be collected anyway.
One of the causes for this was traced to adults who do not give the example of
maintaining a clean environment to the children around them. Stressing this
point, an older girl described how when she was young, she would drop
wrappers on the ground until her mother corrected her and taught her to
throw waste away properly. “How many children do you see who just leave it
there? Uwijja, ħalliha, issa ttir,” [17] she said, imitating this apathetic attitude. In
addition, she chided people who throw cigarettes on the ground, “not knowing
the cigarette butt is not degradable.”

[17] “Oh, it’s okay, leave it, now it will blow away.”

PAGE 61

13.1 Theme 1: Ingraining Discipline into Culture

However, the root cause of this problem was, as aforementioned, claimed to be
a lack of discipline – “Nuqqas ta’ dixxiplina!” – and indifference when littering is
involved, with people not picking up their waste when it drops to the ground,
allowing it to collect or to be blown by the wind. This was summarised in a
nutshell by an older girl in the group who stated that what allows people to
keep littering is “dik is-sens ta’ kunfidenza li jien jekk inwaqqa’ din il-karta, mhu
ħa jinqalali xejn, ma jimpurtax, I can keep going, m’hawn ħadd biex jagħtini
piena tagħha.” [18] In this statement, she truly brings out how the disregard for
rules is a result of a lack of enforcement and consequences which, in turn,
creates an overly confident, nonchalant and apathetic attitude.
In addition, a girl mentioned how culture-wise, Maltese people are used to
littering since, at school bins, she witnesses students who throw waste in the
bin only when the teacher is in class. “If not,” she declared, “pens on the floor,
sharpening on the floor, tissues on the floor, paper on the floor. And the
cleaners don’t clean because they’re still there the next day.” In relation to this,
the facilitator demonstrated how there may be a possible link between
littering and culture since during feasts, papers and confetti are thrown and
there is an element of fun and unity to this. The participants agreed and a girl
remarked that, in fact, “the children go playing in it in the streets after the
march is over.” Thus, the facilitator challenged them to think of ways to break
the cycle.
A girl passionately declared that measures would only work if “you scare
people. You’re not going to teach them. If you hold a course, no one will go – no
one will attend an hour lecture about where not to throw things.” Another girl
heartily agreed and added that if flyers are given out, even these will be thrown
away on the ground while putting posters everywhere would not work, either.
These highlight further the sense of resignation which was seen in other
sessions for other pillars, as well.

[18] “That sense of confidence (over-confidence, in this sense) that if I drop this paper, nothing will happen to me, it doesn’t matter, I
can keep going, there’s no one to give me a fine for it.”
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

13.1.1 Suggestion Box:

It was agreed that there should be more surveillance and next to public
spaces, along with people who oversee what is going on in order to tackle
the problem at its roots.
More awareness, campaigning and promotion of the message were
mentioned.
The need for stricter fines and actual administration of these fines through
law enforcement was stressed.
It was also said that if someone is caught and is given a fine, it can be put
online and broadcasted where people can see it so that “then, people get
scared and say, ‘oh so they’re really giving out fines so I had better not
litter.’”
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13.2 Theme 2: Tackling the Problem Effectively and Immediately

Another important factor which, according to the children, plays a major role in
community upkeep is the commitment and efficiency of any actions taken by
local councils. The participants stressed that although people may not be too
keen on following certain rules, there is sometimes negligence from the local
councils, as well. Thus, this can be counteracted by having local councils carry
out their responsibilities in a way which is as immediate as possible, effective,
maintained and followed-up to catch any shortcomings or issues before their
full development.
For instance, a girl explained how in her locality, there were skips which were
not being used properly and up until some time ago, there were no cameras.
However, even with the addition of these cameras, it is unknown how
functioning these cameras are, how often they are checked, how much actual
surveillance is happening and if any fines are being given to those who are
caught. The participants stressed that the local council should stop leaving
things till the last minute. As one girl put it, “Ma jħallux għall-aħħar – xi haġa
issa nagħmilha issa mhux inħalliha għal għada. If I must do better security
cameras by signs where you cannot put litter, nagħmilha issa mhux għada.
Għax inkella, sa għada, in-nies ħa jilħqu jidraw u jilħqu jieħdu l-pjaċir tagħhom
jitfgħu. Jekk taqtagħhom mall-ewwel, mhux se jagħmluha.” [19]
Furthermore, the local councils must set an example for the rest of the
community. In relation to this, the second facilitator said that although
separating litter is highly spoken about, in her locality, “most of the bins are
just one bin – that is, if you even if you find a bin.” A girl heartily agreed and
narrated how when she was at ‘Tigné Point,’ she saw a cleaner take the lid off
the bins and “it was one large black bag anyway” in spite of the misleading
separate openings. “I wasn’t the only one who saw them, for sure. How are you
going to encourage the public to separate trash?” she asked in disbelief. It was
also pointed out that bags are separated but, in the junkyard, everything is
mixed.

[19] “They shouldn’t leave it till the last minute – something which must be done now should be done now not left for tomorrow. If I
must do better security cameras by signs where you cannot put litter, I do it now not tomorrow. Because if not, by tomorrow, people
will have already gotten used to doing it and would have had their fun littering. If you stop them immediately, they will not do it.”
[20] “in order to have it nice and easy, they leave them there. Either the council is dedicated enough to take care of it, or nothing.”
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

13.2.1 Suggestion Box:

A young girl stated that in her locality, “they come and clean but they only
sweep.” She pointed out the link between hygiene and health, giving the
example of the bacteria which may harm a person if a person gets hurt in
an area which is unclean. Thus, for the health and safety of locals, public
areas such as playgrounds are to be kept as clean as possible, perhaps
expanding the cleaning process to include washing not only sweeping and
making sure no dangerous items such as glass are left on the ground. This
point was also emphasised in the First Pillar session when the Design
Cluster example was given.
A girl held that to completely clear out the papers thrown during feasts,
paper which disintegrates in water could be used. She also mentioned
making it completely illegal to litter under any circumstance since people
would not do it, especially due to the presence of police during feasts. In
this case, she claimed it would be useful to have undercover police because
if they see someone littering, they could inform them that this is wrong and
penalise them accordingly.
Increasing the number of bins in localities was also recommended.
The proper separation of waste within public buildings and also, during the
pick-up process was emphasised.
An adult suggested opening up the Bring-In sites for people to come and
search for items they need like washing machine switches or wooden
pieces. Following this, a girl remarked that “one man’s trash is another
man’s treasure.”
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7.1 Theme 1: Connecting Children with the Local Council

13.2.1 Suggestion Box:

Consequently, it was added by a child that if there are parts that absolutely
no one wants, they still need to separate it not collect everything in one
place. It was emphasised that the local council should not leave everything
to save effort – “biex jeħles ħafif, iħallihom hemm. Jew il-kunsill ikun dedikat
biex jieħu ħsiebu, jew xejn.” [20]
A girl recommended increasing the number of ‘blue bins’ which are used
for recycling good clothes in localities. Given that in her locality, there is not
ones of these bins, she explained how she had to travel to another locality
which, in this fast-paced busy lifestyle, most people would not have time to
do. Thus, there must be accessible bins for clothes which are easy to find
and which do not require much effort to find.

[20] “in order to have it nice and easy, they leave them there. Either the council is dedicated enough to take care of it, or nothing.”
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14.0 Summary of Findings

14.1 Introduction:

The children in the focus groups had a general awareness of local councils
and were aware that they take care of the smallest units of society. The
young participants also associated the local governments with many social
events and activities. However, they claimed they did not have an in-depth
experience of local councils, lacking a direct connection with their local
councils.

14.2 Pillar One: Inclusion

The children mainly emphasised having the local council reach out across
many levels. They stressed the importance of community support through
connecting with members of the community and feeling included. The
pandemic was pointed out to have reduced this connection.
A factor which made the children feel included was when there was an
evident presence of the local council in a particular community and when
complaints or demands for maintenance work are met with action.
However, many of the children did not feel included since the local
government was felt to be absent from the children’s lives. It was observed
that children felt included within the community but not in their local
council.
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14.2 Pillar One: Inclusion

Although many of the children felt included in activities organised by the
local council, they were not included in their decision-making process.
Thus, it was found that the local council and community are two separate
and independent entities. Moreover, the community feeling is more
present while the local council is distant and does not impact the children’s
personal lives as much. Therefore, it can be said that the local council must
reach out more to children.
Children must be prioritised. There must be “small things” which help
children feel included such as safe spaces for children to interact with
others. Events must be organised which help the community move
forward, not simply for profit. The mayor should have the community’s
interest at heart and be hardworking and active since the fate of the locality
depends on the personality, attitude and drive of the leader.
The importance of community cohesion was felt. In fact, the children
discussed how local governments should strive to combat the “barrier” of
exclusion created sometimes due to the differences between members.
They listed a number of subgroups in the community and described how
people could be excluded on the basis of race, disability, ethnicity, politics,
language and social class. Thus, measures should be taken to encourage
integration such as the mixing of different communities, accessible
projects, inclusive activities and the use of different languages to combat
the language barrier.
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14.3 Pillar Two: The Environment

The children highlighted the importance of responsible planning,
conservation and restoration. They repeatedly mentioned the lack of open,
green and clean areas. It was also felt that in certain localities, there are not
any entertaining places to meet up with friends. Thus, the children
suggested the planting of more trees, the beautification of community
through better infrastructure and planning, and making proper use of
public places and unused spaces through increasing the activities held.
Moreover, the children mentioned how traffic should be reduced, public
transport should be improved and the mentality should be changed in
favour of safeguarding the natural environment. The cause of traffic should
be traced, underground parking could be used and there should be an
awareness of climate change.
The children commented on how the physical environment impacts the
community spirit. They shared a profound sense of nostalgia for the
community spirit which the elderly maintained and a crave for an
intergenerational bond. They seemed to miss the past which they felt was
slowly fading away and valued the stories of the elderly about the past. A
yearning was felt for the continuation of certain traditions and the revival of
the community feeling.
They discussed the collectivism of the past in contrast to the individualism
of the present. The participants claimed that this individualism stems from
technology, lifestyle changes, Covid-19 and the constant mobilisation of
people from place to place. They suggested holding small meetings,
discussions between mayors and community in order to rekindle the
community spirit as well as Intergenerational activities and a ‘helpdesk’
where people can go to ask questions. To combat the problem of
technology, a girl recommended that local councils “do certain campaigns
about days off social media and having a life apart from your phone.”
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14.4 Pillar Three: Mobility and Accessibility

The children found the main focus of this pillar to be the natural
environment, pollution and climate change. They expressed their concern
about environmental destruction and maintained that sustainability is the
way forward. The young participants were frustrated at the lack of
awareness and ignorance surrounding the topic and there was a sense of
helplessness felt during this portion of the discussion.
To combat these problems, they suggested making sustainable measures
affordable to the public, such as making eco-friendly cars cheaper.
Moreover, local governments may start “using systems powered off of
green energy” for public buildings or systems.
There should also be lanes for bikes, segways and scooters and public
transport should be made safer and more efficient. This way, cars can be
reduced, which the children underlined as important once again. The
children also brought up the issue of safety, especially when it comes to the
way people drive and the excessive number of vehicles on the road.
It was brought up that to avoid the dangers of pollution, “you could have
certain places through which you cannot pass with a car unless you live
there or own a garage there. If you go to a park for fresh air and you have
many cars, you will be inhaling carbon. So, in the square or in a park, the
streets should be closed unless it’s an emergency.” Moreover, they
suggested having more accessible vehicles such as a bus-like structure
which can take the elderly on outings.
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14.5 Pillar Four: Innovation and Technology

Technology was pointed out to be an effective bridge and tools between
local governments and the locals, particularly local children. The children
mentioned that since flyers mainly end up thrown away, increasing litter,
news should be spread more in a virtual way and there could be an online
space supervised by young people so that they could engage more with
local councils. Moreover, it was brought up that safety could be enhanced
through technology and innovation with free payphones, CCTV cameras
and a secure Wi-Fi connection in public areas. The participants also
discussed how free courses could be given to the public about how to use
technology in more realistic situations and how there should be charging
points for scooters on light poles.

14.6 Pillar Five: Safety

Although the majority of the participants claimed to feel safe within their
communities, the lack of enforcement and surveillance in public areas was
brought up. The children were aware of certain illegalities and where they
happen, for instance, the use of drugs in public areas. Thus, they stressed
that play grounds should be surveyed, especially the areas in which these
illegalities occur. They also mentioned more neighbourhood police patrols,
especially undercover police in order to catch people in the act if they do
something wrong. In addition, the police should patrol during night-time
and know how to interact with children.
A recurring point was that darkness induces a feeling of danger and fear so
there needs to be more lights in the street. The importance of maintenance
was also stressed. The participants pointed out how there should be a
safety kit in playgrounds and gardens along with trained personnel to assist
anyone who needs help. In order to aid children in dangerous situations, it
was brought up that there should be a free helpline and other mediums
through which children can connect immediately to authorities when they
are in peril such as a bell or a public payphone.
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14.7 Pillar Six: Health

The children in the focus groups focused on various aspects of accessibility
such as the timing of health services, human resources, physical buildings
and affordability of services. They proposed having 24 hour helpful and
trained health care service and pharmacies. They also suggested more
awareness of the services available and having accessible health care
buildings. It was also brought up that there should be more health centres
in Gozo and good parking areas near health care facilities.

14.8 Pillar Seven: Good Governance

The child participants emphasised the importance of adding children’s
councils to the already existing adult councils. They sustained that child
participation is crucial to all the pillars. Children must be empowered and
included since, being both the present and the future, they are a reflection
of the work being done today and the promising tomorrow which can be
created. According to children, the first step is for “every local council to
have a group of children of all ages – it could be divided into a younger
group and an older group of teenagers – who take care of these activities
themselves.” The activities referred to could be related to education,
heritage or online platforms like a website or a corner on Facebook
dedicated to the children’s local council which could be updated by
children themselves.
The introduction of child participation within the local council structure and
decision-making processes would not require a complete change in the
current structure of the councils but it could be an additional feature,
making the councils more open. This was deemed essential, especially
since through this initiative, children’s opinions could be connected directly
to a feedback mechanism – a governmental entity which can make their
ideas a reality.
Lastly, it was questioned whether a lack of dedication from certain local
government representatives could be stemming from the fact that “the
people running the councils are not paid or are perhaps not paid enough”
so this could perhaps be looked into.
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14.9 Pillar Eight: Culture and Heritage

The children in the focus group acknowledged art and culture to be crucial
to Maltese society. They underlined the importance of tradition and were
pensive about the loss of Maltese identity if education and awareness are
not spread. They discussed creating space for dialogue within the context
of multiculturalism in order to prevent “a very unhealthy mix” from
occurring. This communication and acceptance will pave the way towards
an accepting society which holds on to traditions but makes space for new,
innovative practices.
Moreover, the participants brought up how different cultures are
interconnected and thus, heritage events could incorporate different
cultures, connecting their story to Maltese history. It was also deemed
essential to promote history and historical places, make more open days
and tours in museums, create more art museums and make these places
accessible to all. They also pointed out that restoration should be done
without ruining the sites or the natural environment. Once again, they held
that education and awareness about the value of Maltese heritage should
be given to the public, through initiatives like cultural outings and events.
In fact, they spoke highly of the heritage passport given out in schools.

14.10 Pillar Nine: Education

The participants stressed the lack of space for educational activities to
occur, or rather, how areas in which activities could be held are left unused,
wasting their potential. Thus, public spaces such as libraries, gardens and
courtyards should be found and used. Furthermore, the local councils could
collaborate with schools and MUSEUMs to hold activities. The children
mentioned also how important it is to encourage reading. Lastly, it was
brought up that projects which are started should be continued effectively
and followed-up, not stopped midway, especially if they worked
successfully.
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14.11 Pillar Ten: Community Upkeep

The children expressed frustration and disappointment at the negligence
and lack of discipline from the side of the locals who do not maintain a
clean environment. Thus, they suggested putting surveillance cameras to
monitor rubbish removal and the illegal dumping of rubbish. They also
stressed how people should be raised with the mentality of caring about
the environment and this could be aided by media campaigns. However,
they also traced the lack of discipline to a lack of consequences for people
who litter.
Thus, there should be stricter fines and measures and the actual
administration of these fines. Moreover, the problem should be tackled
effectively and immediately, without leaving things till the last minute. In
addition, an example should be set for the community in the sense that
rubbish should be separated properly, even during and after the collection
process. The link between hygiene and health was also mentioned. The
children also discussed how it should be completely illegal to litter, how the
number of bins should be increased and how the number of blue bins for
reusing clothes should be increased.
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15.0 Conclusion

In sum, this report is proof of the brilliance, insight and passion of children and
young people’s contribution. When children are given the space to express
themselves, the sky is the limit for the ideas they come up with. This is why it is
important for their voices not to be lost. While children must be given the
opportunity to contribute, the platform must be prominent enough for their
opinions to be reflected in the decisions being made. Thus, once again, the
idea of a feedback mechanism through which children’s ideas are put into
practice emerges. This mechanism could take the shape of children’s councils
which work alongside the current local governments. If this dream becomes a
reality, perhaps real change could occur in the field of child participation and,
in a wider context, across the Maltese islands.

"This feedback mechanism could take the shape of children’s councils which work
alongside the current local governments. If this dream becomes a reality, perhaps real
change could occur in the field of child participation and, in a wider context, across the
Maltese islands".
Sharon Cilia, member of the Children's and Young Persons' Council within the Malta Foundation
for the Wellbeing of Society. .
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